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Pastor Mike 
Dixon retires

Goodfield’s blue 
collar revival

Think green in 
dead of winter

War dampened 
New Year’s spirit

New traditions 
for New Year’s

PARIS FINDS 
GROOVE AT 
TOURNEY

Latest news, 
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The Dixon family prepares 
for life outside the pulpit 
while their congregation 
looks ahead to new 
leadership.
GRACE, 5B

After nearly shuttering 
a decade ago, the Case 
IF plant in Goodfield 
now finds its business 
booming.
STATE, 12B

January and February 
often bring doldrums 
for gardeners, but these 
months are also a great 
time to plan next year’s 
plots. 
AGRIBUSINESS, 7B

Holidays in the Civil War 
were shadowed by conflict 
and shortage, but North 
adn South both celebrated 
the end of bloody 1862.
HISTORY, 3B

If the traditional pork and 
cabbage New Year’s dinner 
seems bland, try ringing 
in 2019 with southern 
favorites.  
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

The Paris Tigers found 
their groove in the 
annual Tri-County Holiday 
Tourney, moving success-
fully through pool play.  
SPORTS, 9AA

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

Drawing by BRIDGET, WENZ

2019 may dawn in shutdown
Agreement eludes GOP, Democrats as divided Congress prepares to take office  

VOLUNTEERS DELIVER 100TH YEAR OF BASKETS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Volunteers ferry out boxes of food to vehicles for delivery as part of the Community Nurse Christmas Basket pro-
gram. Packing of the boxes started Dec. 21 and finished Dec. 22 with the delivery of a Christmas meal to 350 Edgar 
County families. The Community Nurse Christmas Basket turned a century old this year.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Jessica Hendrickson, and other members of the Paris Brass Quintet, played Christmas tunes Dec. 22 as volunteers 
loaded up vehicles and left Templeton Funeral Home to deliver boxes of food to 350 Edgar County families,  providing 
those families with a Christmas dinner.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Volunteers with the Community Nurse Christmas Basket have perfected the art of parking for maximum efficiency. 
Vehicles are arranged in rows of three across in the Templeton Funeral Home parking lot and kept moving forward as 
those in front receive a load of boxes filled with food for delivery.

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The partial government 
shutdown will almost certain-
ly be handed off to a divided 
government to solve in the 
new year, as President Don-
ald Trump sought to raise the 
stakes Friday and both parties 
traded blame in the weeklong 
impasse.

Agreement eludes Wash-
ington in the waning days of 
the Republican monopoly 
on power, and that sets up 
the first big confrontation 
between Trump and new-
ly empowered Democrats. 
Trump is sticking with his 
demand for money to build a 
wall along the southern bor-
der, and Democrats, who take 
control of the House on Jan. 3, 

are refusing to give him what 
he wants.

Trump worked to esca-
late the showdown Friday, 
reissuing threats to close the 
U.S.-Mexico border to pres-
sure Congress to fund the wall 
and to shut off aid to three 
Central American countries 
from which many migrants 
have fled.

"We will be forced to close 
the Southern Border entirely 
if the Obstructionist Demo-
crats do not give us the mon-
ey to finish the Wall & also 
change the ridiculous immi-
gration laws that our Country 
is saddled with," he wrote in 
one of a series of tweets.

The president also signaled 
he was in no rush to seek a res-

olution, welcoming the fight 
as he heads toward his own 
bid for re-election in 2020. 
He tweeted Thursday evening 
that Democrats may be able to 
block him now, "but we have 
the issue, Border Security. 
2020!"

Incoming acting chief of 
staff Mick Mulvaney said 
Trump had canceled his plans 
to travel to Florida to celebrate 
New Year's at his private Mar-
a-Lago club.

The shutdown is forcing 
hundreds of thousands of fed-
eral workers and contractors 
to stay home or work without 
pay, and many are experienc-
ing mounting stress from the 
impasse. It also is beginning 
to pinch citizens who count 

on public services. Gates are 
closed at some national parks, 
the government won't issue 
new federal flood insurance 
policies, new farm loans will 
be put on hold beginning 
next week, and in New York, 
the chief judge of Manhat-
tan federal courts suspended 
work on civil cases involving 
U.S. government lawyers, in-
cluding several civil lawsuits 
in which Trump himself is a 
defendant.

The Smithsonian Insti-
tution also announced that 
museums and galleries popu-
lar with visitors and locals in 
the nation's capital will close 
starting midweek if the partial 
shutdown drags on.

With another long holiday 

weekend coming and nearly 
all lawmakers away from the 
Capitol there is little expecta-
tion of a quick fix.

"We are far apart," White 
House press secretary Sarah 
Sanders told CBS on Fri-
day, claiming of Democrats, 
"They've left the table all to-
gether."

Mulvaney said Democrats 
are no longer negotiating with 
the administration over an 
earlier offer to accept less than 
the $5 billion Trump wants 
for the wall. Democrats said 
the White House offered $2.5 
billion for border security, 
but that Senate Democratic 
leader Chuck Schumer told 
Vice President Mike Pence it 
wasn't acceptable.

BY THE PRAIRIE PRESS STAFF

JANUARY
TRAINING FOR SHOOTERS

The Paris Police Department 
acquired specialized Glock hand-
guns that shoot a liquid chalk 
round. The noise and heft of the 
weapon resembles a real firearm 
and the projectiles leave a mark 
on clothing and protective gear 
to confirm hits. Officers can also 
feel the impact as the chalk bullets 
have enough power to bruise. 

Police chief Mike Henness said 
the weapons allow officers to train 
in more realistic ways for a variety 
of shooting scenarios. Area busi-
nesses donated money for the de-
partment to acquire the training 
equipment.

LADY TIGERS CHAMPS
The Paris Lady Tigers basketball 

team won the Little Illini Confer-
ence Tournament.

PIZZA THEATER OPENS
Domino’s Pizza chain opened 

a new store in Paris. It features the 
ability for customers to watch piz-
zas being made.

COURTHOUSE NEEDS WORK
A professional engineering re-

view identified more than $900,000 
of exterior repairs needed at the 
Edgar County Courthouse.

TRI-COUNTY WINS CONFERENCE 
The Tri-County Lady Titans bas-

ketball team won the Little Okaw 
Valley Conference Tournament.

CRESTWOOD CHEER TEAM IS STATE 
CHAMP

The Crestwood Cheer Team 
won the 2018 IESA small-team 
championship.

BLESSING BOX INSTALLED AT PARIS 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

A Blessing Box in front of the 
Paris Police Department is a place 
where people can pick up food, 
personal hygiene items and per-
haps clothing. What is available for 
taking depends on what someone 
leaves. The premise behind a Bless-
ing Box is to take what is needed 
and leave what one can.

FEBRUARY
TRI-COUNTY TITANS ARE REGIONAL 
CHAMPS

The Tri-County Lady Titans 
basketball team won the regional 
championship.

STORE OPENS ON PARIS SQUARE
About Face Furniture Make-

overs and Take Me Home Primi-
tives opened on the Paris Square.

PARIS CHAMBER POSITION FILLED
After a hiatus of several months, 

the Paris Chamber of Commerce 
reopened with Linda Lane serving 
as the part-time executive director.

MAN POSING AS FEDERAL AGENT 
ARRESTED

Three days after the horrific 
Valentine’s Day shooting in Park-
land, Fla., that left 17 students 
and staff members dead at a local 
high school, a man wearing body 

Top stories 
from 2018

See 2018, Page 8A



TODAY

ELF TRAINING
Children have the opportunity 
to train as first class elves by 
visiting the Terre Children’s 
Museum. The training activity 
schedule is 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 
29. Completing all training tasks 
earns the child an elf badge. More 
information about the program is 
available by calling the museum 
at 812-235-5548.

MONDAY

PARTY AT THE LIBRARY
Paris Public Library is hosting 
a New Year’s Eve party from 11 
a.m.-noon Dec. 31 for those too 
young to ring in the New Year at 
midnight. Celebrate the coming 
New Year preschool-style with sto-
ries, games and a countdown to 
noon. Activities are aimed at ages 
3-5 but children slightly younger 
or older are also welcome. Call 
463-3950, email read@parispub-
liclibrary.org or stop by the library 
to sign up.

NEW YEAR’S AT NOON
Join the Terre Haute Children’s 
Museum Monday, Dec. 31, for 
the New Year’s Noon celebra-
tion. The museum is open from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. but young 
revelers should arrive early to 
make crowns and kazoos, and 
then ring in the New Year at the 
stroke of noon with a balloon 
drop and dance party. Celebrat-
ing New Year’s kid style means 
the young ones don’t have to 
stay up until midnight. The 
New Year’s Noon Celebration 
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LATE FLU SHOTS AVAILABLE
Flu shots are available at the Edgar County Health Department, 
Horizon Health, or at local pharmacies, including Pearmans 
Pharmacy and The Clinic Pharmacy. If you haven’t received a flu 
shot yet, it’s not too late.  While it’s best to get vaccinated against 
the flu in October, you can still get a flu shot.  Flu activity is usually 
highest between December and February, although activity can 
last as late as May. Symptoms can include fever or feverish/chills, 
cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, muscle or body aches, 
headache, tiredness, and some people may have vomiting and 
diarrhea, though this is more common in children than adults.
Flu is typically spread by droplets when someone with the flu 
talks, coughs, or sneezes.  People can also get the flu by touching 
something, like a door handle, that has the virus on it and then 
touching their mouth, eyes, or nose. On average, it’s about two 
days after being exposed to the flu before symptoms begin.  
However, you can pass the flu to someone roughly a day before 
you start experiencing those symptoms, and up to 5 to 7 days 
after becoming sick. Flu vaccination can reduce flu illnesses, 
doctor visits, missed work and school due to flu, as well as prevent 
flu-related hospitalizations.  It may also make your illness milder if 
you do get sick. Getting vaccinated is the first and most important 
step in protecting you and those around you against flu viruses.  In 
addition to getting a flu shot, IDPH recommends following the 3 
C’s: clean, cover and contain.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

36   23
Prec: 0%

40   33
Prec: 0%

44   30
Prec: 70%

34   18
Prec: 0%

29   20
Prec: 0%

37   26
Prec: 0%

40   29
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Partly sunny and seasonal with 
highs in the mid 30s.

SUNDAY — Highs climb near 40 under 
mostly sunny skies.

MONDAY — Cloudy with rain showers and 
highs in the mid 40s. Rain chances taper off 
through the afternoon.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:11 a.m. 4:35 p.m. -- 12:11 p.m.

SUNDAY 7:11 a.m. 4:36 p.m. 12:47 a.m. 12:41 p.m.

MONDAY 7:11 a.m. 4:37 p.m. 1:51 a.m. 1:12 p.m.

TUESDAY 7:11 a.m. 4:37 p.m. 2:54 a.m. 1:45 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 7:12 a.m. 4:38 p.m. 3:56 a.m. 2:21 p.m.

THURSDAY 7:12 a.m. 4:39 p.m. 4:57 a.m. 3:01 p.m.

FRIDAY 7:12 a.m. 4:40 p.m. 5:54 a.m. 3:45 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35°/20°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64° in 1984
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -5° in 1983

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.37”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.84”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.62”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42.16”

NORMAL:    High: 35   Low: 20    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  

let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? Call 
us or message us on Facebook. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publishee: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor/Staff writer: Gary Henry
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/

Michelle Jacobs
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  

weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to 7,225 readers in and around 
Edgar County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. Copyright 
2018 by Prairie Beacon LLC. 

All rights reserved.  Reproduc-
tion in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
Postmaster: 

Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, Ill. 61944.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381
You can also bank with us online or at any First Mid location!

firstmid.com

Financial Solutions 
for every step of life.

BANKING  |  WEALTH MANAGEMENT  |  INSURANCE

Douglas Hasler
Longview Bank & Trust
600 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL 61944
217-465-6360 Office
217-822-5371 Cell
douglas.hasler@lpl.com

is included with the regular 
admission charge.

DEADLINE TO FILE COMPLAINT
The deadline for filing complaints 
against the 2018 property as-
sessments must be in the Super-
visor of Assessments Office, 111 

N. Central, Paris, or post marked 
by, Dec. 31, 2018.

SUGAR GROVE NEW YEAR’S 
EVE
Sugar Grove Church is hosting a 
New Year’s Eve Party that is open 
to the public. The time is 5-7:30 

p.m. Dec. 31 at 16362 N 2300th 
Street, Chrisman. Festivities for 
the evening include food, gospel 
music and fellowship.

VFW NEW YEAR’S EVE
The VFW will host a New Year’s 
Eve Dance from 8:30 p.m.-12:00 
a.m. at the post home on West 
Court Street. Biscuits and gravy 
will be served at midnight.

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris.

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for more 
information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

UPCOMING

SKINNY ON NEW KITCHEN 
APPLIANCES
Paris Public Library is hosting 
a What’s New in the Kitchen, 
6-7 p.m. Jan. 9 with Mary Liz 
Wright from U of I Extension. 
Wright will talk about the pros/
cons, safety issues, myths, and 
benefits about four new kitchen 
appliances: spiralizers, heavy 
duty blenders, air fryers and 
electric pressure cookers. Call 
563-3950, email read@paris-
publiclibraryt.org or stop by the 
library to sign up.

85TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION’
Marge Houghland’s 85th Birthday 
Bash is 2-4 p.m. Jan. 13 at the 
First Christian Church Fellowship 
Hall. Friends and former students 
are especially invited to the open 
house. Gifts are discouraged but 
cards are encouraged.
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Happy Holidays!

WHY DOES  
CREDIT MATTER??

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  C R E D I T  A N D   
T I P S  T O  R A I S E  Y O U R  C R E D I T  S C O R E  

- F R E E  W O R K S H O P

Helping your dreams come true!
Start with a FREE credit review.  
 
January 10, 2019 
2:00 - 4:00 pm  
Community Room at the Hi-Rise 
602 Highland Drive 
Paris, IL 61944 
 
RSVP  call  Fredia @ 217-465-8458
or email sandyd@erbainc.org or
EventBrite.com by January 8th.

"My credit 
was raised

159 points in
8 months!" 

 - Wanda

HOW TO USE 
YOUR TAX 

REFUND TO 
BOOST YOUR 

CREDIT 

NOTICE

The 2018 Edgar County Board of Review will receive complaints 
turned in or postmarked by Monday, December 31, 2018, in the 
Supervisor of Assessments Office during regular business hours 
of the Court House Annex Building located at 111 North Central 
Avenue, Paris, Illinois.

The following rules for filing a complaint with the 2018 Edgar Coun-
ty Board of Review have been adopted by the 2018 Edgar County 
Board of Review.  Prescribed forms are readily available in the 
Supervisor of Assessments Office and online at www.edgarcoun-
tyillinois.com

BY ORDER OF:  2018 EDGAR COUNTY BOARD OF REVIEW

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

The Board of Review will not consider a complaint that does 
not conform to the rules stated below.
Complaints must be in writing on prescribed form, one parcel 
per complaint form.
A complaint form must be completed in every detail including 
the owner's idea of the value of the parcel and signed by the 
owner of record.
The complaint form must be received in the Supervisor of As-
sessments Office or must carry a postmark on or before the 
last date for filing complaints.
A complaint may be filed at any time with the Supervisor of 
Assessments who serves as the Clerk of the Board of Review.  
The complaint will be reviewed during the next regular session 
of the Board of Review.
 It is up to you to prove the assessment is wrong.
A copy of all evidence MUST be submitted with the com-
plaint form.
The Board of Review will consider each complaint accepted, 
will physically inspect the property if necessary, and will render 
a tentative decision.
The taxpayer may request a formal hearing before the Board 
of Review if not satisfied with the tentative decision.
If the Board of Review has not received a request for a formal 
hearing within seven (7) days of the postmark on the Tentative 
Decision, the complaint will be considered closed with the Ten-
tative Decision becoming the Final.
When a formal hearing is requested, the taxpayer will be noti-
fied by the Board of Review of the date and time.
After the formal hearing has been held, the Board of Review 
will render a Final Decision. The Board of Review Final Deci-
sion may be appealed to the State Property Tax Appeal Board 
within thirty (30) days of the postmark on the notification of the 
Final Decision.
Forms for use in appealing to the State Property Tax Appeal 
Board will be available to the taxpayer in the Supervisor of 
Assessments Office.

Important discussions 
start HERE.
101 N. Central Ave., Paris n 217-921-3216 n www.prairiepress.net

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

INGENIOUS MATS

Special to The Prairie Press

Some members of the Gale, Meyer and Clark families got 
together Christmas Eve to break down plastic shopping bags 
into usable strips that can be crocheted into a sleeping mat 
for the homeless. It takes between 500-700 bags to make one 
mat. Cheryl Clark is a member of the Paris Order of the Eastern 
Star and she collected the bags to prepare them for the project, 
which the Grand Worthy Matron of the Illinois OES is promoting.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – Edgar 
County has been issued a 
tentative property assess-
ment equalization factor of 
1.0000, according to Con-
stance Beard, Director of 
the Illinois Department of 
Revenue.

The property assess-
ment equalization factor, 
often called the multipli-
er, is the method used to 
achieve uniform property 
assessments among coun-
ties, as required by law. 
This equalization is partic-
ularly important because 
some of the state’s 6,600 lo-
cal taxing districts overlap 
into two or more counties. 
If there were no equaliza-
tion among counties, sub-
stantial inequities among 
taxpayers with comparable 
properties would result.

The equalization factor 
is determined annually for 
each county by comparing 
the sales price of individ-
ual properties sold over 
the past three years to the 
assessed value placed on 
those properties by the 
county supervisor of as-
sessments/county asses-
sor.

A multiplier of 1 means 
the department of revenue 
finds the local Supervisor 
of Assessments office is 
doing an accurate job of 
assigning assessed values 
to properties. 

The equalization factor 
currently being assigned is 
for 2018 taxes, payable in 
2019. Last year’s equaliza-
tion factor for the county 
was 1.0000.

A change in the equaliza-
tion factor does not mean 
total property tax bills will 
increase or decrease. Tax 
bills are determined by 
local taxing bodies when 
they request money each 
year to provide services 
to local citizens. If the 
amount requested by local 
taxing districts is not great-
er than the amount re-
ceived in the previous year, 

WATERFOWL TAKE A GANDER AT LOCAL EATS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Having escaped the old nursery rhyme line about Christmas is coming and the geese are getting fat, these geese and ducks congre-
gated on the shore of the west lake browsing the winter kill grass for something to eat.

Edgar County 
multiplier is 1

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation, Illinois State Police 
and nearly 200 local law en-
forcement agencies remind 
motorists to drive sober to 
save lives during the New 
Year’s holiday. Now through 
the early morning of Jan. 2, 
Illinois motorists will see ad-
ditional enforcement patrols 
across the state to help keep 
our roads safe. 

“Last year, six people died 
on our roads over New Year’s, 
and four of those deaths were 
alcohol-related,” said Cynthia 
Watters, IDOT’s bureau chief 
of Safety Programs and En-
gineering. “It’s everyone’s re-
sponsibility to make good de-
cisions before getting behind 
the wheel. It really is a matter 
of life or death –– yours as 
well as others.” 

The holiday campaign fea-
tures the familiar “Drive So-
ber or Get Pulled Over” and 
“Click It or Ticket” messages. 
In addition to DUI and seat 
belt offenders, law enforce-
ment will show zero tolerance 
for speeding, distracted driv-
ing and other offenses. 

“Our troopers will be doing 
their part to keep roadways safe 
by strictly enforcing all laws 
with a focus on seat belt usage, 

as well as reckless, impaired 
and distracted drivers,” said 
ISP Director Leo P. Schmitz. 
“We ask drivers to please make 
this holiday safe for all travelers 
by driving sober and making 
responsible choices before get-
ting behind the wheel. With 
the public’s voluntary compli-
ance, we are confident the hol-
iday can be safe and enjoyable 
for everyone.” 

Take these important steps 
to avoid a tragedy: 
nPlan ahead. If you plan 

to drink or use any impairing 
drugs or substances, plan for a 
sober driver to take you home. 
If it’s your turn to be the des-
ignated driver, take that role 
seriously - your friends are re-
lying on you. 
nRemember, it is never OK 

to drive impaired. Alcohol and 
other drugs affect skills neces-
sary for driving. 
nUse a community sober 

ride program if available, call 
a cab or use your favorite ride-
share app. 
nIf you see a friend or fam-

ily member who is about to 
drive impaired, take the keys 
away and help them get home 
safely. They’ll thank you later. 

The “Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over” and “Click It or 
Ticket” programs are admin-
istered by IDOT using federal 
funds. 

New Year’s Eve safety

then total property taxes will 
not increase even if assess-
ments may have increased.

The assessed value of an 
individual property deter-
mines what portion of the 
tax burden a specific taxpayer 
will assume. That individual’s 
portion of tax responsibility 
is not changed by the multi-
plier.
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We need to clear out some 
inventory by the end of the year 
and the savings are fantastic!

SO HURRY IN FOR THE 
BEST Selection!

These are manufacture
discontinued items or groups. Also some scratch and dent items, and over stock that needs to go. Many are one of a kind!

SAVINGS UP TO 75% OFF

24 MONTHS SAME AS CASH FINANCING

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

You’re are invited to...

Marge Houghland’s
85th

 Birthday!
First Christian Church
Fellowship Hall
201 S. Main Street, Paris

January 13, 2019
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m

Please - absolutely no gifts, but 
cards would be appreciate.

 BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Convicted felons are pro-
hibited from having firearms 
and the law takes any such 
violations as a serious matter.

Travis W. Travioli, 48, West 
Terre Haute, Ind., is facing a 
series of felony charges alleg-
ing firearms violations.

Travioli appeared in Edgar 
County Circuit Court Dec. 17 
and entered a not guilty plea 
with jury trial demand to a 
Class X felony aggravated un-
lawful use of a weapon, a Class 
2 felony unlawful possession 
of a firearm by a felon, three 
counts of a Class 2 felony ag-
gravated unlawful possession 
of a weapon by a felon and a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.

His prior felony conviction 
in Edgar County was from a 
2002 Class 4 felony possession 
of controlled substance of-
fense, for which he did prison 
time. A Class X felony is one 
of the most serious charges in 
Illinois, next to murder, and 
conviction requires a manda-
tory prison sentence. 

In addition to the weapons 
charges, Travioli has unre-
solved cases involving a Class 
2 felony aggravated domestic 
battery, a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
and a Class 4 felony criminal 
trespass to residence. 

Other individuals appear-
ing before the bench for the 
Dec. 17 and Dec. 20 criminal 
and traffic calls included:

IN CUSTODY
nJohn D. Atterberry, 31, 

Salem, appeared in custody. 
His unresolved two counts 
of a Class 2 felony burglary, 
a Class 3 felony aggravated 
battery, a Class 4 felony crim-
inal damage to property, a 
Class 4 felony criminal dam-
age to government support-
ed property, a Class 4 felony 
criminal damage to property 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal damage to property 
charges were continued for a 
pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nCameron J. Aue, 34, Par-

Felon facing firearms offense
is, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance for his unresolved 
charges of a Class 2 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine with the intent to de-
liver and a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine. 
His oral motion for reduced 
bond was denied and the mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference. Aue was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond. 
nDaniel C. Barrett, 38, 

Terre Haute, Ind., appeared 
in custody and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 4 felony retail theft 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
retail theft charges. He told 
the court he will hire an attor-
ney and the matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 
with counsel. He was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nJames R. Campbell, 28, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
His unresolved charges of a 
Class X felony methamphet-
amine manufacturing, a Class 
2 felony unlawful disposal of 
methamphetamine manufac-
turing materials and a Class 2 
felony unlawful methamphet-
amine related child endanger-
ment charges were continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.  
nDustin C. Craig, 38, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. His unresolved charges 
of two counts of a Class 2 fel-
ony for failure to register as a 
sex offender were continued 
for pretrial conferences. He 
was granted a personal recog-
nizance bond and remanded 
to custody pending release 
processing. 
nHarold B. Harris, 34, 

Chrisman, appeared in custo-
dy. A pretrial conference was 
scheduled for his unresolved 
charge of a Class 1 felony res-
idential burglary. He was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nEve A. Lorance, 36, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. She was presented with 
and admitted a petition to re-
voke her probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion and a petition to revoke 
her conditional discharge 
sentence for two counts of a 
Class 4 felony aggravated flee-
ing from police conviction. 
She was released on a person-
al recognizance bond and a 
sentencing status hearing was 
scheduled.
nCourtney J. Mills, 24, 

Charleston, appeared in cus-
tody for missing a previous 
court appearance. She pleaded 
guilty to a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
endangerment of a child. For 
the felony, Mills was sen-
tenced to 150 days in jail with 
75 days to be served starting 
Dec. 26 with the remaining 
time subject to a motion to 
vacate, two years of proba-
tion, a $500 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. For the 
misdemeanor conviction, she 
was sentenced to 18 months 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. 

In another matter, Mills 
pleaded guilty to a Class 2 fel-
ony possession of a controlled 
substance in a penal insti-
tution charge. She was sen-
tenced to 150 days in jail with 
75 days to be served concur-
rently with the previous felo-
ny conviction and the remain-
ing time subject to a motion to 
vacate, two years of probation 
to be served concurrently, a 
$500 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees. She was addi-
tionally ordered to complete 
counseling per an evaluation 
and to forfeit all items seized 
at the time of her arrest.
nChristopher R. Reedy, 

43, Paris, appeared in custody. 
A new public defender was ap-
pointed to represent him for 
an unresolved Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine, Class 4 felony obstruc-
tion of justice, Class A misde-
meanor domestic battery and 
Class A misdemeanor resist-
ing a police officer charges. 
His bond was reduced to 
$4,000 from $5,000, and the 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 
nSeth A. Smith, 19, Paris, 

appeared in custody. The state 
withdrew a Class 2 felony ag-
gravated criminal sexual abuse 
charge. His oral motion to re-
duce bond was denied, and a 
pretrial conference was sched-
uled for his unresolved Class 
A misdemeanor criminal 
sexual abuse charge. He was 
remanded to custody pending 

posting of bond.
nJamaica A. White, 41, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
She was charged with a Class 
1 felony residential burglary, 
a Class 2 felony burglary, a 
Class A misdemeanor crimi-
nal damage to property and a 
Class B misdemeanor criminal 
trespassing to a building. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the oral motion for a 
bond reduction was denied. 
The matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing, and 
she was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 

CHARGES
nQuinton A. Inman, 25, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of a 
hypodermic syringe. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing.
nArchie L. Kennedy, 39, 

Paris, was presented with a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 2 felony 
burglary conviction. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nKip M. Pesavento, 49, 

Terre Haute, Ind., was pre-
sented with and denied a pe-
tition to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. 
nTimothy J. Posey, 35, Par-

is, was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor violation of the 
concealed carry act and two 
counts of a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. He told the 
court he has hired an attorney. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with coun-
sel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nAshley S. Boswell Horn-

brook, 22, Paris, was resen-
tenced for a petition to revoke 
her probation sentence for a 
Class 4 felony possession of a 
controlled substance convic-
tion. She was resentenced to 
120 days in jail with 90 days to 
be served as electronic home 
monitoring and the remaining 
time subject to a motion to 
vacate, two years of probation 
and ordered to pay all previ-
ous financial obligations and 
complete counseling as previ-
ously ordered.
nAngela J. Jordan, 42, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor criminal dam-
age to property charge. She 
was sentenced to one year of 
conditional discharge, court 
costs and various state fees.

nSummer D. Perisho, 38, 
Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. She 
was sentenced to one year of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. 
nChristina Wilson, 48, 

Charleston, admitted a peti-
tion to revoke her conditional 
discharge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license conviction. 
She was resentenced to 60 
days in jail subject to a motion 
to vacate, 18 months condi-
tional discharge and ordered 
to complete the community 
service work previously or-
dered.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nSierra A. Maus, 28, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor leaving the scene of 
an accident charge. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nMark E. McConchie, 

54, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
two counts of a Class A mis-
demeanor driving under the 
influence of alcohol charges. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. 
nMichael P. Miller, 40, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. The 
matter was continued for the 
pretrial conference.
nTravis A. Posey, 36, Paris, 

denied a petition to revoke his 
probation sentence for a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nLucas D. Reed, 27, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to two counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.

OTHER MATTERS
nJacob K. Wernz, 27, Mar-

shall, failed to appear in court 
for a motion to vacate jail time 
attached to his Class A mis-
demeanor possession of a hy-
podermic syringe conviction. 
The court imposed a four-day 
jail sentence and issued a no-
bond warrant for his arrest.  

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer 
the court call: Alexandra J. 
Behiter, 25, Brocton; Thomas 
M. Devers, 42, Paris; Jassem 
M. Holvani, no age provid-
ed, Chrisman; Crystal M. 
Lenhart, 32, Paris; Efrain A. 
Martinez, 27, Paris; Andrea 
M. Owens, 30, Champaign; 
Benjamin Russell Payne Jr., 
27, Clinton, Ind.; Tyler E. 
Smith, 27, Terre Haute, Ind.; 
and Tiffany J. Wey, 40, Terre 
Haute, Ind.
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We have Cremation Mausoleums

CHRISTINE SANDERS
MARSHALL – Chris-

tine A. Sanders, 48, of Mar-
shall, passed away 7:09 p.m. 

W e d n e s -
day, Dec. 
26, 2018, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

A service 
honoring her 
life is 1 p.m. 

Monday, Dec. 31, at Pearce 
Funeral Home, with Pastor 
Tim Duke officiating. Burial 
is in the Marshall Cemetery. 
Visitation is from 11 a.m. until 
the service time at the funeral 
home. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Marshall 
Congregational Church. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

SANDERS

SHARON RICHEY
MARSHALL – Sharon 

J. Richey, 68, of Marshall, 
passed away at 2:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, 
Dec. 25, 
2018, at her 
home fol-
lowing an 
extended ill-
ness. 

A grave-
side service 

is 2:30 p.m. today, Dec. 29, 
at Marshall Cemetery, with 
Bro. Paul Cooper officiating. 
Pearce Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Marshall Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

RICHEY

BEVERLY PETERS
MARSHALL – Beverly A. 

Peters, 77, of Paris, IL passed 
away at 1:35 a.m. Monday, 

Dec. 24, 
2018, at Paris 
Hea l t h c a re 
Center. 

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
her life was 2 
p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 27, 

at Pearce Funeral Home, with 
Bro. Art Orndorff officiating. 
Burial was in the Mt. Pleasant 
Cemetery, rural Martinsville. 
Visitation was from noon un-
til the service time Thursday 
at the funeral home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Foundation. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

PETERS

MARY LOU LAIRD
MARSHALL – Mary 

Lou Laird, 93, of Marshall, 
passed away Dec. 25, 2018, 

at Burnsides 
Community 
Health Cen-
ter.   

A service 
honoring her 
life is 10:30 
a.m. today, 
Dec. 29, at 

Pearce Funeral Home, with 
Bro. Gene Ellis officiating. 
Burial is in the Marshall Cem-
etery. Visitation was from 4-7 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 28, at the fu-
neral home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the American 
Cancer Society or the Alzhei-
mer’s Foundation. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

LAIRD

NANCY KRONST
WATERLOO – Nancy M. 

Wrobel Kronst, 85, of Wa-
terloo, died Dec. 27, 2018, 

at Waterloo.
 A Mass 

of Christian 
Burial is 2 
p.m. today, 
Dec. 29, 
at SS Pe-
ter & Paul 
C h u r c h , 

with the Rev. Osang Idag-
bo as the celebrant. Private 
burial is at a later date. Vis-
itation was from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 28, at Quern-
heim Funeral Home, and 
again from noon to 1:30 
p.m. today at the funeral 
home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to SS Peter & Paul 
Church (Pro-Life) or to 
Life Network of Southern 
Illinois. 

More information and 
online condolences at  www.
quer nheimf uneral home.
com.

KRONST

CLAYTON GARRARD
CASEY – Clayton Everitt 

Garrard, 76, of Casey, passed 
away at 12:23 p.m. Tuesday, 

Dec. 25, 
2018, at his 
home.   

A Masonic 
service was 2 
p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 28, at 
Casey Cum-
berland Cem-

etery followed by a graveside 
service and burial, with the 
Rev. Justin Janney officiating. 
Markwell Funeral Home was 
in charge of the arrangements.

 More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

GARRARD

ROSEMARY ELSBERRY
Rosemary Elsberry, 89, of 

Paris, passed away at 7 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 23, 2018, at 

Cobblestone 
C r o s s i n g 
Health Cam-
pus, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
She was a 
homemaker 
and former 
secretary at 

Roger Fruin’s law office. 
A Mass of Christian Burial 

is 10 a.m. today, Dec. 29, at St. 
Aloysius Catholic Church at 
North Arm with the Rev. Dan 
Bedel officiating. Burial fol-

lows in North Arm Cemetery. 
Visitation was from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 28, at Stewart and 
Carroll Funeral Home, with 
the recitation of the rosary at 
3:30 p.m. prior to visitation.

Mrs. Elsberry was born Jan. 
17, 1929, at Paris, the daughter 
of the late John R. and Ethel 
Dunn Mattingly. She married 
Ivan Francis Elsberry Feb. 
23, 1949, in the rectory at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Paris. Mr. Elsberry passed away 
March 23, 2006.  

Survivors include seven 
children, Raymond Francis 
(Cheryln) Elsberry of Paris, 
Maurine Rose Tapscott of San 

Antonio, Texas, Robert Ivan 
Elsberry of Paris, Rita Ann 
Alexander of Paris, Teresa 
Jane Elsberry of Terre Haute, 
Ind., Lawrence Allen (Misty) 
Elsberry of Paris and Michael 
Thomas Elsberry of Arthur; 
two siblings, Janet Carrington 
of Redmon and Richard (Ja-
nis) Mattingly of Dallas, Texas; 
14 grandchildren; and eight 
great grandchildren.  

She was preceded in death 
by two infant sons; one daugh-
ter, Barbara Jean Lishin; five 
brothers, Francis Mattingly, 
John E. Mattingly, Leon Mat-
tingly, Fr. Allen Mattingly and 
Phillip Mattingly; and four sis-

ters, Catherine Duzan, Loretta 
Fitzgerald, Betty Jean Zack and 
Phyllis Waller.

Mrs. Elsberry was a mem-
ber of St. Aloysius Catholic 
Church at North Arm and was 
on the state board for the Cath-
olic Daughters of the Americas. 
She was a member of and won 
numerous awards with the Ed-
gar County Home Extension. 
She was very active in her com-
munity and her church.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to North Arm 
Cemetery.  

Online condolences www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com.

ELSBERRY

RONNIE COX
CASEY – Ronnie Dale Cox, 

72, of Casey, passed away at 6 
a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 25, 2018, at 

Casey Health 
Care Center.   

A funer-
al service 
was 11 a.m. 
Friday, Dec. 
28, at Mark-
well Funeral 
Home, with 

Lowell Kibler officiating. Buri-
al followed in Hazel Dell South 
Cemetery, Hazel Dell. Visi-
tation was from 10 a.m. until 
the service time Friday at the 
funeral home. 

Memorials donations may 
be made to Dementia Society 
of America at www.demen-
tiasociety.org

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com. 

COX
DWAYNE BOWLING

OAKLAND – Dwayne Al-
len Bowling, 77, of Oakland, 
passed away Thursday, Dec. 

20, 2018. 
Visitation 

was 1 to 3 
p.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 26, 
at Krabel Fu-

neral Home.
More information and on-

line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

Wild weather sweeps U.S.

Special to The Prairie Press

A car fell into this collapsed culvert due to heavy rains on Tommy Butler Road in the Causeyville 
Whynot area of Lauderdale County, Miss., Friday, Dec 28. No one was hurt in the accident. The 
National Weather Service posted flash flood watches and warnings for much of the South from 
Louisiana into southwest Virginia.

BY JOHN SEEWER
Associated Press

A powerful winter storm 
that brought blizzard warn-
ings Friday across the Upper 
Midwest was blamed for at 
least three fatal crashes while 
flash flooding from rains in 
the South swept away cars and 
forced dozens of water rescues.

In northern New England, a 
mix of snow, sleet, freezing rain 
and rain added up to make for 
dangerous driving Friday for 
post-holiday travelers.

Much of the Dakotas and 
part of Minnesota were under a 
blizzard warning after many ar-
eas got a foot (30 centimeters) 
of snow or more Thursday.

A collision between a small 
bus and an SUV in Minnesota 
killed a 47-year-old woman on 
the bus and injured nine oth-
ers Thursday. A second person 
died in central Minnesota after 
being struck on a road by a 
pickup with a plow blade.

In North Dakota, a pick-
up truck driver was killed 
Thursday on a snow-covered 
highway when visibility was 
reduced by blowing snow from 
a plow, according to the state 
highway patrol.

Another storm dumped up 
to 12 inches (30 centimeters) 
of rain in Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi, sweeping away cars 
and forcing some residents to 
be rescued from their homes 
before the rains moved into 
Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, 
and western North Carolina 
on Friday.

The National Weather Ser-
vice posted flash flood watch-
es and warnings for much of 
the South from Louisiana into 
southwest Virginia.

“We had an extreme flash 

flooding event,” said Glen 
Moore, the emergency man-
agement director in Forrest 
County, in southwestern Mis-
sissippi, which saw 9 inches 
(23 centimeters) fall over 12 
hours through early Friday.

Authorities had to rescue 
residents from about 25 area 
homes in Forrest County, 
Moore said.

They rescued one man 
whose car was swept away after 
he went around a barricade on 
a flooded road, Moore said.

“He was able to make it out-
side of the car and latch onto a 
tree until we could get a boat to 
him,” Moore said.

Mississippi officials warned 
that flood levels on some rivers 
in the state could be high, es-

pecially if the forecast for more 
rain through Tuesday holds up. 
Some levels could match a 2016 
flood that led to a federal disas-
ter declaration, said Greg Flynn, 
the state’s Emergency Manage-
ment Agency spokesman.

He said survey teams were 
still assessing damage from 
flash flooding in southern Mis-
sissippi and it was too soon to 
say how many roads and bridg-
es were damaged or how many 
homes were flooded.

Rain-fed rivers were rising 
Friday in some New Orleans 
suburbs north of big Lake Pon-
tchartrain.

The St. Tammany Parish 
government told residents of 
neighborhoods along both 
sides of the Tchefuncte River 

to consider voluntary evacua-
tion because of the possibility 
of flooding Friday night and 
Saturday. The parish also de-
clared an emergency to coor-
dinate local, state and federal 
resources.

North of St. Tammany 
Parish in Washington Parish, 
Parish President Richard N. 
Thomas said in a Facebook 
message that 10 to 13 inches of 
rain had caused flash floods in 
the Bogalusa, Varnado and An-
gie areas, and some people had 
to be rescued.

Waterford reveals new 
pattern for NYC ball
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

NEW YORK — This 
year, Waterford and Times 
Square New Year’s Eve 
invite revelers to share in 
the “Gift of Harmony,” 
the sixth gift in the 10-
year “Greatest Gifts” se-
ries that will decorate the 
Waterford Crystal Times 
Square New Year’s Eve 
Ball through 2023. 

Each annual edition of 
the gift series reflects sen-
timents shared globally 
during the holidays. This 
year Waterford celebrates 
the harmony within us all.

Since ringing in the 
Millennium in 2000, the 
iconic Waterford Crystal 
Times Square New Year’s 

Eve Ball has counted down 
to the New Year with people 
from all over the world, in-
spiring celebration and mer-
riment. 

Each year, 192 of the 2,688 
triangles adorning the ball are 
replaced with a new signature 
cut crystal pattern. 

This year, the Gift of Har-
mony pattern will be added 
to the “Greatest Gifts” collec-
tion of triangles already dis-
played on the Ball, creating a 
patch work quilt of Waterford 
crystal craftsmanship. 

The Gift of Harmony de-
sign features a band of har-
monious cuts that resemble 
the notes musicians play and 
the way in which they work 
together to become some-
thing mesmerizing.



Bye-bye, 2018. 
Thanks for leaving us with a rich 

supply of nominees for my first 
annual Significa 
Awards, a year-
end roundup of 
significantly trivial 
news that revealed 
something 
startling about 
our times, yet 
never quite turned 
into full-blown 
columns.

The list of nom-
inees is long but 
shrinks a lot if you 

don’t count news that mentions 
our national newsmaker-in-chief, 
President Donald Trump, who 
persistently makes new news 
faster than I can comment on his 
older news. 

Nevertheless, here are the 
winners:
nDIGITAL DENIAL. “Social 

media” are “totally discriminating 
against Republican/Conserva-
tive voices,” tweeted President 
Donald Trump on Twitter, a social 
medium.
nMAKE AMERICA RELATE 

AGAIN; WAIT, WHAT? In June, 
State Department spokeswoman 
Heather Nauert, a former “Fox 
& Friends” presenter, cited the 
D-Day landings as an example of 
America’s “very strong relation-
ship with the government of Ger-
many.” Chancellor Angela Merkel 
was not available for comment.
nTHERE’S BIG MONEY IN 

MUNCHIES. Congratulations 
to the enterprising San Diego girl 
who sold more than 300 boxes 
of Girl Scout cookies in six hours 
by setting up her stand in front 
of a legal marijuana dispensary. 
Although news media withheld 
her name, I foresee a great future 
in business for this young woman, 
who obviously knows some-
thing about targeting consumer 
demand.
nHAIR TODAY, GROAN 

TOMORROW. Whatever White 
House senior adviser Stephen 
Miller was saying about border 
policy in his recent appearance on 
“Face the Nation,” Twitter chatter 
quickly became dominated by 
his high forehead and how much 
hair now was there. Speculation 
flourished on social networks 
about the prematurely balding 
33-year-old’s new widow’s peak. 
Was it “spray-on hair”? Or was it 
a flattened Chia Pet, pasted on to 
distract from the administration’s 
flawed border policy? Stay tuned.
nREMEMBER WHEN 

PEOPLE SAID “MERRY 
CHRISTMAS,” NOT “WE’RE 
CRAZYTOWN.” Bob Wood-
ward’s behind-the-scenes best-sell-
er “Fear” quotes Trump’s chief of 
staff Gen. John Kelly as saying of 
Trump in a staff meeting: “He’s an 
idiot. It’s pointless to try to con-
vince him of anything. He’s gone 
off the rails. We’re in crazytown. 
… This is the worst job I’ve ever 
had.” Kelly and White House 
spokesmen denied Woodward’s 
report as fake news. Nevertheless, 
when Kelly left earlier than his 
previously announced year-end 
departure date, many wished — as 
The New Yorker’s satirist Andy 
Borowitz suggested — that he 
could take the nuclear codes with 
him.
nNO THANKS, WE’D 

RATHER TEXT. Despite the 
easing of taboos and the rise of 
hookup apps in the age of Tinder 
and Grindr, new research shows 
American teens and young adults 
actually are having less sex than 
earlier generations, much to the 
relief, I am sure, of countless 
parents of millennials. However, 
as the December issue of The 
Atlantic reports, psychology pro-
fessor Jean Twenge of San Diego 
State University has found the 
delay in teen sex may be the first 
indicator of a more widespread 
withdrawal from physical intimacy 
by teens that lasts into adulthood. 

My theory: The youngsters are too 
preoccupied with Snapchat.
nCHARGED WITH LIVING 

WHILE BLACK. A lump of coal 
goes out to white people who 
were caught on video and shamed 
online after calling police on 
black people who weren’t doing 
anything legally wrong. CVS, for 
example, fired two employees in 
Chicago’s Edgewater neighbor-
hood in July after one, the store 
manager, was videoed calling 
police on a black female customer 
who was trying to use a discount 
coupon that the manager thought 
was fraudulent. It was not.

Among others who were 
similarly shamed on social media, 
sometimes with catchy hashtag 
nicknames:
n“BBQ Becky,” a white woman 

in Oakland, Calif., who called 
police on a group of black people 
whom she falsely accused of ille-
gally barbecuing at a public park. 
Turns out that they had a legal 
permit.

“Permit Patty,” a San Francisco 
woman, was videoed calling police 
on an 8-year-old black girl who 
was selling bottled water near a 
ballpark without a vendor’s permit 
— which she did not need.
n“Golfcart Gail,” a white 

woman and soccer field marshal in 
a golf cart in Ponte Vedra Beach, 
Fla., who called police in her over-
reaction to a black father who had 
been yelling instructions at his son 
during a youth soccer game.

Sure, people of all colors make 
mistakes. But it’s wise to remem-
ber a journalism professor’s advice 
that I heard years ago as he broke 
down the spelling of “assume” on 
a chalkboard. “Don’t assume,” he 
said, “or you make an ‘ass’ of ‘U’ 
and ‘me.’ 

Unforgettable.
Happy New Year.
(Clarence Page is a member of the 

Chicago Tribune Editorial Board. 
Email him at cpage@chicagotri-
bune.com.)
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People on Social 
Security need a tax break. 
The rest of us need to 

make sure 
they get 
it — for 
everyone’s 
sake.

When 
Congress 
made 
Social 
Security 
benefits 
taxable 
in 1983, 

lawmakers didn’t index 
the tax thresholds to 
inflation. They “forgot” in-
flation again when adding 
a second layer of taxation 
in 1993.

That means the pro-
portion of recipients who 
have to pay federal income 
taxes on their benefits 
keeps increasing. Initially, 
only 1 in 10 Social Secu-
rity recipients had to pay 
any federal tax. Now, it’s 
over half.

Not indexing to infla-
tion is a sneaky way of 
boosting taxes . Lawmak-
ers can count on growing 
federal revenue without 
the politically uncom-
fortable act of repeatedly 
voting for those increases.

The taxes are based on 
combined income, which 
is a taxpayer’s adjusted 
gross income, plus any 
tax-exempt interest (such 
as interest on mutual 
bonds) and half of her 
Social Security benefit. 
Based on that:

- Single people with 
combined income over 
$25,000 a year, or couples 
with over $32,000 a year, 
face taxes on up to 50 
percent of Social Security 
benefits.

- Single retirees earning 
over $34,000 and couples 
earning over $44,000 
may pay taxes on up to 85 
percent of benefits.

Because of the way 
Social Security benefits 
are taxed, many mid-
dle-income retirees face a 
tax torpedo, where their 
marginal tax rate can more 
than double. (If you’ll 
have retirement savings 
of roughly $200,000 or 
more, consider talking 
to a tax professional or 
financial planner about 
how and when to claim 
Social Security benefits to 

Clawing 
back trade 
power

2018 brought pride, excitement and new businesses to Edgar County

“You’re the top! You’re an Arrow collar. 
You’re the top! You’re a Coolidge dollar. 
You’re the nimble tread of the feet of Fred 
Astaire, 
You’re Mussolini, 
You’re Mrs. Sweeny, 
You’re Camembert.”

—A version of “You’re the Top,” Cole Porter 
(1934)

WASHINGTON — In the early 1930s, 
when Benito Mussolini was one of the world’s 
most admired political figures, Franklin Roo-

sevelt proclaimed in his first 
inaugural address that there 
might have to be a, “tempo-
rary departure,” from, “the 
normal balance of executive 
and legislative authority,” so 
that he could wield in domes-
tic policy, “broad executive 
power,” as great as would be 
given to him were America, 
“invaded by a foreign foe.” 
Such was the allure of unfet-
tered executive power, the 

Studebaker automobile company of South 
Bend, Indiana, marketed a model called the 
Dictator.

The Constitution vests in Congress the 
power, “to regulate commerce with foreign 
nations.” For decades, however, Congress has 
granted vast trade discretion to presidents, 
for reasons of sloth (setting policy is work), 
prudence (taking responsibility is risky) and 
ideology (executive discretion is modern; the 
separation of powers is an anachronistic im-
pediment to energetic government). Today, 
however, there is growing legislative resis-
tance to some broad powers that presidents 
possess because legislators improvidently — 
and, arguably, unconstitutionally — delegat-
ed them to presidents, particularly regarding 
international trade. Those powers include the 
presidential imposition of taxes, which tariffs 
are, paid by Americans.

Sens. Rob Portman, R-Ohio, Doug Jones, 
D-Ala., and Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, have intro-
duced legislation that would, they say — sac-
rificing candor to political delicacy —, “better 
align,” Section 232 of the Trade Expansion 
Act of 1962 with its original intent, which was 
to enable presidential responses, “to genuine 
threats to national security.” The senators 
would require the Defense Department to 
justify the national security basis for tariffs. 
Imagine the generals and admirals today 
trying to explain the threat posed by import-
ed automobiles and auto parts, or by steel and 
aluminum imported from nations (six of the 
top 10 sources of imported steel) that have 
mutual-defense agreements with America.

In 1903, Winston Churchill, then 28, 
warned (this is from Andrew Roberts’ mag-
nificent new biography) that by embracing 
protectionism the Conservative Party would, 
“cause the lobbies to be crowded with the 
touts of protected industries.” The Trump 
administration’s protectionism has turned the 
Commerce Department — it is now an im-
pediment to the activity that its name denotes 
— into a bazaar for such touts.

Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., raises an issue that 
implicates constitutional issues that are even 
more fundamental than those addressed by 
the Portman-Jones-Ernst measure. President 
Trump might try to force congressional rati-
fication of his United States-Mexico-Canada 
(USMCA) replacement of the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement by terminating 
NAFTA. This would confront Congress with 
an unpalatable choice: embrace the USM-
CA, or live without an agreement and with 
economic chaos.

Toomey correctly argues that Congress 
cannot delegate the power to repeal statutes. 
Statutes implementing congressional-exec-
utive trade agreements explicitly authorize 
presidents to take certain actions, which 
make implausible implicit delegation of the 
power to terminate such agreements.

The president might argue that he can 
unilaterally terminate treaties (although no 
president did so until 1927), and that con-
gressional-executive agreements decisively 
resemble treaties because presidential initia-
tive is paramount. However, the president’s 
power in foreign relations is plenary except 

“Even if I knew that tomorrow the 
world would go to pieces, I would still 
plant my apple tree.”

—Martin Luther

As 2018 winds down and our 
friends and neighbors look forward 
to a new year, it’s natural to take stock 
in our lives and our communities.

It’s no secret we have problems in 
Edgar County — but who doesn’t? 
The difference, we believe, is we 
are trying to do something about 
them — to make life better for those 
around us.

We are blessed in this county to 
have wonderful school systems that 
have been recognized for the edu-
cation they provide to our children. 
Crestwood Elementary School and 
Mayo Middle School were each 
honored as exemplary by the Illinois 

State Board of Education while every 
other school in our county — Shi-
loh, Chrisman, Kansas, Paris High 
School were recognized as com-
mendable. 

Our schools are preparing our 
children just not for college but to 
enter the workplace. Not everyone 
feels college is right for them. Our 
school districts have recognized that 
fact and are moving to prepare them 
for a better life.

In this day and age, it seems ev-
eryone is negative about everything. 
But this year has reminded us of the 
good in our communities. The Kan-
sas Lions Fish Fry. The 2018 Paris 

Tiger football team. The F3 Festival 
in Hume. The Edgar County Fair. 
The Paris Center of Fine Arts and all 
it has to offer for everyone.

There are those who enjoy tearing 
down the positives in our county 
and our communities — for whatev-
er reason. But like Martin Luther in 
the quote we shared at the beginning 
of this final Prairie Press editorial of 
2018, we choose to move forward 
and strive to make the lives of every-
one better.

Whether it’s joining together to 
support Shop with a Cop, or pack 
Community Nurse Christmas 
Baskets or volunteer to tutor a child, 
each of us in our own way is making 
a positive difference.

As we move into 2019, let us 
recommit ourselves to moving 
forward. 

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 
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We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  a letter, please 
include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
limit it to 500 words. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the 
topic (preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments. 
We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns. 

HAVE YOUR SAY

 BY MAIL/IN PERSON: 
The Prairie Press
Attn: Letters to the Editor
101 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944

BY EMAIL:  
nzeman@prairiepress.net
BY FAX: 217-921-3309
QUESTIONS? Call 217-921-3216

WHO WE ARE

SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848

Published by
Prairie Beacon, LLC

Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisher

USPS 420-580. Periodicals postage paid  at the Paris,  
Illinois, post office, 61944. The Prairie Press is published once 
a week, on Saturdays, by Prairie Beacon, LLC.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-News

GEORGE
WILL
RIGHT 
OPINION

See WILL, Page 7A

CLARENCE
PAGE
GUEST 
COLUMN

LIZ
WESTON
NERD  
WALLET

See WESTON, Page 7A



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2018  |  7AOPINION

YOUR LOCAL 
HOMETOWN 
As your local independent agent, we’re your neighbor - someone you can 
trust and someone who’s here for you 24/7!

Paris •  217-465-5041
www.DimondBros.com

HERO

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

WILL
FROM PAGE 6A

regarding commerce, 
where the president has no 
independent power and 
where the Constitution’s 
Commerce Clause estab-
lishes Congress’ primacy. 
Presidents can make trade 
treaties that must be con-
sented to by two-thirds of 
the Senate. 

But congressional-ex-
ecutive agreements like 
NAFTA are authorized 
by statutes passed by both 
houses of Congress and 
must be terminated by 
statutes.

In 1952, during the 
Korean War, the Supreme 
Court rejected President 
Truman’s claim that his 
inherent and implied pow-
ers as commander in chief 
legitimated his seizure of 
steel mills to prevent dis-
ruption by labor disputes. 

In a concurring opinion, 
Justice Robert Jackson 
said that presidential pow-
ers, “fluctuate depending 
on their disjunction or 
conjunction with those of 

WESTON
FROM PAGE 6A

minimize the tax effects.)
In many cases, we’re pun-

ishing people who saved for 
retirement. That isn’t fair, and 
it isn’t smart.

So we should demand 
Congress index Social Securi-
ty taxation to inflation, right? 
Based on the 1983 threshold 
numbers, that would ensure 
that only singles making 
over about $64,000 year, and 
couples making over $82,000 
a year, would have to pay 
taxes on their Social Security 
income.

If only it were that simple.
The money collected 

from these taxes goes to two 
specific places: the Social 
Security and Medicare trust 
funds. Perhaps you’re starting 
to see the problem.

Both trust funds are run-
ning short of cash and could 
be depleted in a few years. 
That doesn’t mean they’ll be 
bankrupt. It does mean they 
won’t be able to pay 100 per-
cent of promised benefits.

Social Security’s retirement 
trust fund is expected to run 
dry in 2034, after which it 
would be able to pay only 75 
percent of the benefits that 
have been promised. Yanking 
away what amounts to 4 
percent of its revenue, which 
is what’s generated by taxing 
up to 50 percent of benefits,  
would just hasten that day.

Medicare’s hospital insur-
ance trust fund is in worse 
shape. The fund, which pays 
for inpatient hospital visits, 
skilled nursing, home health 
care and hospice, is forecast 
to be depleted in 2026, just 
a few years from now. The 
money raised from taxing So-
cial Security benefits makes 
up 8 percent of the revenue 
going into the fund.

So fixing the stealth tax will 
require fixing Social Security 
and Medicare as well.

Proposals to privatize 
or scrap these systems face 
strong political opposi-
tion. Plus, the proponents 
can’t guarantee that future 
generations would be better 
off. Shoring up the current 
systems, by contrast, would 
ensure that today’s workers 
get the benefits they’ve been 
promised.

That almost certainly 
means those of us who are 
still working will pay in one 
way or another. We could fix 
the problem virtually over-
night by raising the Social 
Security tax rate by 1.415 
percent to 7.615 percent 
and increasing the Medicare 
tax rate by 0.32 percent to 
1.77 percent . (Employers 
would pay an equal amount, 
since payroll taxes are split 
between workers and em-
ployers.)

More likely, tax increases 
would be phased in over time 
and combined with other 
changes, such as raising the 
full retirement age and lifting 
or eliminating the current cap 
on how much of our earnings 
are taxed. (The current 6.2 
percent Social Security 
tax applies only to the first 
$128,700 of annual earn-
ings in 2018, while the 1.45 
percent Medicare tax applies 
to all earnings.) 

You can experiment with 
possible solutions using 
the American Academy of 
Actuaries’ Social Security 
Game.

Few of us are excited about 
paying more taxes, but shov-
ing the burden onto retired 
people who’ve already paid 
their dues simply isn’t right. 
Making the system more fair 
could benefit all of us, now 
and in the future.

(Liz Weston is a columnist 
at NerdWallet, a certified fi-
nancial planner and the author 
of “Your Credit Score.” Email 
her at lweston@nerdwallet.
com.)
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Congress,” and presidential 
power is at its, “lowest ebb,” 
when the president acts 
against the, “expressed or 
implied will of Congress.” 

That will is expressed, not 
merely implied, in congres-
sional-executive agreements 
like NAFTA.

Although the Studebaker 
company expired in 1966, a 
Dictator model is displayed 
in South Bend’s Studebaker 
Museum. 

Although today’s swollen 
presidency will not soon be a 
museum piece, it is encourag-
ing that a few legislators want 
to claw back some of their 
branch’s powers, thereby 
reducing the executive to a 
dimension more compati-
ble with our constitutional 
architecture.

(George F. Will is a Pulit-
zer-Prize winning columnist 
and a contributor to Fox 

News’ daytime and primetime 
programming. Email him at 
georgewill@washpost.com.)
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Prospect Bank

MUSICIAN OF 
THE MONTH

Honoring outstanding Paris High School seniors who
participate in instrumental or vocal music or drama.

Johnna Armstrong Watson
December 2018 Musician of the Month

Pictured from left are: Assistant Director of Bands and Choir Director, Paris High School, Jessica 
Hendrickson; Director of Bands, Paris High School, Kevin Pruiett; Award Recipient, Johnna Armstrong 

Watson; Senior Vice President Retail & Assistant Cashier for Prospect Bank, Autumn Kasey.

Johnna, daughter of Kelly Armstrong & John Watson, has earned the Musician 
of the Month award sponsored by Prospect Bank. Johnna has as 4.89 GPA, is 
a member of the National Honor Society, Honor Roll, and Tri-M National Music 
Honor Society.  Johnna is involved in Band and Beacon Brigade.  She is also a 
member Bionic & Sub Debs.  She enjoys volunteering with Bionic activities and 
is a PHS Student Worker. She has also volunteered with the Relay for Life, REC 
Auction, & Tri-M canned food drive.

The officers and staff of Prospect Bank understand the discipline and commitment of 
excellence required of our outstanding senior musicians.  We are proud to honor this 

outstanding PCHS student for working to be the best!

Member FDIC

armor and a pistol in a chest 
holster entered the Edgar 
County Jail. He claimed to 
be a federal agent and asked 
for deputies to assist him in 
arresting several local people, 
including elected officials. 
Deputies convinced him 
to disarm and arrested him 
without a serious incident.

A search of Justin Hefner’s 
vehicle revealed at AR-15 rifle 
modified with a bump stock to 
accelerate the speed of shoot-
ing and a quick release lever 
for the ammunition magazine. 
The authorities also found a 
fully-loaded 100-round drum 
magazine and other high ca-
pacity magazines.

Hefner was subsequently 
found incompetent to stand 
trial and was remanded to the 
Department of Human Ser-
vices for treatment. The case 
remained unresolved at the 
end of 2018.

SHILOH WANTS A SCHOOL 
RESOURCE OFFICER

Shiloh School Board mem-
bers reacted to the deadly 
shooting of students at a Flor-
ida high school by instructing 
the school administration 
to devise a plan for placing a 
school resource officer in the 
building. 

Board members saw the 
move as necessary given the 
school’s remote location and 
how long it would take au-
thorities to respond if some-
one came to the school with 
a gun. This was a developing 
story all year long as the ad-
ministration explored dif-
ferent options. By the end 
of 2018, an apparent inter-
governmental agreement be-
tween the school district and 
the Edgar County Sheriff ’s 
Department appeared ready 
for final review. 

KANSAS FFA CREATES FOOD 
PANTRY AT SCHOOL

Concern that some fel-
low students might not have 
enough to eat prompted the 
Kansas High School FFA to 
build and stock a miniature 
food pantry near a school en-
trance. Filled with non-per-
ishable, easy to fix food, stu-
dents needing a meal or snack 

at home can access the pantry.

MARCH
NAL EXPANSION

North American Lighting 
announced a $25 million 
construction project to add 
50 new jobs, increase ware-
house space and put three 
additional multi-colored in-
jection presses into service.

HRC PLANS NEW HEALTH 
RESOURCES CENTER

Human Resources Center 
of Edgar and Clark Counties 
renewed a capital campaign 
to build a Health Resourc-
es Center next to Horizon 
Health. The proposed 8,717 
square foot building has mul-
tiple purposes such as senior 
care, offices for mental health 
and substance abuse ther-
apists, HRC’s living room 
counseling program and 
provide an around the clock 
mental health crisis center.

LABORERS GROUP TO MAKE 
APARTMENTS FROM OLD PHS

The City of Paris gave the 
former Paris High School on 
Main Street to the Laborers’ 
Home Development Corpo-
ration with a plan to convert 
the old building into senior 
citizen apartments. Laborers’ 
Home Development previ-
ously created two affordable 
housing projects on Court 
Street that filled before con-
struction of the units was 
finished.

SMOKE TRAIL GETS NEW 
OWNERS

Cory Craig and Denise 
Cravens purchased the 
Smoke Trail BBQ Restau-
rant at 2116 South Main 
and continued the business’ 
long-standing favorites while 
incorporating their own 
touches.

APRIL
HORIZON HEALTH TAKES OVER

A rebranding effort names 
lumps Paris Community 
Hospital, the Family Medi-
cal Center and the satellite 
clinics under a new name of 
Horizon Health.

CRESTWOOD STUDENT IS 
STATE GEOGRAPHY CHAMP

Crestwood student Ty 
Jones won the Illinois State 

Geography Bee. 

MAY
PARIS WINS BASEBALL 
CONFERENCE

Paris Tigers won the Lit-
tle Illini Conference baseball 
championship.

HOSPITAL STARTS NEW 
AMBULANCE SERVICE 

Horizon Health introduc-
es ambulance service with 
two ambulances available for 
around the clock services. 

NORTHERN EDGAR COUNTY 
AMBULANCE IDENTIFIES 
OPERATING PROBLEMS

Volunteer-operated North-
ern Edgar County Ambu-
lance (NECAS) service was 
challenged by a lack of vol-
unteers and rising expens-
es. NECAS board looked 
at many options including 
petitioning into the Edgar 
County Special Service Area 
Ambulance that provides tax 
assisted ambulance service 
to Hunter, Stratton, Elbridge, 
Symmes, Grandview, Buck 
and Paris townships. Options 
were still being weighed at 
the end of the year and no fi-
nal decision was made.

ANOTHER NEW BUSINESS
The Tingley Reception 

Center opened in what was 
the sales and office space of 
the former Art Reese Lum-
ber Company. The large 
space lends itself to family 
reunions, bridal receptions 
and other activities involving 
large crowds. 

HOUSE FIRE CLAIMS A LIFE
Firefighters managed to 

get an unresponsive Karen 
S. Devers, 66, out of a burn-
ing building at 331 E. Union 
Street. She was transported 
to the Horizon Health emer-
gency room and subsequent-
ly declared dead. The prelimi-
nary cause of death was listed 
as cardiac arrest.

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL CLOSES
St. Mary’s Elementary 

School closed after serving 
Paris, and broader area, for 
120 years. The Diocese of 
Springfield closed the school 
after several years of St. 
Mary’s enrollment declining 
by approximately 25 percent 

2018
FROM PAGE 1A

annually.

JUNE
LOT 50 OPENS

Paris joined the growing 
number of communities with 
a micro-brewery offering 
craft beer. Lot 50 Brewing 
Company, a partnership be-
tween Steve Coombes, Doug 
Smittkamp and Bruce Young 
opened with not only quali-
ty beer but also an emphasis 
on having a fun and fami-
ly-friendly environment. 

AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS 
BACK IN PIPELINE

The use of federal funds 
to improve the fuel storage 
and sale system at the Edgar 
County Airport as well as ex-
panding the apron and resur-
facing of the parallel taxiway 
received final authorization. 
The projects were significant-
ly delayed after a local resi-
dent filed protests claiming 
the airport is not entitled to 
the use of federal funds. The 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation, Division of Aero-
nautics and the Federal Avia-
tion Administration reviewed 
and rejected the claim.

Feutz Contractors won the 
bid to relocate the fuel tanks 
and do part of the apron ex-
pansion. The other work 
has not yet been to bid, but 
all work is expected to start 
during the 2019 construction 
season

STATE ORDERS MORE STAFF AT 
EDGAR COUNTY JAIL

The patience of jail inspec-
tors from the Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections wore 
thin after repeated warnings 
the Edgar County Jail is out of 
compliance with regulations 
for the number of correction-
al officers needed. Sheriff Jeff 
Wood tells the county board 
he was told to either spend 
the money hiring officers or 
spend it on lawyers in a legal 
action. More correctional 
officers were added to the 
sheriff ’s budget for fiscal year 
2019.

SUNDAY ALCOHOL SALES 
PERMITTED IN PARIS

A long-standing blue law 
fell by the wayside when the 
Paris City Council approved 
the Sunday package sale of al-
cohol at retail businesses. The 
move was seen as a way to 
keep Paris’ businesses com-
petitive since other nearby 
communities already allowed 
Sunday sales. 

JULY
PARIS COMMUNITY THEATER 
LAUNCHES

The newly organized Paris 
Community Theater Com-
pany had a successful first 
production with “Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat” at the Paris Cen-
ter of Fine Arts.

SALAMANDERS THWART 
BRIDGE PROJECT

Plans to build a bridge over 
Sugar Creek on Staley Road 
came to an abrupt stop after 
an environmental review of 
the site confirmed the pres-
ence of species of salamander 
that is rare in Illinois. The 
Edgar County Highway De-
partment and the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation 
spent the better part of the re-
maining year negotiating with 
the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency to create a 
remediation plan that still al-
lows the building of the bridge 
while making every effort to 
minimize the danger to the 
salamander population during 
construction. 

EZ CARE MOVES INTO NEW 
HOME

Horizon Health contin-
ues expanding services and 
opens a new walk-in clinic 
that includes weekend hours 
and a clinic for North Amer-
ican Lighting employees and 
their families.

AUGUST
LONG-TIME PARIS BANK 
BOUGHT

First Bank and Trust closed 
its doors and reopensed as 
First Mid Bank and Trust af-
ter a buyout by First Mid.

CHURCH CELEBRATES ANNI-
VERSARY

The small congregation of 
the Scottland United Meth-
odist Church celebrated the 
church reaching its 135th an-
niversary. 

EQUITY FEED MILL STARTS 
OPERATION

The Equity Feed Mill at 
Horace finished construc-

tion and started operation. 
When it reaches full capacity 
the state-of-the-art mill will 
grind 6.4 million bushels of 
corn and 2.7 million bushels 
of soybeans each year into 
hog feed.

RESTAURANT ADOPTS 1950S 
THEME

Sisters Natasha Halimi and 
Tabbatha Madden convert-
ed the former Dog ‘n Suds 
Restaurant at the corner of 
Central and Jasper into Park-
er’s Car Hop, featuring an ex-
tended menu of sandwiches 
and full meals. The new own-
ers reintroduced car hop ser-
vice in a nod to the past.

SEPTEMBER
CHRISMAN APPROVES BOND 
SALE

The Chrisman City Coun-
cil approved the sale of 
$995,000 worth of bonds 
to fix the aging wastewater 
treatment plant and bring it 
within Illinois Environmen-
tal Protection Agency regu-
lations. 

PERK EXPANDS
The PERK mentoring pro-

gram pairing students from 
Paris 95 and Crestwood Unit 
4 expanded to include the 
Kansas School District.

CHURCH CELEBRATES SESQUI-
CENTENNIAL

The Horace Baptist 
Church celebrated 150 years 
of existence with a special 
musical service.

OCTOBER
TRI-COUNTY LOVC CHAMPS

The Tri-County volleyball 
team won the Little Okaw 
Valley championship.

LAST PUMPKIN PICKED
Paul and Sherry Staley end 

the popular Pumpkin Works 
attraction featuring pumpkin 
picking, mazes and hay rides 
at the end of the 2018 Hal-
loween season. Their decision 
was prompted by a desire to 
retire because they were find-
ing the labor involved with 
the operation was becoming 
harder each year.

SWEET VINTAGE OPENS ON THE 
SQUARE

A new business providing 
an outlet to three area busi-
nesses opened on the Paris 
Square. Sweet Vintage car-
ries inventory from Becky 
Rich’s We Lik It Farmstand 
ice cream, locally produced 
Circle H Honey from Jacob 
and Betsy Higginbotham and 
the eclectic antiques and col-
lectibles of Hilary Walker’s 
Cherry Tree.

LANDOWNERS LOSE TO 
AMEREN

A group of local land-
owners trying to prevent 
Ameren Illinois from build-
ing a high-voltage electric 
line across their properties 
suffered a serious setback 
from the Illinois Supreme 
Court. The high court ruled 
the local trial court exceeded 
it authority in declare the Illi-
nois Public Utilities Act Un-
constitutional when the issue 
before the court was Ameren 
seeking eminent domain to 
access the ground. In return-
ing the case to Edgar County, 
the supreme court prohibited 
any additional consideration 
of the constitutionality issue. 
The land owners have asked 
the court to reconsider and 
are preparing an appeal to the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

TIGERS GO UNDEFEATED
The Paris High School 

Football team had an un-
defeated season for the first 
time in school history and 
captured the LIC champion-
ship. 

NOVEMBER
NEW RAILROAD IN TOWN

The short-line Decatur 
& Eastern Illinois Railroad 
bought the CSX rail line 
through Paris and Edgar 
County and immediately set 
out to improve rail service in 
the area.

KANSAS GRANDFATHERS 
CHICKENS

Feathers flew in Kansas 
for a little while after the vil-
lage board considered ban-
ning the practice of keeping 
chickens in town. The village 
ordinances permitted resi-
dents to have hens but when 
somebody requested adding 
geese to the ordinance the 
trustees decided to get rid of 
all birds. A complaint by Am-
ber Slaymaker that her small 
coop of hens were beneficial 

for teaching her autistic son 
about the responsibility of 
caring for the animals result-
ed in a classic American com-
promise. The village still bans 
chickens but grandfathered 
Slaymaker’s birds for their 
natural life. 

ELECTION KEEPS STATUS QUO
Most aspects of the No-

vember election were a 
foregone conclusion since 
all of the local candidates 
were running unopposed for 
re-election. The single excep-
tion was the sheriff ’s race be-
tween incumbent Jeff Wood 
and challenger Tom Dolan. 
Wood won.

EFFINGHAM HALTS TIGER’S 
WINNING STREAK

The historic Paris Tigers 
football season ended during 
the playoffs with a 30-14 loss 
to Effingham.

CHURCH MEMBERS GET 
CERTIFIED TO SERVE IN 
DISASTER AREAS

Some members of the 
Grace Lutheran Church 
completed courses certifying 
them as members of the Lu-
theran Early Response Team, 
and allowing them to go and 
assist in disaster areas con-
trolled by the Illinois Emer-
gency Management Agency 
or the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency.

NEW BOUTIQUE OPENS IN 
PARIS

Stephanie McKenna ful-
filled a life-long dream of 
owning her own business 
with Bee Sweet Boutique on 
the Paris square. The invento-
ry features clothing for wom-
en of all ages. 

NEW CHRISTMAS TREE 
BUSINESS

Stephanie and Joe Schmitt  
opened Schmitt Family Tree 
Farm as a seasonal business at 
their rural home. Customers 
can buy a cut Christmas tree, 
greenery and other Christ-
mas related items. The long-
range goal is to have growing 
trees that can be harvested on 
site. 

SCHOOL SHOOTING RUMORS 
CREATE CONCERN

Paris High School officials 
and local law enforcement 
reacted quickly to two sepa-
rate issues where there was a 
perceived threat of a school 
shooting by some some stu-
dents. No shootings occurred 
but four students were re-
moved from school in con-
nection with the threat. 

DECEMBER
CHRISMAN-PARIS WORK ON 
WATER DEAL

The cities of Chrisman and 
Paris entered into a deal to 
build a pipeline north from 
Paris to the intersection of 
state Route 1 and U.S. 36 to 
carry water to Chrisman. The 
proposal fell into place when 
efforts to resolve problems 
with Chrisman’s water well 
were not productive and new 
issues developed. Construc-
tion is expected to start after 
the 2019 harvest.

PROSPECT BANK REVEALS 
DOWNTOWN BEAUTIFICATION 
PROJECT

Prospect Bank is working 
with Edgar County and the 
City of Paris to improve park-
ing areas with plantings and 
improved green space that 
will change the look of the 
downtown area.

STATE CELEBRATES 
BICENTENNIAL

The Illinois Bicentennial 
was a low-key affair in Edgar 
County although some activ-
ities took place. Shiloh’s fifth 
grade students organized a 
birthday party with games for 
the elementary wing of the 
building. The Edgar County 
Historical Society did a spe-
cial program featuring local 
speaker Roger Stanley and 
historic re-enactors from the 
George Rogers Clark Memo-
rial at Vincennes, Ind. 

CRESTWOOD STATE CHAMPS, 
AGAIN

The Crestwood eighth 
grade girls basketball team 
achieved a 25-0 season and 
won the state championship. 
It was the 50th consecutive 
win for the girls dating back 
to 2016.

DIXON RETIRES
Michael Dixon retires from 

the ministry after a career 
spent mostly at First Chris-
tian Church – Disciples of 
Christ.
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Paris girls play for fifth
After facing two state-ranked teams, Lady Tigers pick up wins against Danville, Pekin

BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

& JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

CHARLESTON — The 
Paris Lady Tigers picked up 
two big wins Friday in the 
annual Charleston Girls Hol-
iday Tourney, defeating Pekin 
and Danville.

The victories move the 
Lady Tigers into the fifth 
place game in this tough tour-
ney. 

PARIS 43, PEKIN 32
The Lady Tigers took down 

Pekin in their fourth game in 
24 hours 43-24 early Friday 
evening.

Paris led 14-10 after the 
first quartwr and 23-14 at 
halftime.

Pekin came out on fire in 
the second half, outscoring 
the Lady Tigers 12-5 to pull 
to within two points, 28-26 
heading into the fourth quar-
ter.

Paris took care of business 
in the fourth quarter, outscor-
ing Pekin 15-6 to come away 
with the win.

Karrington Krabel and 
Maddie Rigdon shared scor-
ing honors for the Lady Ti-
gers in the game with 15 
points each. Each sank one 
three pointer during the game

Brooklyn Westerfield led 
the rebounding for Paris, 
grabbing six.

PARIS 49, DANVILLE 43
The Paris girl’s basketball 

team picked up their first vic-
tory in the very deep Charles-
ton Holiday Tournament 
beating Danville for the sec-
ond time this year, 49-43 Fri-
day morning. 

The tournament features 
eight teams, some of which 
are strong schools in the re-
gion like Effingham and Teu-
topolis, conveniently located 
in the Lady Tigers’ bracket. 
Paris was not able to come 

away with victories against 
either squad on Thursday, but 
made up for it on Friday. 

The Paris girls have weath-
ered the storm on injuries to 
some of their starting play-
ers this season. After regain-
ing the services post player 
Brooklyn Westerfield for the 
tournament, they feared they 
have lost guard Karrington 
Krabel Thursday afternoon, 
but she was able to play 
against Danville, dropping 17 
points across all four quarters 
on the morning, as well as 
taking down a game high 15 
rebounds. 

Paris was able to get their 
offense in gear without a 
ton of help from behind the 
three-point line. A usually ac-
curate Lady Tiger team only 
knocked down one from long 
distance on the day, instead 
focusing on drives to the bas-
ket and fast break opportuni-
ties. 

“We survived our third 

game in about 24 hours, and 
the credit goes to the girls 
for making the plays when 
they needed to,” Coach Dave 
Tingley said. “Our perimeter 
shooting is still missing but 
we have been able to make up 
for it with tough defense.” 

The scoring was consistent 
for the Lady Tigers and their 
defense would eventually 
ratchet up in the second half.

Katelynn Littleton paced 
the scoring in the opening 
quarter with 5 points and Jen-
na Gates added 4. The Lady 
Vikings kept even with Paris 
and eventually doubled their 
scoring output in the second 
quarter to go up 28-21. 

The Lady Tigers stayed fo-
cuse and flipped the script on 
Danville in the third, getting 
multiple scoring help  from 
Kelsie Crampton, Krabel and 
Madyson Rigdon. Krabel — 
along with Rigdon  — helped 
close out the game in the 
scoring column. 

With the heavy game load, 
Paris also received solid min-
utes off the bench from the 
likes of wing player Chloe 
Noel and post player Emma 
Henderson. 

Paris was led in scoring by 
Krabel, along with Katelynn 
Littleton with 9, Jenna Gates 
with 8, and Madyson Rigdon 
with 7. 

EFFINGHAM 51, PARIS  42
CHARLESTON — Being 

placed in the toughest pool 
of the Charleston Girls Hol-
iday Tournament is nothing 
new for the Paris Lady Tigers. 
Being scheduled to play the 
9 a.m. game on opening day 
and also on day two is noth-
ing new either.

Following the withdrawal of 
one of the teams, tournament 
officials scrambled to revise the 
schedule. What this meant for 
Paris was that they were placed 
in a pool with Effingham, Teu-
topolis, and Danville. All four 

Chrisman 
girls work 
to win

Terry Elston, Agent
Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elstonbzjd@statefarm.com

309 N. Main Street • Paris, IL 61944

See why millions trust us for Home & Auto

I’m here to help life go right™, by saving you time and  money when you 
combine your home and auto insurance.    CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutal Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insrance Company

Bloomington, IL

TIGERS PLAY FOR TRI-COUNTY TITLE

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

John Lawlyes (14) lets go of a 3-pointer while Logan Rhoads (15) and Bryce Gladding (35) defend the lane in Thursday’s Paris 
win over Martinsville. Paris picked up another win in pool play and will move on to the championship bracket of the Tri-County 
Boys Holiday Tournament at Kansas.

Tigers finally find groove
BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

& JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

KANSAS — The Paris Tigers took 
their third win in the Tri-County Boys 
Holiday Tourney Friday evening, 
downing Palestine/Hutsonville 45-
35 in final pool play Friday evening at 
Kansas High School.

Paris will move into the champion-
ship game of the tourney to be played 
at 7 p.m. today at Kansas High School.

PARIS 41, WINDSOR/STEW-STRAS 40
The Paris boys took home a one 

point victory in their second game of 
the Kansas Holiday Tournament, nar-
rowly edging the Windsor-Stew/Stras 
Hatchets 41-40. 

After thoroughly dominating win-
less Martinsville Thursday evening, 
Head Coach Shawn Nugent wanted 
to see how his players would come out 
the next day. 

“Any time you hold a varsity team to 
40 points, that’s an excellent night. We 
had a lot of guys step up off the bench, 
especially in the second half,” Nugent 
said. 

Paris got down 4-0, and after two 
baskets from Bryce Gladding, the 
Hatchets extended their lead to 7-4 
on a three pointer. Paris shot their way 

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Jude Sullivan (25) shoots a layup up and over the Martinsville defender while team-
mates Matthew Brouwer (23) and Logan Rhoads (15) await the outcome of the drive.See TIGERS, Page 10A

BY BRIAR NAPIER
bdn627@gmail.com

CHRISMAN — Three 
seasons ago, Chrisman girls 
basketball was making his-
tory and bringing postsea-
son plaques back to Edgar 
County.

The Lady Cardinals are 
aiming to reach that goal 
once again but are working 
through some growing pains. 

Chrisman enters 2019 
with a 4-14 overall record 
and a roster full of under-
classmen.

Coach Chance Typer, 
who was an assistant on 
the regional-winning squad 
from 2015-16, knows what 
it takes to win at Chrisman. 
Typer said the process starts 
with building consistency 
and stability. 

“As a coach, I see more 
than just wins and losses,” 
Typer said. “Our team is ca-
pable of a lot more than we 
think we are. We’re always 
improving and they’re start-
ing to understand the roles 
that they’re playing.”

Despite only having nine 
players suiting up for the 
Lady Cardinals this winter, 
Chrisman is fortunate in the 
fact that they did not gradu-
ate anyone from last season.

Seniors Alexis Brinkley, 
Hallee Watters and Kate-
lynn Francis are several key 
athletes for the Lady Cardi-
nals once again as each have 
now been under Typer for 
four seasons including his 
time as an assistant. Juniors 
Eden Miller and Hannah 
Mitchell add to Chrisman’s 
depth in the post, while 
freshmen Kendl Lemmon 
and Kendall Tevebaugh 
are each getting significant 
playing time at the guard 
positions.

Typer said that the mix of 
experience and youth on his 
team has mixed well thus far 
and that the team gets along 
well. 

“It really helps to have 
a core that knows what is 
going on,” Typer said. “The 
juniors and seniors have 
had me for their entire high 
school careers, and the un-
derclassmen are starting to 
understand the system and 
terminology.” 

Chrisman won’t be chal-
lenging for the Vermilion 
Valley Conference this 
season, as title contenders 
Bismarck-Henning/Ross-
ville-Alvin (41-2 loss on 
Dec. 17) and Schlarman 
(75-15 loss on Dec. 13) 
easily took care of the Lady 
Cardinals in earlier match-
ups. Defense is also an issue, 
as the Lady Cardinals have 
allowed 44.3 points per 
game thus far this season.

Nonetheless, Chrisman 
is keeping a fair amount of 
its games competitive. Five 
of their losses have been by 
20 points or less, with many 
a result of “one bad half or 
quarter,” according to Typer.

The Cardinals’ latest 
win at the Knights Holiday 
Classic in Arthur vs. Cum-
berland on Dec. 21 could 
mark a turning point for 
the season, as Typer not-
ed that it was one of the 
better games of the sea-
son thus far for his team.  
“When (the players) are in 
the right mindset and be-
lieve that they can do stuff, 
they actually can,” said Typ-
er. “As for growing as a team, 
I think that was one of our 
better games. They gave ev-
erything that they could.”

TCT girls
pick up 
big wins
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

CHARLESTON —  
The Tri-County girls bas-
ketball team got off to a hot 
start this season, posting a 
14-0 record. 

Their most recent suc-
cess came in the first day 
of the Charleston Holiday 
Classic where the Lady Ti-
tans finished out the first 
day going 2-0 and putting 
themselves in the driver’s 
seat to finish no less than 
fourth place overall. 

TCT 74, PEKIN 51
Game one saw the Ti-

tans face the Pekin Drag-
ons, a Class 4A team, in 
the opening round of Red 
Pool play. 

The Titans patented 
pressure offense exploded 
early in the first half out-
scoring the Dragons 41-
18 and cruising to a 74-51 
win.  One key factor was 
that the Titans went 22 of 
26 from the free throw line 
for 84.6 percent.  

Taylor Barry finished 
with a game-high 26 
points while Harley Bar-
ry added 15 points, six 
assists, eight steals, and 
five rebounds.  Kiersten 
Price-Wilson had 14 
points in the paint.

TCT 63, SACRED HEART 54 (OT)
In game two the Titans 

faced a solid Springfield 
Sacred Heart Griffin Cy-
clones

 The two teams played 
toe-to-toe with the teams 
finishing regulation tied a 
52-52 forcing an overtime 
of another four minutes of 
play. 

In the extra frame, the 
Titans wore down the Cy-
clones outscoring SHG 
11-2 to pull away for a 63-
54 win. Senior Harley Bar-
ry recorded her 1,000th 
career point in the con-
test.  Barry finished with 
15 points, eight steals, and 
four assists.

Kiersten Price-Wilson 
had a game-high 21 points 
and Tayler Barry added 19 
points and eight rebounds.
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OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials
Philly Cheese Steak 

or Chicken
$5.50

Your choice of meat, served 
over toast, piled high with 
fries and topped with a 
special white cheese sauce.  

(217) 465-5812

CLOSED

Dec. 31 & Jan. 1

309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL  

Make any sandwich a horseshoe for 
additional   $2.99 Footlongs, Chicken, 

Burgers, Tenderloin, 
BBQ, Pizza Burger, 
Fish, or Philly

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Bacon $4.29/lb

Happy New Year!

• Message Tom’s Fitness on Facebook 
for an appointment or call 463-2040

TOM'S FITNESS

TomsFitnessandMartialArts.com

120 E. Wood St., Paris, IL

463-2040

Sign up
NOW!

Join Tom’s Fitness 

NOW for NO money 

down!
Just get your $39 monthly ACH payment set 

up for 1/10 and we’ll waive the down payment.
Save $69! (Sale ends 1-4-19)

This we know, because spending 2018 
with all of you has been so much fun for 
us! We wouldn’t be celebrating another 

successful year here without great 
customers like you, and we 

really appreciate your loyal support.

Contact Jessica Bartos at 264-3398 
or Janis Ludeks at 251-4365

We will deliver the gift certificates to you.
Youth membership are $200 for the 2019 golf season 
and would make a great gift the junior golfer in your

 family (excludes cart). 

Time Flies When 
You’re Having Fun!

928 Clinton Road • Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com

We hope your New Year’s 
celebrations are festive and fun, 
and that 2019 holds nothing but 

good times for you.
Happy New Year!

of these teams have combined 
for a total of 11 losses, with 
Danville accounting for six of 
those.

The Lady Tigers fell to 
the ranked Effingham Lady 
Hearts Thursday morning by 
the score of 51-42. 

Madyson Rigdon scored 
on the opening tip to give 
Paris the early 2-0 lead. This 
would be the only time that 
the Tigers led in the contest. 

Effingham proceeded to 
score the next 12 points in 
the game, before Karrington 
Krabel scored with 3:25 left 
in the opening quarter. Kate-

lyn Littleton knocked down 
a three to draw the Tigers 
within seven at the end of the 
first period, 16-9. Normally 
during tournament play, of-
ficials call the game a little 
more loosely in order to keep 
things on schedule. That was 
not the case this morning as 
the Tigers were whistled for 
nine personal fouls in the 
opening quarter and ended 
the half with 12. On top of the 
foul situation was also the fact 
that the Lady Tigers commit-
ted eight turnovers. In spite of 
the total number of fouls and 
turnovers, the Tigers trailed 
by just nine at halftime 30-21.

Paris cut the lead to 30-25 
early on in the third quarter, 

and then again cut it to 32-28 
on a Littleton 3-point bas-
ket with 3:15 left. Effingham 
scored all of their points from 
the charity stripe in the quar-
ter and held a slim 34-28 at 
the end of the third.

That was as close as the 
Lady Tigers could get the 
rest of the way as Effingham 
scored the first 4 points of 
the fourth quarter off of Paris 
turnovers. Rigdon hit a three 
at the 2:16 mark to cut the 
lead to 43-35 but Effingham 
scored their final 8 points 
from the free throw line as 
Paris was forced to foul in 
hopes that the Hearts would 
miss down the stretch.

Rigdon led the way for Par-
is as she scored 18 points. She 
was also tasked with guarding 
one of the best players in the 
area in Carsyn Fearday. She 
held Fearday to just two made 
baskets on the day, but she 
knocked down 15 free throws 
to end with 20. 

Jenna Gates added 7 points, 
Krabel and Littleton each had 
6; Kelsey Crampton added 3 
and Brooklyn Westerfield fin-
ished with 2. Effingham made 
20-of-28 from the free throw 
line in the game.

T-TOWN 52, PARIS 29
After the tough loss in the 

morning against Effingham, 
the Paris Lady Tigers went 
down swinging against the 
Teutopolis Lady Shoes 52-29 
in their second game of the 
Charleston Holiday Tourna-
ment. 

Paris Head Coach Dave 
Tingley tried to throw some-
thing different at their recent 
opponent. 

“We went with a different 
defense against them today, 
as opposed to our previous 
meeting,” Tingley said “No 
matter what, they are a disci-
plined team on defense.”

The Lady Wooden Shoes 
always seemed to be in the 
right spots, making the Lady 
Tigers grind out possessions 
for good shots. Paris was able 
to convert at times, but strug-
gled from behind the arc. Teu-
topolis jumped out to a big 
13-5 lead in the first quarter.  

Both teams played close to 
even in the second, as Paris 
slowly pushed back into the 
game. Karrington Krabel hit a 
three pointer with six minutes 
left to cut it to 15-8 but Paris 
was unable to claw much clos-
er as the deficit grew to 24-13 

at the half. 
 “Our offense was a little 

out of sync, and they slowly 
built their lead, even when we 
were playing even with them 
for stretches,” Tingley said. 

Paris opened the third peri-
od looking to cut the gap with 
more three-point attempts 
but only managed baskets 
from Jenna Gates, Madys-
on Rigdon and Krabel. Two 
Lady Shoe’s three pointers in 
the last minute of the third 
quarter doubled the score. 

With Teutopolis up 42-
22, Krabel tried to pick up a 
charge on the sideline, and 
both she and the Teutopolis 
player ended up crashing into 
the bleachers. Krabel left the 
game with an apparent rib in-
jury. Paris struggled from the 
field through the final period 
of play,. 

Westerfield led the team 
with 7 points while Littleton 
scored 6 and Krabel scored 5 
points.  

PARIS 55, ROCHESTER 52
KNIGHTSTOWN, Ind.— 

Whether the Paris Tiger play-
ers knew it or not, they lived 
out a dream of many of their 
parents last weekend. 

For those of you 
who have watched 
the movie “Hoosiers,” 
the Paris girls and boys teams 
had the opportunity to play 
in the same gym was used in 
the classic film. 

Hoosier Gym is located in 
Knightstown and is used as 
a destination for teams from 
around the country. Every 
Friday and Saturday from 
November to March, the 
gym hosts teams looking for 
the chance to play in a histor-
ic setting. 

In the girls game, Roches-
ter roared out to an early 21-
13 lead after the first quarter, 
but the Lady Tigers roared 
back with a 20-point burst in 
the second while holding the 
Rockets to just four points 
to grab the 33-25 lead at the 
half. Paris extended their lead 
to 47-35 at the third break, 
then had to hold on for the 
three point win. 

Karrington Krabel scored 
a double-double with a sea-
son-high 31 points grabbing 
13 rebounds. Katelyn Little-
ton and Kelsey Crampton 
added 7 points each, Madys-
on Rigdon had 6, and Jenna 
Gates finished with 4 points 
and four assists.

PARIS
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TIGERS
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way back into the lead, get-
ting open mid-range jumpers 
from Garrett King and Logan 
Rhoads, and drives from Ma-
son Hutchings and Rhoads as 
well. 

Up 16-9 as the second quar-
ter began, Stew-Stras was able 
to slowly cut into the Paris 
lead. After a John Lawlyes 
basket off his own free throw 
miss, the Hatchets came back 
with some pull up jump shots 
while the Paris offense started 
turning the ball over. 

Even after a tough Jude 
Sullivan conversion on a fast 
break, the Hatchets narrowed 
it to 23-20 at half. “I like how 
our guys kept their compo-
sure after we almost lost the 
lead. They’re one of the better 
teams in this tournament and 
a good test for us” 

Both teams played even in 
the third quarter, with the Ti-
gers reestablishing their cen-
ter Matthew Brouwer in the 
post. Brouwer put in two bas-
kets in the paint, followed by 
a Hutchings floater and some 
Logan Rhoads free throws to 
account for the Paris scoring 
in the quarter. 

Paris held a slight edge 
throughout the 4th quarter 
in order to get some breath-
ing room. After Stew-Stras 
nailed a three to make it 35-
34 with under five minutes 
reaming, Lawlyes, Sullivan 
and Landrum all scored, 
until Stew-Stras hit another 
three to make it 41-39 with 
2:20 left. Up 41-40 with a 
minute left, Paris missed 
the front end of their bonus 
free throws, but the Hatch-
ets committed a foul. After a 
Paris timeout, Sullivan was 
called for a rare five second 
violation. 

The Hatchets had the 
ball with 30 seconds left 
and chance to take the lead. 
While trying to pass the ball 
around the perimeter, Lo-
gan Rhoads deflected the 
ball into the back court, and 
dove after it. This forced the 
Hatchets to restart and rush 
their last possession with just 

under ten seconds left. An er-
rant shot led to the ball being 
tipped around for a possible 
offensive rebound, but time 
expired. 

“John and Coltin did a 
great job, with Coltin on de-
fense especially. John was 
able to make some big drives 
for us in the second half, and 
Coltin played well on their 
best shooter.” 

PARIS 86, MARTINSVILLE 39
KANSAS — Following 

just a five day holiday break, 
the Paris Tigers returned 
to the hardwood Thursday 
night, and soundly defeated 
Martinsville by the score of 
86-39.

The victory was just the 
third of the season for the Ti-
gers, who improve to 3-9 on 
the season. Martinsville falls 
to 0-13 on the year.

Paris grabbed the lead on 
the opening tip as Jude Sullivan 

scored on an offensive rebound 
to put the Tigers up 2-0. The 
Tigers never trailed in the game 
after scoring the first 10 points 
of the contest. Junior center 
Matthew Brouwer scored the 
8th point of the game with a 
thunderous, two-handed dunk 
forcing Martinsville to call a 
quick timeout. 

The Tigers scored 28 
points in the second quarter 
to expand their lead to 25 at 
the half. 

Sophomore reserve Gar-
rett King led the Tigers in 
scoring with 15 points off the 
bench. Sullivan finished with 
13, Brouwer added 12 and 
Mason Hutchings chipped 
in with 10. Colton Landrum 
had 9, Logan Rhoads and 
Bryce Gladding had 8 apiece, 
JR Brinkerhoff had 6. John 
Lawlyes added 5 to round out 
the scoring. 

ROCHESTER 49, PARIS 46

KNIGHTSTOWN, Ind. 
— The Paris Tigers played 
on the same floor as the fic-
tious Hickory Huskers when 
they traveled to Knightstown, 
Ind., to face Rochester Satur-
day, December 22. Paris fell 
49-46.

Rochester may have 
thought that it was still foot-
ball season as their physicali-
ty proved to be too much for 
the Tigers. The two teams 
combined for 48 total fouls, 
but many more could have 
been whistled. Paris shot 
themselves in the foot by 
committing 31 turnovers in 
the game.

Colton Landrum led the 
way with 19 points, followed 
by Mason Hutchings with 
eight. Matthew Brouwer 
and Bryce Gladding had five 
points each, JT Johnson had 
three, and Jude Sullivan and 
Logan Rhoads chipped in 
with two apiece.

SALEM 60, PARIS 39
SALEM — In the first 

game in a weekend full of 
travel for the Paris boy’s 
basketball team, the Tigers 
dropped a Friday night road 
loss to the Salem wildcats 
60-39. 

“We told our players in 
scouting Salem about their 
physical nature, and they 
knew it was coming. It’s up 
to them to match it,”  Nugent 
said.

Paris struggled out of the 
gate on both sides of the ball 
but fell behind early as Salem 
knocked down the first of 
their first three three-point-
ers of the night with 5:00 
left. 

After a Paris timeout, Jude 
Sullivan countered with a 
three pointer of his own to 
cut the deficit to 9-4 but it 
would be all the offense Paris 
would muster in the quarter. 

Salem used a full-court 
press force more turnovers 
from the Tigers as well. “We 
did well to combat it when 
they full court pressed us, 
but in the end, it made our 
half court offense rushed, 
creating too many turn-
overs,” Nugent said.

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Mason Hutchings finishes a fast break against a Martinsville 
defender in the opening half of the Tigers match-up against the 
Blue Streaks.    



BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

A landmark decision was 
made earlier this month 
changing the entire land-
scape of Illinois high school 
football — and many are up-
set with the results.

The Illinois High School 
Association put Proposal 
23 to a vote by its member 
schools. The measure passed 
by a 324-307 margin, with 
69 schools choosing not to 
vote. The narrowness of the 
voting is one thing, but the 
sheer number of total votes is 
another. 

Let me explain.
Proposal 23 reads as fol-

lows: 
It directs the IHSA to im-

plement a football schedul-
ing system for regular-season 
varsity games involving the 
following: (a) a 9-week regu-
lar season; (b) playoff classes 
determined in advance of the 
season; (c) schools from each 
class placed into eight geo-
graphic groups by the IHSA 
Office to play a round-robin 
schedule; (d) the remaining 
games on the regular season 
schedule to be arranged by 
the individual schools at their 
discretion; (e) the top four 
teams in each of the eight 
groups qualify for the play-
offs, based on games played 
within each group. 

This proposal will take ef-
fect beginning with the 2021 
season. 

This past season, 560 IHSA 
member schools participated 
in football. 

If you add up the total 
amount of schools who par-
ticipated in the voting of this 
proposal, you will see that 
the number adds up to 700. 
What this means is that 140 
schools-who do not partici-
pate in football-were allowed 
to vote on this measure. That 
is not a good thing. What is 
also not a good thing is that 
69 schools decided to not 
decide. Seventeen votes is 
the difference between do-
ing things the way that they 
have been done since the im-
plementation of the current 

playoff format, and wholesale 
changes to the system. 

So, what does this mean 
for the Paris Tigers you might 
ask? 

It means that there will 
no longer be a Little Illini 
Conference — in football. It 
means that there will no lon-
ger be an Apollo Conference. 
It means that there will no 
longer be any conferences, 
period. 

The new term for “confer-
ences” will now be districts. 
Paris will play seven teams 
the IHSA will choose based 
on enrollment and location.

All football schools — in-
cluding the Tigers — will 
have two open weeks to 
scheduled old rivals, teams 
that are close to them, or any-
one of their choosing. 

Here’s the thing: Neither 
pf these two games will count 
towards the playoff qualifi-
cation system. Only games 
played within a district count 
towards your actual standings 
in association with the play-
off qualifications.

While this new format is 
still in the infancy stage, there 
are a few people around the 
state with extensive knowl-
edge of how enrollments and 
classifications work who have 
weighed in on what the dis-
tricts will look like. 

Steve Soucy, who is the 
sports editor for the North-
west Herald, has been one of 
the foremost authorities  on 
IHSA football for the last sev-
eral years. 

Upon hearing that this 
proposal had some traction 
and could possibly pass, 
Sourcy broke down what the 
districts throughout the state 
might look like. 

Using the past year’s class 
assignment, Paris would be 
a 4A school. This is based on 
enrollment numbers that will 
not count towards the new 
alignment until 2020. 

Possible teams in Paris 
district could include Clin-
ton, Havana, Hoopeston, 
Macomb, Quincy (Notre 
Dame), Stanford (Olympia), 
and Tolono (Unity).

These district teams would 
replace Marshall, Casey, Rob-
inson, Newton, Red Hill, Ol-
ney, Lawrenceville and Flora 
on the current schedule. 

At the minimum, four of 
the nine weeks will mean 
games on the road with trav-
el times ranging from one 
hour (Tolono) to four hours 
(Quincy-Notre Dame). The 
longest current road Little 
Illini Conference game is 
Flora which is just under two 
hours.

Tiger football coach Jer-
emy Clodfelder voiced his 
concern on the new format, 
but stopped short of being 
completely upset with what 
may come his way. 

“I am not happy with 
the way the voting went,” 
said Clodfelder. “What this 
means is that the rivalries that 
have been built up over de-
cades are now gone. The abil-
ity to gameplan for teams will 
now be made more difficult 
early on, and we will not be 
able to see a kid mature and 
grow for an opposing team. 
Being able to scheme against 
a player such as Drew Moore 
from Red Hill will now be 
tougher.”

Another thing this will 
mean for schools such as 
Paris — which is basically 
geographically locked based 
on their proximity to the In-
diana state line and on the far 
eastern side of the state —  is 
travel will be a nightmare. 

Imagine leaving school at 
1 or 1:30 p.m. on Friday in 
order to play a district game 
across the state. Not to men-
tion the fact that the return 
trip home will put the play-
ers back in their own beds 

around the 2 a.m. hour in 
some instances. 

While some may say that 
this will be merely an incon-
venience just four Fridays out 
of the season, ticket sales will 
also likely take a big hit.

People who attend road 
games against Little Illini 
Conference opponents are 
able to work until 5 p.m. 
and still have plenty of time 
to grab a bite to eat and still 
make it to the field prior to 
kickoff. 

Not any longer. 
Perhaps even more im-

portantly, the gate and con-
cessions for home games 
wil likely suffer. At Paris, the 
concessions for football are 
operated by the Paris JFL 
teams. The funds raised by 
them support that football 
program.

Paris High School athlet-
ic director Creighton Tarr 
also weighed in on the sub-
ject from a different point of 
view.

“As an AD, who is going to 
have some scheduling issues, 
I am not in favor of the new 
format,” Tarr observed. “I 
am worried about lower level 
football games ( JV contests 
played on Monday nights), 
what class we will be playing 
in, finding officiating crews, 
a major increase in travel ex-
penses, and finding non-dis-
trict opponents.”

Clodfelder and Tarr both 
agreed the loss of special ri-
valry games is near the top of 
the list of their concerns. 

“I hate the possibility of 
losing some of our special 
rivalries that we have here,” 
Tarr noted. “Our Shriners 
game against Robinson is in 
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Historic changes coming in Illinois football
jeopardy, and playing local 
teams like Marshall, Casey, 
Newton and Olney are all up 
in the air right now.”

While the vote is going 
to change a lot of things for 
Paris, it will also change the 
way most of us have known 
football to be throughout the 
state. 

“You will definitely start 
to see a lot of co-op schools 
drop one another, so that 
teams can go to a lower class.” 
said Tarr. “You will also see 
several smaller schools join 
eight-man football.” Eight 
man football is now sanc-
tioned by the IHSA.

One thing that will not 
change though is the com-
mitment from both Tarr and 

Clodfelder to put make the 
best of the situation — even 
though it will not be fully 
clear until the 2021 school 
year. 

“Things change,” said Tarr. 
“But at the end of the day, 
the goal of the football team 
at PHS is, and always will be, 
to play football the right way 
and to take pride in playing 
for our program, our school, 
and our community.”

As we all know, change will 
occur. That does not always 
mean that change is for the 
better. Uuntil we see how this 
new system shakes out, it may 
help ease the sting of such an 
overwhelming overhaul. 

To be continued…..in 
2021.
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Chrisman struggling

BY BRIAR NAPIER
bdn627@gmail.com

CHRISMAN — The 
Chrisman boy’s basketball 
team enters the Tri-Coun-
ty Holiday Tournament 
this week having struggled 
through the first part of 
their season, posting just a 
1-8 record.

Little mistakes have add-
ed up big for the team and 
four of Chrisman’s losses 
have been by eight points or 
less head coach Lane Good 
said. 

“We’ve just got to learn 
how to win,” Good said. 
“We’ve been a little sloppy 
with the ball and shot way 
too many jump shots...we 
need to be more aggres-
sive and get to where we’re 
shooting 12, 15 free throws 
a game. We’ve just got to 
clean things up, it will lead 
to some better endings for 
us.” 

If Chrisman wants to 
avoid finishing with losing 
records in back-to-back sea-
sons for the first time since 
1966, it starts with a strong 
showing at this weekend’s 
Kansas Holiday Tourna-
ment to build momentum 
for the brunt of the Ver-
milion Valley Conference 
schedule ahead. 

 “We’ve got some things 
going in the right direc-
tion,” Good said. “We have 
a real chance to make some 
noise.”

With only one starter — 
senior guard Davis Hale — 
bringing what Good called 
“significant varsity experi-
ence,” many players on the 
team have had to adjust to 
new roles. Two such players, 
senior guard Dylan Bogard 
(12.6 points per game) and 
junior guard Porter Hale 
(10.2 ppg), have been vital 
pieces of that adjustment.

 “Youth is one of the 
things that is hurting us,” 
Good said. “We don’t real-
ly have a guy that can take 
over at the end of the game 
who can get a bucket or a 

big stop. Little things like 
that are leading us to these 
close losses.”

Chrisman was able to en-
ter the Christmas break on 
a high note, as their final 
game before the holidays 
was the Martinsville win. 
Though Good found the 
game “tough to gauge on” 
due to Martinsville’s poor 
record (0-11 as of Thurs-
day), he remarked that it 
was good to finally get in the 
win column.

“Martinsville is a little 
down, but it was good to get 
that win” Good said. 

After tough first half 
of season, Cardinals 
hope to find groove

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Chrisman’s Derrick Craig finishes a fast break during Thursday 
evening action in the annual Tri-County Holiday Tournament in 
Kansas.
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Drip. Drip. Drip. No, the 
rhythm wasn’t that rapid. It 
was more like a drip, then a 

two-minute 
delay, then 
another drip.  

That’s 
what it was. 
A very slow 
drip rate. 
But drips are 
drips. They 
can become 
exasperat-
ing. A per-

son can only tolerate so much. 
That one last drip pushes you 
over the edge to stop it once 
and for all. Chaos and disaster 
can instantly show ugly faces.

To prove my point, I shall 
narrate a drip story dating 
back to 1962 when I moved 
my meager belongings into an 
off-campus rooming house 
just a block or so from Old 
Main at Eastern. The fall term 
was just beginning. My three 
roommates were new acquain-
tances from Paris. We lived in a 
basement. The proprietor was 
a stockily-built gray-headed 
woman 60 or 70 years old, 
Eileen by name. She lived 
upstairs, directly above us.

None of us boys had any 
complaints, except for a minor 
bathroom aggravation. That 
was the drip. Any time we sat 
on the can, the drops splat-
tered on our spinal column, 
striking approximately the 
third vertebrae, then trickling 
downward, often all the way to 
the tailbone. We complained to 
Eileen a time or two. She said 
she’d see that it was fixed. She 
didn’t say when, though, and 
five weeks had passed.

Eileen seemed a pleasant 
woman, more than friendly. 
She enjoyed chatting with us in 
the basement nearly every day, 
a bit too chatty, we decided. 
A screw appeared to be loose 
somewhere, y’know.  She 
repeatedly talked about how 
pretty she had been in her teen 
years. Maybe true, but when 
she bragged about sexual affairs 
with Bing Crosby and Rock 
Hudson, two famous Holly-
wood stars, that convinced 
us she had definite mental 
problems.

What we didn’t know was 
the university recently con-
demned her house as a student 
residence. The structure was 
OK, but Eileen’s emotional 
behavior wasn’t. Thus, we were 
living in unapproved housing. 
Also, what we didn’t know was 
that thanks to that trivial little 
drip, a mixture of boys, parents, 
Eileen, and the dean of housing 
were about to blend in a whirl-
wind with striking results.

The trouble began inno-
cently enough one Friday 
morning as we boys were 
fixing breakfast and preparing 
to leave for classes. One of the 
Paris students, Bill, made use 
of the commode. As he relaxed 
in thought, one drip too many 
splashed his neck.

“I’m gonna fix this leak if it’s 
the last thing I do,” he shouted 
angrily. “There’s a little hole in 
that copper pipe. I’m gonna 
plug it with a wad of bubble 
gum.”

Bill’s vow sounded inge-
niously simple, leastways the 
bubble gum part, but standing 
atop the commode wasn’t. It 
wobbled and tumbled side-
ways. The porcelain cracked 
loudly, like a shotgun blast, 
and broke into multiple pieces. 
Water gushed from the floor 
like a wide-open fire hydrant.  
Slowly the entire basement 
began to flood.

Eileen rushed downstairs 
ranting and raving at the top 
of her lungs. Thoroughly 
panicked, she screamed ob-
scenities, cursed some woman 
named Mary, an apparent de-
mon from her past, and talked 
incessant nonsense. We boys 
departed for classes, advising 
her to call a plumber.

That afternoon found me 
headed to my hometown for 
the weekend. Two days later 
I arrived back at the rooming 
house. Strange things were 
happening. The Paris boys 
were loading their possessions 
into their parents’ cars and 
moving out.

“Eileen was taken to an 
insane asylum,” one said. He 
handed me a note. “Call this 
number. The dean of housing 

Slow drips 
bring chaos

See GUEST, Page 2B

(Editor’s Note: The Dec. 
22 Armchair Science column 
contained a typographical 
error. The column stated the 
January full moon is Jan. 2. The 
actual date is Jan. 21, which is 
a super moon and also a lunar 
eclipse rolled into one for a great 
evening of viewing.)

In 1795 during the 
Constitutional Convention, 
George Washington sat in a 
chair with a sun half-covered 
by the horizon carved into 
the back. Upon completion 
as they were signing Ben 
Franklin said, “I have often 
looked at that behind the 
president without being able 
to tell whether it was rising or 
setting. But now I... know that 
it is a rising...sun.”

The same is true of all 

history. Only in the future 
can we look back and identify 
when humanity was moving 

forward 
and times 
we were 
skidding 
back 
toward sun-
set. There 
will always 
be times 
we slide 
backward, 
but hope-

fully to gain footing, steady 
ourselves and continue our 
forward journey.

During 2018 several poten-
tially disastrous issues became 
clear. We must address them 
or risk the consequences. 
The rapid accumulation of 

plastics in the oceans was 
detailed showing the impact 
on marine life and our future. 
Other studies pointed out 
after decades of decreasing, air 
pollution is now increasing. 
It’s not due to forest fires soot 
but from growing industrial 
economies worldwide. In the 
U.S., the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency relaxed limits 
and now we need to monitor 
the impact of those decisions.

The Doomsday Clock was 
set to 2 minutes to midnight 
this year. That is the closest it 
has been since 1957 when the 
U.S. and Soviets both explod-
ed H-bombs within nine-
months. In 1991, it was 17 
minutes away from midnight 
when the Soviet Union fell. 

The proliferation of nuclear 

technologies among coun-
tries, unpredictable North 
Korea and the volatile Middle 
East have caused scientists to 
rate the nuclear threat as great 
as it has ever been in history.

Our greatest threat is from 
global warming. Two high 
level research reports were 
published, both with dire 
outlooks. 

Man-made global warming 
has been ongoing since the 
first industrial age 250 years 
ago and continues to acceler-
ate from increasing CO2. We 
have 50 years of research data 
documenting changes caused 
by human activity. 

The United Nations report 
set the best-case scenario 
being an increase of 1.5 C 
by 2100, which will still be 

disastrous. If an increase 
of 2.0 C occurs, the entire 
ecosystem will be devastated. 
We have 20 years to imple-
ment changes in an effort to 
mitigate the outcome. The 
United States Government 
report in November had 
identical predictions. These 
reports are based on studies 
in 6,000 respected journals 
and every U.S. government 
agency. 

Scientific studies assess 
conditions at a point in time 
using prevailing trends with 
current technology. Humans 
have a history of adapting 
and finding solutions and as 
a result we’ve been successful 
by exploring and migrating 
across the globe. 

Exploring consequences and the cosmic ocean

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

I am optimistic about 
America’s future. That simple 
statement typically elicits 
varying ex-
pressions of 
shock and 
disbelief.

Despite 
that, I 
believe our 
nation’s 
best days 
are still to 
come. I am 
confident 
our children 
and grandchildren will have 
much better lives than we 
have enjoyed. They will get to 
see and do many wondrous 
things beyond our current 
ability to imagine. Most 
importantly, they will help 
our nation draw ever closer 
to becoming a land filled 
with opportunity, liberty and 
justice for all.

I’m not oblivious to 
the problems we face as a 
nation or the toxic political 
atmosphere of the early 21st 
century. In fact, I am probably 
more pessimistic than most 
Americans about our broken 
political system. And I do 
believe things will get worse 
before they get better.

But I am able to keep the 
political problems in perspec-
tive thanks to an important life 
lesson from many years ago.

My wife, our young sons 
and I participated in a service 
day with our church. Our 
task, along with a few others, 
was to empty an 18-wheeler 
filled with yams. We were to 
separate the yams that could 
help feed a hungry child from 
those that were rotten. In the 
heat of a North Carolina sum-
mer day, the overwhelming 
fragrance from that truck full 
of yams provided an addition-
al challenge.

As the day progressed, 
we could take one of two 
approaches: If we looked 
back in the truck, we saw that 
hours of work barely dented 
the supply of yams we were to 
sort. It was depressing. If we 
looked the other way, howev-
er, we saw a huge pile of yams 
in front of us that would soon 
be feeding people who might 
otherwise go hungry. It was 
exhilarating.

Eventually, we all found a 
position to work that let us see 
the progress being made. And 
that encouraging perspective 
kept us working to provide 
more food for the hungry.

Over the last decade or 
two, as my confidence in the 
political system collapsed, I 
took a similar approach and 
tried to position myself to 
see where progress was being 
made in our nation. The more 
I shifted my view away from 
politics and official Wash-
ington, the more my mood 
improved. It was a healthy 
reminder the country and its 
government are not the same 
thing.

Even more important, it 
quickly became apparent to 
me there was lots of progress 
being made throughout the 
nation. The tech industry 
has improved our lives in so 
many ways that we can barely 
remember what life was like 
before smartphones. Our 
economy has had its ups and 
downs, but it has generated 

Keeping 
optimistic

SCOTT
RASMUSSEN
GUEST
COLUMN

See CODGER, Page 2B

New Year’s comfort food
Special to The Prairie Press

Southerners take their New Year’s Day food tradition seriously as each dish on the table is selected to bring prosperi-
ty, wealth and good health to those who enjoy it.

According to tradition, New Year’s 
Day supper will bring you fortune in 
the year to come. 

At the Roberts 
home on Elm Street 
in Paris, New Year’s 
Day dinner was 
probably the most 
unpopular of the 
year — at least for 
my sister, brothers 
and me.

Our mother 
subscribed to the 
New Year’s tradition 
to eat ham and cab-
bage to celebrate the new year. The 
ham — pork — with its rich, deli-
cious fattiness has come to symbolize 
wealth and prosperity. Pork was once 
reserved for the elite. It is a symbol of 
forward moving, so the more you eat 
for the New Year the more prosper-
ous you will be. 

The green cabbage represents 
(what else?) money. 

In Germany, Ireland and parts 
of the United States, cabbage is 
associated with luck and fortune 
since its green hue resembles money. 
The Roberts side of the family — 
thanks to the Kileys — bring the 
Irish tradition for us. Personally, I 
always thought the whole cabbage 
being associated with prosperity was 
something dreamed up by cabbage 
farmers.

Before serving the ham and 
cooked cabbage, she placed quarters, 
dimes and nickels in the pot. While 
Mom said finding money in your 
serving meant prosperity for the 
coming year, I always figured the 
money was a bribe for us to just take 
one bite, as she cajoled us.

Southerners, however, have a 
number of meals to celebrate the new 
year, each representing wealth, health 
and prosperity.

According to Southern traditions, 
you will have good luck for the entire 
year if you have the traditional New 
Year’s Day supper. That means a meal 
of greens, Hoppin’ John, corn bread 
and potlikker soup. 

Potlikker is traditionally the fla-
vorful liquid left behind after boiling 
greens such as collards. In the recipe 
I’m sharing here, smoked sausage, 
onion and roasted red bell pepper are 
added to impart even more flavor. 
The mixture will cook on low for five 
to six hours, creating a wonderfully 
fragrant and utterly delicious one-pot 
meal. 

If you like a little spice, serve with 
hot sauce. Browning the sausage in 
a skillet before adding to the slow 
cooker gives the entire recipe a deli-
cious smoky flavor. If you’re looking 
for an easy and impressive veggie 
to serve with your main meal, this 
potlikker recipe makes a hearty side 
dish that we know everyone will love. 
Potlikker can transform into the main 
attraction by serving with white boil-

BLACK EYED PEA CORNBREAD 
CASSEROLE

Prep time: 10 MINScook time: 1 
hour total time: 1 hours and 10 mins

1 pound hot pork sausage
1 cup white cornmeal
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
1 tsp salt
1/2 tsp baking soda
2 eggs
1 cup buttermilk
1/2 cup vegetable oil
1 (15-oz) can black eyed peas, 

drained
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese
3/4 cup creamed corn
1 (4-oz) can diced jalapeños
1 (4.5-oz) can diced green chiles

Preheat oven to 350ºF. Lightly 
spray a 9x13-inch pan with cooking 
spray. Set aside.

In a skillet over medium high heat, 

cook sausage until crumbled and no 
longer pink. Drain fat. Set aside.

Combine cornmeal, flour, salt, bak-
ing soda, eggs, buttermilk and oil.

Stir cooked sausage, black eyed 
peas, cheese, creamed corn, jala-
peños and green chiles into cornbread 
batter. Pour into prepared pan.

Bake, uncovered, for 1 hour.
You can freeze baked cornbread 

for up to a month. To reheat, thaw and 
bake covered at 350ºF for 30 minutes 
and uncovered for 10 minutes. To re-
heat frozen, bake covered at 350ºF for 
1 hour and uncovered for 10 minutes.

SKILLET CORNBREAD

2 cups stone ground corn meal 
1 tsp salt 
1 tsp baking powder 
1 tsp baking soda 
2 cups buttermilk 
2 eggs 
2 tbs butter 

Preheat oven to 400 F.
Combine corn meal, salt, baking 

powder, and baking soda in a mixing 
bowl.

In a separate bowl, whisk eggs into 
buttermilk.

Once the oven has reached 400 F, 
put the butter in the baking pan, and 

put it in the oven to let the butter melt 
and brown, about 5 minutes.

While the pan’s in the oven, add the 
buttermilk mix to the dry ingredients 
and stir to combine.

Once the butter has browned, 
remove the pan from the oven, and 
pour in batter. Return the pan to the 
oven and bake until the top is golden 
and it passes the toothpick test, about 
20 minutes. 

NANCY 
ZEMAN
COOKING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

POTLIKKER SOUP

1/4 cup molasses
1/4 cup balsamic vinegar
1/4 cup water
1 (16-oz.) package fresh collard 

greens, washed, trimmed, and 
chopped

1 (16-oz.) package smoked sau-
sage, sliced

1 sweet onion, cut into eighths
1 (12-oz.) jar roasted red bell pep-

per strips, drained

1 teaspoon kosher salt
Hot sauce (optional)

Combine first 4 ingredients in a 
6-quart slow cooker; cook on HIGH 1 
hour. (This wilts the greens to accom-
modate the remaining ingredients.)

Meanwhile, cook sausage in a me-
dium skillet until browned; drain. Add 
sausage, onion, peppers, and salt to 
slow cooker. Cover and cook on LOW 
5 to 6 hours. Serve with hot sauce, if 
desired.

in-bag rice for a meal that will leave 
your family completely satisfied.

Nothing soaks up fatback, pot-
tlikker soup or pork tenderloin like 
a chunk of cornbread. A staple in a 
Southern supper, cornbread is espe-
cially important on a New Year’s Day. 
The color is considered to represent 
gold. Eating it is thought to bring you 
spending money in the prosperous 
new year.

For deeper pockets, toss in some 
corn kernels. Representing nuggets of 
gold, the kernels will make you that 
much richer in the eyes of tradition. 
Growing up, I never realized there 
was anything other than the sweet 
Jiffy cornbread we ate. Moving to 
the South, however, you quickly 
learn you’ll be called a Yankee if you 
serve sweet cornbread. Southern 

See COOKING, Page 9B



SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Vincent Briseno, a fresh-
man at Paris Cooperative 
High School, was recently 
selected as a delegate to the 
Congress of Future Medical 
Leaders June 23-25 at Lowell, 
Mass.

The congress is an hon-
ors-only program for high 
school students who want to 
become physicians or go into 
medical research. 

“This is a crucial time in 
America when we need more 
doctors and more medical 
students who are even bet-
ter prepared for a future that 
is changing exponentially,” 
said Richard Rossi, executive 
director, National Acade-
my of Future Physicians and 
Medical Scientists. “Focused, 
bright and determined stu-
dents like Vincent Briseno are 
our future and he deserves all 

the mentoring and guidance 
we can give him.”

While attending the con-
gress, Briseno has the oppor-
tunity to hear presentations 
by Nobel Laureates and Na-
tional Medal of Science win-
ners about leading medical 
research. Deans of Ivy League 
and other top medical schools 
will discuss what to expect in 
medical school and other ses-
sions cover cutting-edge ad-
vances and the future of med-
icine and medical technology.

The Academy of Future 
Doctors and Medical Scien-
tists offers free services and 
programs to students want-
ing a medical career. Some of 
those services include online 
social networks for peer com-
munication, opportunities 
for mentoring by physicians 
and medical students and 
information about college 
acceptances, finances, getting 
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NEW AT THE LIBRARY

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris Public Library 
added the following items 
to the collection during 
December, among others.

FICTION
Cake & Punishment – May-
mee Bell
Flying at Night – Rebecca L. 
Brown
Oath of Office – Tom Clancy
Queen of Air and Darkness – 
Cassandra Clare
You Don’t Own Me – Mary 
Higgins Clark & Alafair Burke
Pandemic (large print) – Rob-
in Cook
Sea of Greed (large print) – 

Clive Cussler
The Teacher’s Bride – Kath-
leen Fuller
Who I Am With You – Robin 
Hatcher
Just After Midnight – Cather-
ine Ryan Hyde
Die by the Gun – William W. 
Johnstone
A High Sierra Christmas (large 
print) – William W. Johnstone
Torture of the Mountain Man 
– William W. Johnstone
Robert B. Parker’s Blood Feud 
(large print) – Mike Lupica
Mojave Showdown (large 
print) – L.J. Martin
Castle Butte (large print) – 
John D. Nesbitt
Before We Were Strangers – 

Brenda Novak
Target Alex Cross – James Pat-
terson
Hearts of the Missing – Carol 
Potenza
Of Blood and Bone (+ large 
print) – Nora Roberts
Pieces of Her – Karin Slaughter
The Trading Post and other 
Frontier Stories (large print)
Accidental Beauty Queen – 
Teri Wilson
Bridge of Clay – Markus Zusak

NONFICTION
H.O.P.E. for the Alzheimer’s 
Journey – Carol B. Amos
GED Test Prep 2019
The Incomplete Book of Run-
ning – Peter Sagal

GUEST
FROM PAGE 1B

CODGER
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Briseno selected for leadership conference

Special to The Prairie Press 

Vincent Briseno has been selected as an Illinois delegate to the 
Congress of Future Medical Leaders, Lowell, Mass. Briseno, a 
freshman at Paris Cooperative High School, is the son of Made-
line Andrews and Peter Briseno IV.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MATTOON — Lake Land 
College’s Adult Education is 
offering free food sanitation 
classes at various locations 
for the first 12 applicants who 
register.

Those who complete the 
course and pass the test, 
which costs $36, will receive 
a Food Protection Manager 
certification, which is valid for 
five years.

The class locations and 
dates are as follows:
n Marshall – Lake Land 

College Eastern Region Cen-
ter, 224 S. 6th St., Saturday- 
Jan. 25 and Feb. 2, 8 a.m.-

Lake Land offers free 
food sanitation classes

12:30 p.m. 
n Mattoon – Lake Land 

College Workforce Devel-
opment Center, 305 Rich-
mond Ave. E., Saturday – 
Feb. 9 and 16, 8 a.m.-12:30 
p.m.
n Effingham – Lake 

Land College Kluthe Cen-
ter for Higher Education 
and Technology, 1204 
Network Centre Blvd., Sat-
urday – Feb. 23 and March 
2, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

To enroll or to find 
more information, con-
tact Adult Education at 
217-238-8292 or adulted-
ucation@lakelandcollege.
edu.  

Braden Chittick named 
to Evansville Dean’s List 
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Braden Chittick of Paris has 
achieved a place on the Uni-
versity of Evansville dean’s list 
for academic achievements 
during the fall semester 2018. 
Chittick, a 2018 graduate of 
Paris High School, is majoring 
in creative writing.

To make the Dean’s List, 
a student at UE must earn at 

Paris area TOPS meet
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, Dec. 13, with 16 mem-
bers attending the weigh-in 
and meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were: Janet Embry, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Jill Hoff-
man, KOPS weekly best loser; 
Ruth Ann Knight, monthly 
best loser and walking draw-
ing winner; and Janet Embry, 
quarterly best loser having 

reached her fifth 10-pound 
loss, and she won the food 
chart drawing.

Members walked 33 ½ 
miles during the week.  

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
Paris, with weigh-ins begin-
ning at 8 a.m. and the meeting 
starting at 9 a.m. Visitors and 
new members are always wel-
come and more information is 
available by calling 251-5190.

Lincoln Trail Family Restaurant
Lincoln Trail State Park

217-826-8831

Winter Wine 
& Dine 

January 15, 6 p.m. 
Tickets on sale now

Closed for Holidays/Vacation
December 17 - January 3

132 N. Illinois St. • Chrisman, IL 61924

hrisman Cafe´
Ph. 217-269-2826

Hrs: Sunday & Monday 6 a.m.-2 p.m.
Tuesday - Saturday 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

Breakfast Buffet: Saturday & Sunday 7 a.m-10:30 a.m.
Lunch Buffet: Everyday 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Supper Buffet: Tuesday-Saturday 4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Delivery: NEW! Offering local deliveries!

Call us for all your catering needs.

Join Us For

Drink 
included

$8.99

1218 N. Main Street 
Paris, IL

217.466.1610

Including salad bar, pizza & fried chicken

Lunch Buffet
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday Brunch
8 a.m. - 10 a.m. - Breakfast - $7.99 Includes Drink

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Lunch - $9.99 Includes Drink

Includes
Drink

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

SHOP WITH A COP
Paris Police Association would like to THANK EVERYONE who 
donated to & volunteered for Shop With A Cop 2018. We were able 
to help 328 Edgar County children this year! The Shop With A Cop 

program is a success thanks to all of you! If you would like to volunteer 
for or donate to Shop With A Cop 2019, please contact 

Eric Brown or Melissa Garner at Paris Police Department 
211 W. Washington, Paris, 217-465-6351

internships and career guid-
ance. 

Briseno’s academic achieve-
ment, leadership potential and 
determination to serve human-

wants to talk to you.”
The dean, a wonderful 

fellow, said a student had just 
vacated a dorm.

“I see you’re number 70 on 
the application list. Due to 
this emergency I’m bumping 
you to number one. You can 

amazing affluence, and we are 
far better off than we were in 
the 1970s. Today, our younger 
generation is providing the 
dose of idealism we need to 
keep reaching for our nation’s 

ity through medicine earned a 
nomination to attend the con-
gress from Mario Capecchi, a 
Nobel Prize winner in medi-
cine.

transfer today.”
To think, all this crazy 

weekend action with life-al-
tering results, began with a 
simple drip from a leaky water 
pipe.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

least a 3.5 grade point average 
on a 4.0 scale.

Located in Evansville, Indi-
ana, the University of Evans-
ville is a private, comprehen-
sive university with over 80 
majors and more than 100 
areas of study in the arts and 
sciences and pre-professional 
programs. UE’s diverse student 
body represents 44 states and 
56 countries. 

noble founding ideals.
It’s all a matter of 

perspective. If you are 
counting on politics to lead 
America forward, you will 
be disappointed.

But if you turn away 
from the political bat-
tles and look at what’s 
happening in America, 
there’s plenty of reason 
for optimism. That’s why 
92 percent of Americans 
realize we have a lot to be 
thankful for this holiday 
season.

(Scott Rasmussen is the 
publisher of ScottRasmussen.
com. He is the author of “The 
Sun Is Still Rising: Politics 
Has Failed But America Will 
Not.”)
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BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

New Year’s Eve and Day mark the 
traditional end of the holiday sea-
son and are celebrated by millions 
of Americans. But during the bloody 
and divisive Civil War as well as oth-
er American conflicts, there was little 
cause for celebration as the calendar 
changed from one year to the next.

On the last day of 1862, thousands 
of Union and Confederate soldiers 
clashed in the first day of battle at 
Stones River, Tenn., one of the blood-
iest engagements of the western the-
ater. After a successful effort on Dec. 
31, southern commander Braxton 
Bragg sent a telegraph during a respite 
on the following day proclaiming 
“God has granted us a Happy New 
Year.” 

Bragg’s declaration proved prema-
ture, as the Federals responded on 
Jan. 2 to end the battle in a draw. Some 
12,900 Yankees and 11,700 Confed-
erates were lost in the two-day fight. 
Elsewhere in Tennessee that Dec. 31, 
a small army of Federals handed a rare 

defeat to notorious Southern raider 
Nathan Bedford Forrest at the battle 
of Parkers Cross Roads.

Though the Union enjoyed crucial 
victories at Gettysburg and Vicksburg 
in 1863, the end of that year brought 
scant pleasure. 

Near Vicksburg on Jan. 2, 1864, 

Stephen Rollins of the 95th Illinois 
Infantry lamented that, “my heart 
sickens at the thought of our once 
happy country, now wrenched by civ-
il feuds, and weltering in the blood of 
brothers.”

Those on the homefront also 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Hindsight is 20/20, but the 
stock market threw signals 
back in the summer of 1929 
that trouble lay ahead.

In the spring and summer 
of 1929, the U.S. economy was 
riding high on the decade-long 
winning spree called the Roar-
ing Twenties, but the Fed was 
raising interest rates to slow 
a booming market and an in-
creasingly vocal minority of 
economists and bankers were 
beginning to wonder how long 
the party could possibly last. 

In 1929, popular prognosti-
cators like the Yale economist 
Irving Fisher swore that if a 
correction came, it would look 
like a harmless slump, while 
others predicted a jagged cliff. 
But nobody, absolutely no-
body, foresaw the stock-mar-

ket slaughter that happened in 
late October. 

On two straight days, 
dubbed Black Monday and 
Black Tuesday, the stock mar-
ket crashed by 25 percent and 
by mid-November it had lost 
half its value. When the mar-
ket collapse finally hit rock 
bottom in 1932, the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average had 
withered away by a staggering 
90 percent. 

Gary Richardson, an eco-
nomics professor at the Uni-
versity of California Irvine and 
a former historian for the Fed-
eral Reserve, has researched 
the Fed’s role in the 1929 crash 
and the ensuing Great Depres-
sion. 

He says the first warning 
sign of a looming market cor-
rection was a general consen-
sus the blistering pace at which 

stock prices were rising in the 
late 1920s was unsustainable. 

“People could see in 1928 
and 1929 that if stock prices 
kept going up at the current 
rate, in a few decades they’d be 
astronomic,” says Richardson. 
The question was less about 
whether the meteoric stock 
market rise was going to end, 
but how it would end. 

The global financial indus-
try is now highly sophisticated 
with some of the best minds 
and the most powerful com-
puters dedicated to predicting 
future market movements. 

In 1929, the field of quan-
titative forecasting was in its 
infancy. Each leading eco-
nomic forecaster devised his 
own stock market indexes in 
an attempt to capture market 
trends. 

Economist Roger Babson 

was one of the most promi-
nent prophets of doom, con-
cluding that stock prices were 
wildly inflated compared to 
the prospect of future divi-
dends. 

In September 1929, Bab-
son told a National Business 
Conference in Massachusetts 
that, “sooner or later a crash 
is coming which will take in 
the leading stocks and cause a 
decline from 60 to 80 points in 
the Dow-Jones barometer… 
Some day the time is coming 
when the market will begin 
to slide off, sellers will exceed 
buyers and paper profits will 
begin to disappear. Then there 
will immediately be a stam-
pede to save what paper prof-
its then exist.”

Others, like the Yale econo-
mist Fisher, brushed off fears 
of a reversal, concluding that 

stock prices were on par with 
soaring corporate profits. In 
response to Babson’s dark pre-
dictions, Fisher famously told 
a crowd of stock brokers that 
stock prices had reached, “what 
looks like a permanently high 
plateau.” That was on October 
15, 1929, less than two weeks 
before Black Monday.

Richardson says Americans 
displayed a uniquely bad ten-
dency for creating boom/bust 
markets long before the stock 
market crash of 1929. 

It stemmed from a commer-
cial banking system in which 
money tended to pool in a 
handful of economic centers 
like New York City and Chi-
cago. 

When a market got hot, 
whether it was railroad bonds 
or equity stocks, these banks 

What is this time 
between Christmas and 
New Years? I think it was 
ordained 
to be the 
time to 
reflect 
on the 
good and 
prepare for 
something 
even 
better. 

Many 
of us 
have kids 
at home for celebrations 
and just general visiting, 
catching up with their lives 
and sharing a little of what’s 
going on with ours. Often 
we come away with a little 
better understanding of 
why one or the other of us 
did something that seemed 
out of character. Then we 
either commiserate a state 
of understanding or shake 
our heads in disbelief of 
some of the silly things that 
have happened in these last 
few months.

If we get too serious 
about life and what the fates 
have in store, we miss the 
beauty of the world we live 
in. Still, we need to be aware 
of what we have and be glad 
for many other things we 
don’t need to have. 

Maybe I should quit 
paying so much attention to 
things that I don’t like that 
get me down. I need to have 
a better attitude because 
sometimes there is no place 
to go but up. To me it’s kind 
of like being on the edge of 
hell, and then I hear a voice 
that tells me to listen to the 
small voice that is present in 
my mind and soul. 

I need to get to that place 
where I can stop blaming 
the other person for doing 
things wrong and start 
doing things right even if it 
is little by little, prayer after 
prayer until I see God’s plan.

As I try to write history, 
I find myself in three differ-
ent worlds – the future, the 
past and the one this very 
second. Creation is just like 
that, all are special places in 
time, but we usually look 
at them and see them to be 
different in complexity. 

What do we really know 
about the past? Is it only in 

Occupying 
a special 
time

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

New Year’s in old wars

See CRASH, Page 4B

See CIVIL, Page 4B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

The Knights Templar. 
The Order of Solomon’s 

Temple. 
The Order of Christ. 
The Poor Fellow Soldiers 

of Christ and of the Temple of 
Solomon. 

Pauperes Commilitones 
Christi Templique Salomonici 
Hierosolymitanis. 

Known by many names, 
few people can speak with  any 
great certainty or to any extent  
about them. For the Knights 
Templar were, it’s pretty safe to 
say, a fairly mysterious bunch.

The Knights Templar pop 
up frequently in modern day 
culture. Why is their image so 
powerful even today? And just 
why do we find this shadowy 
Catholic order of knights so 
fascinating? 

Originally a small military 
troop of knights assembled 
to protect Christian pilgrims 
during their trips to The Holy 
Land, the Knights Templar 
quickly grew into an intimidat-
ingly large army after wealthy 
benefactors backed them to 
continue and expand their 
work. 

The Templar were religious 
fanatics who took their calling 
extremely seriously. Not only 
were they prepared to kill and 
die for their faith, they were 
also more than happy to take 
lifelong monastic vows of ab-
ject poverty, dedicated chastity 
and total obedience. 

The Knights Templar were 
established in 1119 and re-
mained a force to be reckoned 
with until the early 14th Cen-
tury. They still exist in a more 
ceremonial and diplomatic 
capacity to this day, winding 
up their militaristic side some 
700 years ago. While histori-
ans and experts are confident 
they know a good deal about 
the order, mystery is still very 
much synonymous with the 
Templars. 

These soldier monks weren’t 
just fighters. They were also 
given special guarding tasks in 
their time, including the job of 
keeping the Turin Shroud safe 
and — according to some — 
even guard the apocryphal/
maybe not-so-apocryphal 
Holy Grail under lock and key.

While the specifics of their 
origins, their shady remit or in-
deed any real rock-solid details 
may well elude most people, 
the image of the Templars is 
still quite a powerful one. For 
a relatively small band of 12th 
century religious crusaders, 
their impact on popular cul-
ture is as significant as it is en-
during.

It doesn’t take too much 
head scratching before re-
calling just some of the many 
times the Knight Templars 
have featured in a television 
program, movie, video game, 
novel or even comic book. 
Their legacy continues in a 
more oblique way as well, with 
a lot of orders and military fac-
tions appearing across all pop 
culture mediums clearly influ-
enced by or based directly on 
the Templars.  

The distinctive chainmail 
and white surcoat adorned 
with its red cross has appeared 
in all sorts of places down the 
years, perhaps most notably in 
films such as “Ironclad,” “In-
diana Jones and the Last Cru-
sade,” “Kingdom of Heaven” 
and “National Treasure.” 

There are plenty of major 

Knights 
Templar 
conquered 
pop culture  

See KNIGHTS, Page 4B

1929’s signals unheeded

New Year’s in Civil War, 
other conflicts brought 
little celebration

Economist outlines nine warning signs investors missed before the 1929 stock crash

Special to The Prairie Press

In January 1865, Union soldiers share a New Year’s Day feast outside Petersburg, 
Va. Both the Union and Confederate armies were stuck in a cold, miserable, muddy 
trenches outside Petersburg. For both Union and Confederate soldiers alike, the 
holidays and thoughts of home just compounded what was already a bleak situ-
ation. The Confederacy had only a few months of life left as each month brought 
dwindling resources to both rebel soldiers and Confederate civilians.

Special to The Prairie Press

This original 1864 illustration of New Year’s Day by Thomas Nast contrasts the state of affairs in the North and the South during 
the Civil War year of 1864.  To the left the pictures present scenes of happiness and joy in the North. Union Soldiers are pic-
tured on furlough, celebrating the new year with their family. A small inset image shows former slaves celebrating their recent 
emancipation. A picture of a Union soldier shows him to be well fed, clothed and equipped. In contrast, the images on the right 
show the sad state of affairs in the South at this time. A woman and several children are shown weeping and grieving over a fresh 
grave, presumably the woman’s husband and the father of the children. A rebel soldier is seen in a tattered uniform, unable to 
protect himself from the bitter cold. The upper inset image implies a spiritual component to the Civil War, with scenes of heav-
enly and demonic beings pitted against one another. With the 1864 presidential campaign about to get underway, and with the 
Democratic Party arguing strongly for compromise with the South, Nast used this illustration to remind people of what had been 
accomplished, that victory was close at hand if the country would stay the course.
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Special to The Prairie Press

This genuine antique wood-cut engraving is titled “New Year’s Day in Savannah — General Sherman’s reception at Mr. Green’s”, 
was published in “Harper’s Weekly” January 1865. Sherman had presented the city to President Abraham Lincoln as a Christmas 
present on Dec. 25, 1864.

memories, in books or was 
it the lifeblood of what we 
are now? What do we really 
know about the future, is it 
something we hope we know 
how to figure out? As I reflect 
on both of these questions I 
only know what I can see and 
feel at this very second, even 
though I hear the echoes of the 
past and seek the prospects of 
tomorrow. 

I am playing a part in histo-
ry right now. I believe we are 
probably lesser than we can 
be, but more than a tiny speck 
in the universe. We are in a 
special place in time between 
the birth of our savior and the 
promise of a new year. It is a 
reflection of whatever wisdom 
we may have garnered from 

the past so we may strive to 
answer the calling in the New 
Year. 

We can only hope we are 
flexible enough to tend to 
the problems we face and 
celebrate each little victory as 
we serve the savior who has 
made real life possible. Right 
now is not the time to be so 
grouchy with what we see 
wrong in ourselves and put 
on a happy face because those 
ignorant misdoings of the past 
have been washed away. Right 
now this special place in time 
is kind of like waking up in the 
morning and thinking, “Oh 
yes, a new wonderful day.” 

Hello to a happy new year to 
each and every one of you.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong res-
ident of Edgar County, an author 
and retired farmer. Email him at 
rstanley1937@hotmail.com.) 

works of literature featuring the 

struggled for comfort. 
In North Carolina, Cather-

ine Edmondston wrote in her 
diary on Jan. 1, 1863, of New 
Year’s dinner and, “a quiet 
chat over glove knitting.” The 
menu included, “goose, wild 
ducks (and the)...luxury of a 
Pudding.” With a nod to food 
shortages, Edmondston add-
ed, “a dinner of four courses 
is…a rarity now-a-days, but 
New Year must have a face to 
welcome it.”

Edmondston’s celebration 
reflected the Southern cause. 
“We wound up the old year 
with all the customary hon-
ors, had our Egg Nog, and the 
attendant good wishes,” she 
wrote as the man of the house 
wished the servants “Happy 
New Year, Good Luck, and 
death to the Yankees.” 

The press reflected the con-
cerns of the day. 

Eight months into the con-
flict, the New York Times 
declared on Jan. 1, 1862, “the 
darkest and gloomiest year 
in our country’s history has 
passed away.” As 1862 drew to 

a close, the Illinois State Reg-
ister, in President Lincoln’s 
hometown of Springfield, re-
ported that, “not a hearth in 
the land will be exempt from 
emotions the most sickening 
in reviewing this closing year 
1862. Its record is blood red.”

The final day of 1862 result-
ed in anticipation for some. 
On the eve of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, which 
became effective on Jan. 1, 
1863, many blacks spent the 
day and evening awaiting 
their freedom. In their honor, 
Watch Night is still celebrated 
by some African-Americans 
across the country. 

As the next year concluded 
and with the fortunes of the 
war turning, the Richmond 
Examiner in the Confederate 
capital sadly reported, “today 
closes the gloomiest year of 
our struggle.” The tide of the 
war never turned back in the 
South’s favor, and as 1865 
dawned, the men of William 
T. Sherman’s army relaxed in 
Savannah in the glow of their 
wildly successful March to the 
Sea that fall.

The Civil War was hardly 
the only American conflict 

loaned money to brokers so 
investors could buy shares at 
steep margins. Investors put 
down 10 percent of the share 
price and borrowed the rest, 
using the stock or bond itself 
as collateral. 

Buying on margin lets in-
vestors buy more stock with 

$700 less money, but it’s inherently 
risky since the broker can is-
sue a margin call at any time 
to collect on the loan. And 
if the share price has gone 
down, the investor will have 
to pay back the full loan bal-
ance plus some change. One 
of the reasons Congress cre-
ated the Federal Reserve in 
1914 was to stem this kind of 
credit-fueled market specula-
tion. 

Starting in 1928, the Fed 
launched a very public cam-
paign to slow down runaway 
stock prices by cutting off easy 
credit to investors, Richard-
son says. It started with a tech-
nique called moral suasion, 
similar to Alan Greenspan’s 
warning in 1996 that irratio-
nal exuberance was artificially 
pushing up stock prices. 

Back in 1929, the message 
was, “Stop loaning money to 
investors,” says Richardson. 
“This is creating a problem.” 

Banks didn’t get the mes-
sage, so the Fed resorted to 
direct action, which operated 
more like a direct threat. 

In a letter to every commer-
cial U.S. bank under the Fed’s 
purview, the central bank said 
that if you continue to lend to 
brokers and investors, we’re 
going to cut off access to the 
Fed’s discount window. No 
more credit for you. 

But that didn’t work either. 

In a last ditch effort to 
undercut the spike in stock 
prices, the Fed decided to 
raise interest rates in August 
1929. 

If investors missed the first 
two signs the Fed wanted to 
slam the breaks on the stock 
market, this one should have 
been abundantly clear. 

“The Fed made a string 
of public announcements: 
‘We’re doing this to slow the 
growth of stock prices,’” says 
Richardson. “Investors are 
very aware that the Fed is try-
ing to bring down stock prices 
using all the tools at its dispos-
al.” 

Unfortunately, the timing of 
the interest rate hike couldn’t 
have been worse. Little did 
the Fed know the U.S. econ-
omy would reach its peak in 
August 1929. Tightening the 
credit market was supposed to 
shrink stock prices by maybe 
10 percent, says Richardson, 
but definitely not 90 percent. 

Today, even mainstream 
news outlets run stories on 
wonky financial terms like 
the inverted treasury yield 
curve, which is supposed 
to be a strong predictor of a 
coming recession. Back in 
1929, there were fewer such 
indicators available to inves-
tors, but still enough to get a 
read on whether the economy 
was expanding or contracting. 

Monthly figures were pub-
lished, for example, about 
leading indicators like new 
housing permits and manu-
facturing orders.

“In 1929, it was clear that 
there had been this big boom 
but that the economy was 
starting to cool down,” says 
Richardson. “Just like today, 
there was a lot of discussion 
in the press about whether the 
economy had reached a peak 
or not. That all got resolved 
very quickly with the crash 
and its aftermath.” 

While newbie middle-class 
investors seeking easy riches 
absolutely fueled the 1929 
stock market boom and bust, 
plenty of very sophisticated 
investors also missed the com-
ing crash. And even those who 
were savvy enough to foretell 
a market slide couldn’t have 
imagined the carnage to come. 

“No big decline has ever 
been fully predicted,” says 
Richardson. “If there was any 
reasonable prediction that 
home prices would collapse 
in 2008, then people would 
have stopped buying homes. 
If any reasonable person had 
foreseen anything like the 
90-percent collapse in equity 
prices from 1929 to 1934, the 
market would have not gone 
up. There’s lots of really smart 
people who bet wrong on the 
market all the time.”

ancient order. Novels making 
the Knights Templar pivotal to 
their plots include Dan Brown’s 
“The Da Vinci Code,” Sir Wal-
ter Scott’s “Ivanhoe” and Um-
berto Eco’s Foucault’s “Pendu-
lum.”

In computer games the un-
dead Templar Knights are one 
of the principle bad guys in 
the Tomb Raider video games. 
Popular culture’s most famous 
Knights Templar however, go 
by another name — one most 
are sure to recognize — the 
Jedi.

George Lucas imagined his 
order of warrior space monks 
to be like the Templar. Both 
fanatically guard an ancient re-
ligion. Lucas even called them 
‘Jedi-Templar’ in early versions 
of his Star Wars script.

George RR Martin based 
the Night’s Watch in his wildly 
successful book series Game 
of Thrones on the Knights 
Templar. An order created to 
protect the Seven Kingdoms, 
they’re led by Lord Command-
er Jon Snow. Viewers of the TV 
adaptation might not immedi-

ately spot the inspiration, given 
the lack of physical similarity, 
but look deeper and the clues 
are there. Both are protectors of 
ancient truths, both reject alle-
giances to kings, both lay down 
their lives in pursuit of their 
calling and both have their sins 
absolved when they dedicate 
their lives to the cause.

“It shall not end until my 
death. I shall take no wife, hold 
no lands, father no children. I 
shall wear no crowns and win 
no glory. I shall live and die 
at my post. I am the sword in 
the darkness. I am the watcher 
on the walls. I am the fire that 
burns against the cold, the light 
that brings the dawn, the horn 
that wakes the sleepers, the 
shield that guards the realms 
of men. I pledge my life and 
honor.”

Night’s Watch or Templar? 
Well, it’s Game of Thrones. But 
it could just as easily be taken 
from early writings about the 
Knights Templar. Even when 
we don’t realize, the lore and 
tropes of the Knights Templar 
are right there in front of us.

that brought suffering at the 
turn of the calendar. On the 
last day of 1944, tens of thou-
sands of American soldiers 
struggled with frigid condi-
tions at the Battle of the Bulge 
in France and Belgium. A few 

years later, American troops 
similarly grappled with bitter 
cold during the Korean War. 
In the 1960s and early 1970s, 
thousands of Americans 
marked the New Year in the 
jungles of Vietnam.

New Year’s celebrations – 
or lack thereof – in American 
conflicts reach as far back as 
the Revolutionary War. 

On Dec. 31, 1775, an Amer-
ican assault on the strong-
hold of Quebec was turned 

back, resulting in heavy loss-
es including the death of an 
American general, Richard 
Montgomery. In south-central 
Illinois, Montgomery County 
is named in that fallen gener-
al’s honor.
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BETHLEHEM, West Bank 
(AP) — Pilgrims from around 
the world flocked to Bethle-
hem on Monday, Dec. 24,  for 
what was believed to be the 
biblical West Bank city’s larg-
est Christmas celebrations in 
years.

Hundreds of locals and for-
eign visitors milled in Manger 
Square as bagpipe-playing 
Palestinian Scouts paraded 
past a giant Christmas tree. 
Crowds flooded the Church of 
the Nativity, venerated as the 
traditional site of Jesus’s birth, 
and waited to descend into the 
ancient grotto.

Palestinian Tourism Minis-
ter Rula Maaya said all Bethle-
hem hotels were fully booked, 
and the city was preparing to 
host an astounding 10,000 
tourists overnight.

“We haven’t seen numbers 
like this in years,” she said, 
adding the 3 million visitors to 
Bethlehem this year exceeded 
last year’s count by hundreds 

of thousands.
Solemn-faced nuns and en-

thused tourists crossed them-
selves and bowed over their 
rosaries as they entered the 
church, the air thick with in-
cense.

Linda Selbmann, 24, of 
Chemnitz, Germany, said she 
had long dreamed of celebrat-
ing Christmas in Bethlehem.

“It’s wild to be in the place 
it all began,” she said, sipping 
Turkish coffee in front of a stat-
ue of the Virgin Mary cradling 
the infant Jesus.

The Christmas festivities 
traditionally bring a boost of 
holiday cheer to Christians in 
the Holy Land, whose num-
bers have shrunk over the de-
cades relative to the general 
population and now make up 
just a minority.

As the sun set on Manger 
Square, the enormous Christ-
mas tree lit up and the city’s an-
cient passageways shone with 
colored string lights and flash-

ing crosses. Choirs sang classic 
carols and hymns, their voices 
echoing throughout the plaza.

Palestinian youths peddled 
Santa hats to tourists and shop 
windows bearing signs reading 
“Jesus Is Here” displayed olive-
wood Nativity scenes and oth-
er souvenirs.

Archbishop Pierbattista Piz-
zaballa, the top Roman Catho-
lic cleric in the Holy Land, en-
tered Bethlehem after crossing 
an Israeli military checkpoint 
from Jerusalem.

At a midnight Mass at the 
Church of the Nativity, Pizza-
balla addressed a packed house 
of worshippers and dignitaries 
that included Palestinian Pres-
ident Mahmoud Abbas and 
Prime Minister Rami Hamdal-
lah.

Pizzaballa said the recent 
restoration of the church was 
a metaphor for recent events in 
the region.

“The mosaics were splendid, 
but covered by a layer of dirt,” 

he said at the start of his hom-
ily.

“This last year was terrible,” 
said Pizzaballa, referring to the 
upsurge in violence between 
Israelis and Palestinians, “so we 
all tend to think that all is dirty. 
But if you remove this layer of 
dirt we see how wonderful the 
mosaics are.”

“Since it’s Christmas, we 
have to be positive,” the arch-
bishop said.

Palestinian security per-
sonnel and vehicles stationed 
around the square reminded 
visitors that amid the merri-
ment, they couldn’t quite es-
cape the city’s political reality. 
Bethlehem is located in the 
Palestinian-controlled area of 
the West Bank, and much of 
the city lies behind Israel’s sep-
aration barrier.

“Last year things were worse 
because the injustice was so ob-
vious,” said Maaya, the tourism 
minister, referring to U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s decision 

to recognize Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel, incensing the 
Palestinians and igniting clash-
es. “But this year doesn’t feel so 
different. We are still occupied, 
and we always have problems,” 
she said.

Monjed Jadou, a Bethlehem 
resident, said although he no-
ticed an impressive number of 
foreigners in the square, the 
crowds of Palestinian visitors 
appeared thinner than usual.

“Security is tighter around 
here than it’s been in a while, 
and the streets feel less safe. 
I think people are afraid,” he 
said, adding that his friends 
from the West Bank city of 
Ramallah decided not to come 
because the Israeli army had 
been blocking roads around 
the city.

The West Bank has seen 
a spike in violence in recent 
weeks, set off by a pair of dead-
ly shootings targeting Israeli 
soldiers and settlers claimed 
by the Islamic militant group 

Hamas. Israel has ratcheted 
up security at checkpoints as 
it presses on with its manhunt 
for suspected Palestinian as-
sailants.

Other visitors seemed un-
concerned by recent violence 
in the area.

“This has been No. 1 on 
my bucket list,” said Yohannes 
Denu, 42, of Los Angeles. 
“There’s no better place to be 
as a Christian, it takes me back 
to all the rich stories I heard 
growing up. To be at the center 
of my faith, it’s joyous, it’s un-
believable.”

In anticipation of the mid-
night Mass at the Church of 
the Nativity, the climax of 
Christmas Eve celebrations, 
Palestinians and pilgrims hud-
dled in groups, some singing 
“Silent Night” and carrying 
candles.

“This is a day of celebration,” 
Maaya said. “And we have hope 
that one day we’ll be able to 
celebrate like everyone else.”

Bethlehem celebrates Christmas

Dixon gives last sermon
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Tomorrow is the last Sunday of 
2018. It is also the last Sunday Michael 
Dixon will lead the Paris First Chris-
tian Church – Disciples of Christ in 
worship.

Dixon is retiring after a 40-year ca-
reer in the ministry, all of which except 
for 13 years, was with the Paris church.

“There will be some emotions, but 
at that point I will shift into profes-
sional mode,” said Dixon.

Peg Dixon, his wife, is less confident 
about her ability to hold it together 
from the pews.

“I won’t get through it,” she said, 
comparing the change in their lives to 
a divorce or death.

She added over the years they have 
built strong connections with the con-
gregation. They were present for mar-
riages, deaths and watched children 
grow and start the cycle again. 

“The relationship is changing. It 
won’t be the same,” she said.

Retirement, they acknowledge, is a 
change and something they will need 
time to process – especially so for 
Mike Dixon who still enjoys the work 
of a pastor.

“It was a struggle. It was not an easy 
thing,” he said about the decision to 
retire. “When I turned 65 I started 
looking at that.”

His decision was delayed when the 
congregation decided to hire a youth 
pastor and Dixon remained to help get 
that new position established.

“It’s time for somebody else,” Mike 
Dixon said. “I think the church can 
benefit from a change.”

While retirement opens a new 
chapter for the couple, so did coming 
to Paris in 1991 as pastor of the long 
established church. He was the pastor 
of a Christian church at Pittsfield in far 
western Illinois at the time and had 
served there for six years. The couple 
decided to make the move because 
being in Paris put them much closer to 
family in northern Indiana.

The initial move came with some 
shock.

“Paris in the early ’90s was not a 
thriving community,” said Mike Dix-
on.

It was especially hard on their 
daughters who were in school and for 

whom Pittsfield was the only home 
they knew.

Peg Dixon recalls sitting on the 
porch of their Paris home with the 
girls the day they moved in. All of 
them were crying.

“It was hard,” she said. “He was 
coming to a job. We were being torn 
from a home.”

The transition was eased through an 
already established network of people 
in the congregation, which quickly 
helped the girls make friends. Now the 
entire family considers Paris as their 
hometown, and Mike and Peg Dixon 
plan to remain here for retirement and 
look forward to attending other area 
churches for worship. They will not 
join the congregation of the Christian 
Church for at least one year out of 
courtesy to the incoming pastor.

“A new person needs time to get es-
tablished,” said Mike Dixon. “After the 
transition, this will be home.”

He is not ready to completely leave 
pastoring and is open to the idea of 
serving as an interim pastor for oth-
er churches that may experience a 
time between ministers. The biggest 
challenge for him is finding a way to 
channel the creativity that came with 
getting an idea for a sermon and writ-
ing it or perhaps a new project at the 
church and working out the details 
to make that happen. His creativity 
has resulted in doing Christmas ser-
vices in a barn, having a commercial 

Sunday where he tied pop culture and 
well-known advertising slogans into 
the message and a persecuted church 
where he told the congregation au-
thorities were on the way to close the 
church. He then instructed the dea-
cons to take charge of Bibles, hymnals, 
communion sets and other regalia of 
the worship service and the congrega-
tion followed him to a basement room 
where they got a sense of what it is like 
to worship in secret.

“It helped keep things alive,” said 
Mike Dixon.

Peg Dixon has no doubts about the 
biggest transition she will face during 
the early months of 2019.

“It will be weird having him home 
all of the time,” she said.

She is already retired after a career 
of teaching music at Carolyn Wenz El-
ementary School. Unlike her husband, 
she had no doubt it was time to retire 
when she started seeing students who 
were offspring of her original students.

“I was the only one on the faculty 
who had gray hair,” she said. 

Everything about serving as a pas-
tor, even committee meetings, is 
something Mike Dixon will miss. He 
added the benefit to the long-term 
pastorate he enjoyed with the First 
Christian Church is observing the 
growth of the church and the growth 
of individuals in their faith.

“That’s a real joy,” said Mike Dixon.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

After leading the First Christian Church – Disciples of Christ since 1991, Michael and Peg Dixon will get a new perspective on 
the service from the pews. He is retiring as pastor and his last service is tomorrow, Dec. 30. She previously retired as choir 
director at the church and from her job as a music teacher. The couple will eventually return as congregation members but will 
spend the next year attending other churches to give the new pastor time to establish a rapport with the congregation.

Christmas 
is not over

Christmas has come and 
gone but the Christmas 
season continues.  Most 

Chris-
tians 
seem to 
forget 
that 
Christ-
mas isn’t 
merely 
one day 
but a 
season 
that lasts 

until Epiphany when we re-
member the coming of the 
Magi, Wise Men, to Jesus. 
The Magi were ancient as-
trologists who also studied 
astronomy.  

The Magi’s story is told 
in the Gospel of Matthew, 
Chapter 2. Because of their 
astrology and astronomy 
studies, it is appropriate 
they followed a star to find 
Jesus and is likely why they 
noticed the star.  

They could have come 
from far away Persia, and 
it likely took them several 
months after Jesus’ birth to 
get to him in Bethlehem, de-
pending on when they first 
saw the star. We don’t really 
know how many Magi came 
to Jesus. Scripture doesn’t 
say. Three became the way 
to tell the story because of 
three types of gifts that were 
given to honor the Christ 
child – gold and the costly 
oils of frankincense and 
myrrh.

One of the most signifi-
cant things about this story 
is the Magi were Gentiles, 
non-Jews. The Jews did not 
view Gentiles very kindly.  
Certainly by Jesus’ time 
much of that was likely due 
to the Roman Empire con-
trolling their land and taxing 
them. Even long before that, 
Jewish people had little to 
do with Gentiles because 
they viewed them as ritually 
unclean and not a part of 
God’s chosen people.

Just like poor, outcast 
shepherds coming to the 
manger and bowing before 
the Christ child, Gentiles, 
from another nation, com-
ing to pay homage to Jesus 
is incredible. It includes us 
Gentiles in the Christmas 
story and paves the way for 
Jesus to interact with and 
heal Gentiles and for Paul to 
teach and preach to them. 
That is our history and, we 
could say, one reason Chris-
tianity exists today.

Remember to keep 
celebrating Christmas until 
Epiphany, Jan. 6.  Rodger 
and I keep our outside 
Christmas lights on and 
decorations up to continue 
the celebration and show 
gratitude to God for such a 
great gift.

(The Rev. Laurie Williams 
is co-pastor of the Paris Pres-
byterian Church. Email her at 
laurie@parispresbyterian.org. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
weekly by members of the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship.)

Indomitable 
Copts honor 
Christmas
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

EL KOSHEH, Egypt — 
This Coptic Christian vil-
lage about 280 miles south 
of Cairo calls itself Little 
Jerusalem.

Around this time of year, 
many of the village’s 40,000 
residents recall their fre-
quent pilgrimages to the 
Holy Land, which include a 
stop at Bethlehem’s Grotto 
of the Nativity.

“We make our own papi-
er-mâché scenes of the Grot-
to of Christmas as a symbol 
of the holy infant who was 
born poor in a cave,” said 
Ne’mat al-Qumos, 52, a vice 
principal at El Kosheh’s pub-
lic high school.

Like many other Ortho-
dox Christian communities 
in the Middle East, Egypt’s 
20 million Copts portray 
the birth of Jesus as happen-
ing in a cave, not the wood-
en stable in the manger 
scenes prevalent in Europe 
and the United States.

Because they follow the 
Julian calendar, they cel-
ebrate Christmas Eve on 
Jan. 6, and feasts are held on 
Christmas Day, Jan. 7.

Some now argue this an-
cient community should 
change the dates to Dec. 
24-25 as a sign of global 
Christian unity. The idea is 
drawing mixed reaction in 
a community that is already 
experiencing change in its 
longstanding Christmas tra-
ditions.

Evergreen fir trees don’t 
grow in the Nile Valley, so 
the Christmas tree is a rel-
ative newcomer to a land-
scape of sugar cane, wheat 
and cotton fields and date 
palms. Today a 9-foot-tall 
Christmas tree, along with 
El Kosheh’s biggest nativity 
grotto, decorates the court-
yard of the Church of the 
Martyrs and the Archangel 
Michael, the largest of 10 
congregations in the town.

“The Christmas tree did 
not arrive here until after the 
big massacre,” said al-Qu-
mos, referring to a January 
2000 clash with Muslims 
from a neighboring village 
that erupted in El Kosheh 
after a dispute between a 
Muslim trader and a Chris-
tian shop owner.  Twen-
ty-one local residents were 
killed. Some were crucified.

Today the violence per-
sists despite President Ab-
del-Fattah el-Sissi’s support 
for the community, includ-
ing giving Coptic civil ser-
vants the same paid leave to 
make pilgrimages to Jerusa-
lem as their Muslim peers 
receive to make the hajj to 
Mecca. El-Sissi has also at-
tended Christmas celebra-
tions in Cairo.

Earlier this month, 
rogue security guards shot 
two Christians outside 
their church in Minya. 

LAURIE
WILLIAMS
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

See COPTIC, Page 6B

Sacred city hosts approximately 10,000 pilgrims despite looming tensions between Palestine and Israel 

PASTOR JOINS WIFE IN RETIREMENT

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Michael Dixon, left, has served as pastor at the First Christian Church – Disciples 
of Christ since 1991. He is retiring and his last service leading the church in wor-
ship is tomorrow, Dec. 30. Peg Dixon, his wife, has also played an active role in the 
church as choir director and other duties. She previously retired from her job as a 
music teacher at Carolyn Wenz Elementary School.

See DIXON, Page 6B
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DIXON OPEN HOUSE
The First Christian Church – 
Disciples of Christ is hosting 
a retirement open house 
for Mike and Peg Dixon 2-4 
p.m. Jan. 6 at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 614 N. Main, 
Paris. The community is 
invited to wish the couple well 
as they enter a new phase of 
life. 

SUGAR GROVE NEW YEAR’S 
EVE SERVICE
Sugar Grove Church is hosting 
a New Year’s Eve Party that is 
open to the public. The time is 
5-7:30 p.m. Dec. 31 at 16362 
N 2300th Street, Chrisman. 
Festivities for the evening 
include food, gospel music and 
fellowship.

GRACE NOTES

YOUTH GROUP RINGS BELL

Special to The Prairie Press

The Diggers of Truth, the youth group of the First Church of the Nazarene, took turns 
volunteering to ring the Salvation Army bells at Christmas time. Pictured at Paris Rural King is 
the pastor’s wife Sheila Williamson with youth worshipers Mylee Strow and Bella Chandler.  

NOW, YOU HAVE  
A CHOICE IN  

EDGAR COUNTY.

DON’T BURN  
YOUR MONEY!

INVEST IT!   
ADVERTISE IN

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

ORDINANCE APPROVING TAX LEVY FOR 2018

   AN ORDINANCE  PROVIDING FOR THE ANNUAL TAX LEVY FOR THE PARIS COM-
MUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT SITUATED IN EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
FOR 2018.

   BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Trustees of the Paris Community Fire
Protection District in Edgar County, Illinois.

SECTION I

   That there shall be levied and collected and there is hereby levied for the purpose of 
defraying and paying of necessary obligations and expenses of Paris Community Fire Pro-
tection District in Edgar County, Illinois, for the year 2018 upon all of the taxable property 
within the District for the following amounts for the purposes hereinafter set forth, and for 
said purposes appropriations have heretofore been duly made in all respects as required 
by law, by virtue of a Combined Annual Budget and Appropriation Ordinance of said Fire 
Protection District, which Ordinance is dated the 13th day of December 2018.

CORPORATE FUND:

1. Salaries    40,000.00
2. Payroll Taxes        8,000.00
3. Maintenance- Building     15,000.00
4.  Maintenance- Vehicles     40,000.00
5. Maintenance- Equipment    25,000.00
6.  Maintenance- Grounds       5,000.00
7. Telephone        4,000.00
8.  Utilities      13,000.00
9. Travel         3,000.00
10. Training        1,700.00
11. Postage           150.00
12. Trash Removal          400.00
13. Printing        1,500.00
14. Accounting      12,000.00
15. Legal        2,500.00
16. Other Professional Services       1,000.00
17. Dues        1,500.00
18. Communications     15,000.00
19. Contracts      60,000.00
20. Office Supplies       2,000.00
21. Gasoline/Diesel     15,000.00
22. Operating Supplies     50,000.00
23.Publications           500.00
24. Miscellaneous and Contingent        5,000.00
25. Equipment        9,613.66

TOTAL CORPORATE TAX LEVY               330,863.66

INSURANCE FUND: 

1.  Workman's Compensation  Insurance   16,000.00
2. Liability Insurance     19,160.00
3. General Insurance     15,000.00

TOTAL INSURANCE TAX LEVY    50,160.00

TOTAL ALL LEVIES:                              381,023.66

SECTION II

 The Secretary of said Fire Protection District shall file with the County Clerk of 
Edgar County, Illinois, a duly certified copy of this Ordinance, in order that such taxes 
maybe duly levied and collected according to the Statues of the State of Illinois in such 
cases made and provided.

SECTION III

 This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its 
passage and approval.

 Passed this 13 day of December, 2018.

CERTIFICATE

 I, Ben G. Lueken, do hereby certify that I am duly appointed and acting Secre-
tary of the Paris Community Fire Protection District, Edgar County, Illinois, and that the 
above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the Tax Levy for 2018 duly passed by 
the Board ofTrustees of the Paris Community Fire Protection District.

 Dated this 13th day of December, 2018.

PREVIEW: MONDAY, DEC. 31ST 5:00PM TO 8:00PM  
Partial Listing -  350+ Hand Guns inc/ Colt SAA’s 1st – 3rd Gen 7 ½ “ US, Rim Fire; Colt Python
Nickel .38 Target  NIB; Colt Woodsmen MT; Colt 1905 2 Digit Serial Number 96%; 4 Japanese
Hand guns; Colt Percussion Revolvers; U.S. 1911’s & A1’s; Browning Hi Power; Rem. XP’s;
Colt New Service; Ruger Revolvers; S&W 41’s;  300+ Rifles inc/ 1860 Henry, engraved, 24”
oct.; Browning Auto 22’s; Uberti Levers; Browning T-
Bolts; Savage 99’s; Trap doors; Marlin 39’s; Colt  &
Springfield Muskets; 300+ Shotguns inc/  Ruger Red
Label; SKB; Rem 1100’s inc. 28ga.; Webley & Scott;
Browning 90; AYA; Verona; Win. 97 Trench Gun;
Weatherby Orion; Franchi; Several Sporting Shotguns; 

GUN AUCTION - 900+ FIREARMS AT AUCTION
TUESDAY, JAN. 1ST- 9:00 A.M. 2601 LAKE LAND BLVD, MATTOON, IL

See Complete Catalog & 5000 Photos at 
www.BauerAuction.com •  (217) 259-5956

In November, militants 
ambushed three buses carrying 
pilgrims on their way to a 
remote desert monastery, 
killing seven people and 
wounding 19.

“We needed joy after the bit-
ter grief we lived, and the beau-
tiful lights and adornments of 
Christmas trees helped us,” 
al-Qumos said.

Still, as plastic trees import-
ed from China have become 
ubiquitous in the rural Coptic 
heartland, shifting Christmas 
traditions are simultaneously 
embraced and questioned.

“The tree is certainly a new 
phenomenon, as is Santa 
Claus,” said 62-year-old home-
maker Angel Marcus. “But I 
still stick to my grandma’s old 
holiday recipes of grilled Nile 
tilapia and mackerel, even 
though many of my neighbors 
have started making meat dish-
es like roast beef and turkey.”

Church historians agree the 
original Saint Nicholas was 
born in Asia Minor in 280. Leg-
end holds that Nicholas unex-
pectedly spent in time in Egypt 
when a storm knocked his Holy 
Land-bound ship off course to 

Alexandria, the Mediterranean 
port city that serves as the offi-
cial seat of Coptic popes.

“In eastern churches, Nich-
olas’ miraculous rescue earned 
him the title of the patron saint 
of sailors,” said Yousra El Gen-
di, an author of scholarly books 
on the community. “The red-
robed Santa Claus is a new bit 
of iconography in Egypt, partic-
ularly for the rural Copts. These 
things were not seen in Egypt 
until the British effectively oc-
cupied the country in the late 
19th century and French Jesu-
its and Italian Franciscans built 
hospitals and schools.”

Now El Kosheh’s townsfolk 
are also discussing controver-
sial proposals to move the date 
of their nativity feast.

Two years ago, Roman Cath-
olic officials and Copt leaders 
started exploring steps toward 
mutual recognition of baptism 
rituals, pilgrimage sites and 
even reconciling their liturgical 
calendars.

Bishop Anba Epiphanius, 
who was also the abbot of St. 
Macarius Monastery, was the 
point man in Coptic Pope 
Tawadros II’s efforts to recon-
cile their church with the Vati-
can.

But in July Epiphanius was 

killed. The two men charged 
in his death are monks with 
links to a group called “The 
Faith Protectors” who are 
vehemently opposed to 
changing the dates of scrip-
tural readings, Christmas 
and Easter.

The group has threatened 
to disrupt any attempts to 
move the date of the holiday.

“We are happy with the 
idea of collective celebration 
provided that our loved ones 
come to us in our time to 
celebrate with us as we also 
celebrate in the same way 
that our apostles gave us,” 
said the association’s found-
er, Mina Assad Kamel.

Al-Qumos, the high 
school administrator, char-
acterizes the Faith Protectors 
as extremists. But he believes 
the Coptic church should 
keep its unique calendar.

“I see nothing wrong with 
Santa Claus and Christmas 
trees,” he said. “But I think 
changing Christmas for 
some kind of political rap-
prochement with the West 
is wrong.”

But 31-year-old truck 
driver Malam Allam, who 
hauls the boxes of plastic 
trees 40 miles from the pro-
vincial trading center of So-
hag to El Kosheh, said the 
date change is inevitable and 
would be inspiring.

“Modern transport and 
technology is erasing the dif-
ference between the coun-
tryside and cities and even 
between Egypt and Europe,” 
said Allam. “Pope Tawadros 
sees this as something beau-
tiful, and I agree to unify 
Christmas with the Western 
world so we all celebrate 
Christmas at the same time.”

In a way, his retirement is 
another retirement for his wife, 
who served as choir director 
for the church for many years 
and participated on numerous  
committees. He explained that 
came as a natural desire on her 
part to be involved because 
he made it clear to the search 
committee they were hiring 
only him and his wife’s respon-
sibilities were to their daugh-
ters and her career as a teacher. 

Peg Dixon said it is not bur-
densome being a preacher’s 
wife but there was a self-im-
posed liability in that she was 
always concerned she might 
inadvertently do something to 
hurt somebody’s spiritual life. 
Her husband downplayed that 
concern.

DIXON
FROM PAGE 5B

“Peg has been a great as-
set,” said Mike Dixon. “Her 
love, her service, her support 
draw people to her. I turn to 
her for ideas.”

Some aspects of retire-
ment are starting to look 
good. He no longer faces 
deadlines and has more time 
to spend visiting children 
and grandchildren. There 
are also home and yard proj-
ects on the to-do list.

As a people person, it will 
be hard for him adjusting to 
fewer connections.

“I look at the privilege of 
being invited into people’s 
lives,” he said. “We have 
been very privileged and 
blessed. I never dreamed I 
would be one of the old guys 
sitting around talking about 
things the way they were, 
but God’s been good.”
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Ethanol corn forecast falls
Corn fuel use lags behind last marketing year’s consumption level; changes are needed
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — The WASDE 
forecast of corn use for etha-
nol production decreased by 
50 million bushels in the De-
cember report. 

Ethanol use for corn slight-
ly lags behind last market-
ing-year’s consumption level 
and requires a fundamental 
change to the current market 
dynamics to eclipse the pro-
jection, says University of Il-
linois agricultural economist 
Todd Hubbs.   

“The projection of corn 
used for ethanol production 
of 5.6 billion bushels indi-
cates a slight change from 
the previous marketing year,” 
Hubbs says. “The continua-
tion of negative cash margins 

for ethanol plants saw a weak-
ening of the weekly produc-
tion recently from previous 
year totals.” Over the last 
month, production averaged 
1.05 million barrels a day, 
down from the 1.08 million 
barrels a day over the same 
period last year. 

To exceed the current 
USDA projection, an expan-
sion in gasoline consump-
tion or a continuation of the 
growth in ethanol export 
levels witnessed during the 
2017-18 marketing year is 
necessary, Hubbs adds.   

The projection of U.S. 
retail gasoline price by the 
Energy Information Agency 
(EIA) appears set to aver-
age $2.73 per gallon in 2018, 
12.8 percent higher than the 

price experienced in 2017. 
The December EIA Short-
Term Energy Outlook pro-
jected a decrease in gasoline 
prices for 2019 to $2.50 per 
gallon. The forecast for gas-
oline consumption stands at 
almost 143.64 billion gallons 
in 2019, up from the 142.72 
billion gallons consumed in 
2018. EIA’s forecast of etha-
nol production in 2019 is 1.04 
million barrels per day. 

“If the EIA projection is 
correct, a production level of 
approximately 15.94 billion 
gallons is in store for 2019, 
slightly down from 2018 
production levels,” Hubbs 
explains. The renewable fuels 
volume requirement is set at 
19.92 billion gallons for 2019, 
up from the 19.29 billion gal-

lons required in 2018.  The 
conventional ethanol require-
ment comes in at 15 billion 
gallons for 2019, equal to the 
statutory requirement level 
for both 2017 and 2018.  

“The uncertainty regarding 
small refinery exemptions 
and E-15 policy looks to con-
tinue, but the low price of eth-
anol indicates a continuation 
of the 10 percent blend rate 
in 2019. Moderate growth in 
gasoline consumption next 
year places forecasts of etha-
nol use for blending purpos-
es marginally higher than the 
last marketing year,” Hubbs 
says. 

Ethanol exports witnessed 
record levels in the 2017-18 
marketing year with exports 
totaling 1.63 billion gallons. 

Approximately 28 percent of 
this total went to Brazil. Can-
ada imported over 20 percent 
and an expanding market 
in India imported another 
10 percent. The prospect of 
eclipsing last year’s record 
export total requires contin-
ued Brazilian sourcing of U.S. 
ethanol and increased etha-
nol exports to other markets. 
Ethanol export numbers are 
available from U.S. Census 
trade data for the marketing 
year through October. U.S. 
exports of ethanol thus far 
sit near 265 million gallons, 
up 40 percent from the sim-
ilar period in 2017. Strong 
demand from Brazil, Cana-
da, and the EU propelled the 
early strength this marketing 

See OUTLOOK, Page 8B

GIPSA 
is on the 
move 
again

GIPSA, the badly 
named, hard-working 
mule inside the U.S. De-

partment 
of Agri-
culture 
(USDA), 
is on the 
move 
again over 
objections 
the Trump 
Adminis-
tration’s 
ongoing 
USDA 

reorganization will bury it 
— and other, less obscure 
parts of the department 
like the Economic Re-
search Service — in new 
layers of bureaucracy so 
deep that none will ever 
be seen again.

But Larry Mitchell, the 
last administrator of GIP-
SA, the Grain Inspection, 
Packers and Stockyards 
Administration, supports 
the move because GIPSA’s 
two missions of grain in-
spection as well as packers 
and stockyards oversight, 
“have no business being 
together. Never did.”

If you think candor 
like that is refreshing in 
Washington’s foggy envi-
rons, you’re going to love 
this: Mitchell’s an ardent 
Democrat who served as 
the deputy administrator 
of farm programs in the 
Clinton Administration’s 
Farm Service Agency 
before returning to run 
GIPSA for the Obama 
White House from June 1, 
2012, through noon, Jan. 
20, 2017.

His first USDA tour 
may have informed his 
second because, beginning 
in 1994, USDA began to 
implement its last major 
overhaul. (Old-timers 
may remember it as when 
“ASCS became FSA.”) 
When that redo was nearly 
complete, Mitchell says, 
two USDA programs still 
lacked homes: the Federal 
Grain Inspection Service 
and the Packers and Stock-
yards Administration.

 “So USDA threw them 
together at the last minute 
to create GIPSA,” he says. 
But, “they were misfits 
from the start because 
each operates under its 
own Act to do different 
work by different staffs.”

After overseeing the 
disparate parts for more 
than four years, Mitchell 
has no problem with 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue’s plan to 
place GIPSA under the 
Agricultural Marketing 
Service umbrella to, as 
Perdue explained last Sep-
tember, “provide a unified 
USDA presence focused 
not on programs, but on 
customers and the services 
they are provided.”

That’s a good idea, says 
Mitchell from Austin, 
Texas, where he is the 
coordinator for commod-
ity programs at the Texas 
Department of Agricul-
ture. “If you can provide a 
more sound platform for 
[GIPSA’s] two efforts that 
helps both farmers and 
agriculture, that’s good 
government and every-
body comes out ahead.”

Several farm groups, 
however, aren’t as hopeful 
about Perdue’s GIPSA 
move. Roger Johnson, 
president of the National 
Farmers Union, issued a 
press release Nov. 30 to 
condemn the change. It 
noted that Perdue was 
making a, “big step in 
the wrong direction,” 
especially now, “when just 
a handful of companies 
control all the markets that 
supply and buy from fami-
ly farmers and ranchers.”

Worse, Johnson added, 
the move, “comes on top 
of USDA’s decision to 
withdraw the Farmer Fair 
Practices Rules…”

The Farmers Union 
boss is right on both 

ALAN
GUEBERT
FARM AND 
FOOD FILE

See GUEBERT, Page 8B

Hope for 
soybean 
exports 
are rising
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — The exten-
sion of trade negotiations 
with China past Jan. 1 and 
the possibility of a resolu-
tion to the current impasse 
rallied soybean prices after 
the G-20 summit. 

While China is sup-
posedly entering the soy-
bean market in the United 
States, changes in the soy-
bean export forecast look 
to be minimal at this time, 
according to University of 
Illinois agricultural econo-
mist Todd Hubbs.    

“The potential for strong 
South American soybean 
export competition during 
the marketing year is the 
limiting factor in expand-
ed U.S. soybean exports 
despite the possible reso-
lution of the trade issue,” 
Hubbs says.        

The USDA’s World Pro-
duction Report estimates 
the size of the 2019 crop 
for major South American 
producers (Brazil, Argen-
tina, Paraguay, Bolivia, 
and Uruguay) at 7.02 bil-
lion bushels. Hubbs says 
the current forecast is 
most likely below the fi-
nal crop estimate in 2019 
by a healthy margin due 
to excellent conditions in 
Brazil.  

“The crop year in Brazil 
witnessed favorable plant-
ing and a continuation of 
excellent growing con-
ditions as we move into 
December,” he says. “The 
soybean harvest could 
begin as soon as January. 
While the actual crop 
size will not be known for 
several months in South 
America, current weather 
conditions point to a large 
Brazilian crop with some 
Brazilian observers placing 
this year’s crop production 
near 4.78 billion bushels, 
almost 350 million bushels 
above the current USDA 
forecast.” 

An increase in the 
USDA forecast of Brazil-
ian production levels ap-
pears probable for 2019. 
Argentine production 
projections sit at 2.04 bil-
lion bushels, up from last 
year’s drought-plagued 
production level of 1.39 
billion bushels. Overall, 
the prospects of a large 
South American soybean 
crop look good on top of 
the excellent U.S. crop in 
2018, Hubbs adds. 

Estimates for Brazilian 
soybean exports in 2018-
19 sit at 2.82 billion bush-
els, up 30 million bushels 
from last marketing year. 
Additional increases to 
Brazilian exports look like-
ly in the near term. From 
September to October, 
Brazilian soybean exports 
came in near 552 million 
bushels, up 225 million 
bushels over the same 
period last year. Over 90 

GETTING ORGANIZED LESSENS THE WORK

Photo courtesy of Five Feline Farm

As the new year looms, gardeners are finding late holiday presents in their mailboxes — the 2019 seed catalogs. Although it’s 
winter, there’s plenty of things to do to prepare for spring and summer.

The garden calls in winter

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Those East Central Illinois residents 
who love to work in the dirt can get a 
bit depressed and stir crazy in winter. 

Looking out at the brown fields — 
or at the horses rolling around in the 
mud pasture — it’s difficult to remem-
ber the abundance — and heat, sweat 
and weeds — that make up the bulk of 
the summer in the garden. As January 
prepares to arrive — with much cold-
er temperatures next week —the seed 
catalogs are now arriving. Gardeners 
are finding a little bit of excitement to 
start the whole process again. 

Gardeners spend hours pouring 
over the seed catalogs, making lists, 
cross checking them, studying seed-
ing dates and mapping the fields. This 
time of year allows gardeners to learn 
more, become inspired and organize 
their gardens for the upcoming season. 

There’s plenty that can be done in 
January and February to prepare for a 
successful year in the garden.

STUDY AND LEARN
An experienced gardener may al-

ready have a good idea about what 
grows well in our area, as well as what 
has grown well in the past. Chances 
are there’s probably been failures as 
well. 

But if you’re new to gardening, 
don’t worry, someone else has already 
tried — and probably failed — with 
just about every aspect of cultivation. 
That’s the good news. The bad news is 
that it takes a bit of work studying and 
reading to learn what is a sure bet for 
your region, how to best plant, trans-
plant, cultivate and harvest what you 
choose. 

Reputable seed companies usually 
have careful instructions on how to 
grow different seeds. Take the time to 
read how to do it right and there will 
be a much higher rate of success. 

There are countless articles and 
blogs on the Internet now to help in 
the quest for knowledge. Always keep 
in mind the region about which the 
author is writing, as climates can differ 

greatly.
Edgar County is located in USDA 

Zone 6. Check and make sure the 
seeds purchased are recommended for 
the correct zone.

MAP YOUR GARDEN 
This doesn’t have to be a huge proj-

ect. There’s no need to create profes-
sional level blueprints — but have a 
general idea about the space where the 
garden will be located. There are four 
primary necessities for any successful 
garden — light, water, soil and space. 
You need to determine the range of all 
of these so you can choose plants that 
are best suited for that area. 

Measure and draw the garden as 
close to scale as you can. Draw in any 
large fixtures, such as the garage, a 
large tree, a big rock or anything else 
that could potentially cause shade 
during the day. 

Determine which way is east so you 
can mark the map and so you’ll have a 
general understanding of the way the 
sun will move through the day. Deter-
mine the water source and mark that 
on the map as well. Consider the soil 
and what you will do to keep it healthy 
and productive. 

ORDER YOUR SEEDS
After figuring out what to plant and 

where to get it, order the seeds. Always 
order as early as possible to insure the 
seeds are not sold out or back-ordered. 
Potatoes are always notorious for this, 
so order early. 

ORGANIZE YOUR SEEDS
When the boxes of seeds arrive, or-

ganize them. Carefully check to make 
sure the orders are complete. Separate 
the seeds by when they need to be 
started and later transplanted as well 
as those that can be directly sown in 
the garden. Organize the seeds by 
planting date. 

INVENTORY YOUR SUPPLIES
Take the time in the dead of winter 

to inventory all gardening supplies 
making sure everything is ready for 
spring. There’s nothing worse than 
finding something is missing and a 
trip to Rural King or the local garden 
center is needed.  

Give your tools a good wash. Check 
to make sure seed starting soil, seed 
trays, pots or anything else needed to 
start seeds indoors is on hand. 

Special to The Prairie Press

The dead of winter in January and February provide an opportunity to not only se-
lect the seeds and plants to be a part of the 2019 garden, it also allows gardeners 
a chance to plan their gardens. Consideration must be made about light, water, 
soil and space. 

Although January, February 
are looming, there are still
decisions to be made 

See SOYBEANS, Page 8B
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year.  
“Expansion of ethanol im-

ports by numerous smaller 
markets also led to the year-
over-year growth through the 
first two months,” Hubbs says. 
“Exports to China provide a 
minimal contribution to total 
exports thus far this year, but 

warming trade relations create 
the possibility for increased 
ethanol exports moving for-
ward. In 2019, low ethanol 
prices and growing demand 
hold promise to at least meet 
or eclipse last year’s total.” 

Thus far, grain crushing for 
fuel alcohol totals are avail-
able through October from 
the USDA Grain Crushing 
and Co-Products Production 

report this marketing year. 
For the first two months, 
corn use for ethanol came in 
at 907.6 million bushels of 
corn, down 0.9 percent from 
2017 crush numbers. Using 
EIA weekly ethanol produc-
tion data through the end of 
November, production levels 
place corn use for ethanol 
production in a range of 455 
to 465 million bushels for the 
month if corn use maintains 
the pace attained during the 
first two months of the mar-
keting year. With a conser-
vative estimate of corn crush 
in November, total corn con-
sumption for ethanol produc-
tion through the first quarter 
of the marketing year comes 
in slightly below last year’s 

1.39 billion bushels. 
The USDA’s reduction of 

corn use for ethanol by 50 
million bushels in the De-
cember WASDE report re-
flects the pace of consump-
tion thus far this marketing 
year. “Lower gasoline prices 
leading to higher domestic 
gasoline consumption may 
provide support for increased 
corn usage for ethanol pro-
duction in 2019. 

Additionally, the continued 
expansion of ethanol exports 
appears promising with the low 
ethanol prices currently in place. 
Corn use from ethanol produc-
tion 20 to 30 million bushels 
larger than current WASDE 
forecast levels is possible this 
marketing year,” Hubbs says. 

GUEBERT
FROM PAGE 7B

counts; the GIPSA move be-
came a done deal on Nov. 29 
when USDA issued the final 
rule on it. And, yes, the Farmer 
Fair Practices Rules—known 
for years as the GIPSA Rule—
is a goner, too.

The GIPSA rule, however, 
has been a goner for a while. It 
was effectively dead the instant 
the Trump Administration was 
sworn in. Perdue just ordered 
the bureaucratic moves to 
officially kill it.

And with it, Mitchell says, 
went an important tool for 
farmers and ranchers to 
challenge Big Ag’s power in 
today’s heavily concentrated 
and integrated markets. “The 

SOYBEANS
FROM PAGE 7B

percent of this total went to 
China. On top of the Chi-
nese tariffs on U.S. soybeans, 
reports indicate an uptick in 
buying of Brazilian soybeans 
scheduled for shipment after 
March 2019 to non-China 
sources. 

Soybean prices in post-
March months in Brazil fell 
below U.S. prices when taking 
into account freight and pro-
tein quality. Plentiful Brazil-
ian supplies and lower prices 
increase competitiveness for 
U.S. exports in 2019. The 
forecast for Argentine exports 
in 2018-19 sits at 294 million 
bushels, up 216 million bush-
els from the last marketing 
year. “South American com-
petition for the soybean ex-
port market looks to be quite 
robust this year under the 
current trade environment,” 
Hubbs says. 

The 1.9 billion bushel fore-
cast for U.S. soybean exports 
during the marketing year 
reflects the loss of the Chi-
nese market. Census data 
on U.S. soybean exports to 
China in the 2016-17 and 
2017-18 marketing years in-
dicated 1.327 billion bushels 
and 1.036 billion bushels 
respectively. Current U.S. 
Census Bureau trade data 
for soybeans is only available 
through October but shows 
a mere 12.4 million bushels 
of exports to China, down 
354 million bushels from the 
same period last year. 

“U.S. soybean exports 
typically exhibit a pattern of 
strong export levels in the first 
half of the marketing year and 
then dissipation through the 
second half of the marketing 
year as South American pro-
duction becomes available 
to the world market,” Hubbs 
explains. “A somewhat muted 
version of this pattern looks 
probable this marketing year. 

While Chinese exports con-
tinue to show weakness, U.S. 
exports benefitted from the 
large share of Brazilian soy-
beans taken by China.” The 
EU, Egypt, Argentina, and 
Pakistan registered a notice-
able increase in U.S. imports 
through October. Census 
Bureau exports, through Oc-
tober, sit at 325 million bush-
els, down 37 percent from last 
marketing year. 

As of the Nov. 29 export 
sales report, accumulated 
exports through 13 weeks of 
the marketing year are 484 
million bushels. Outstanding 
sales over the same period 
came in at 403 million bush-
els. Current sales and exports 
place total commitments of 
soybean exports at 887 mil-
lion bushels. 

As a percent of the WAS-
DE forecast level of 1.9 billion 
bushels, total commitments 
sit at 47 percent of the mar-
keting-year total. Total com-
mitments of soybean exports 
as a percent of the WASDE 
forecast level at this point in 
the marketing year ranged 
from 64 to 84 percent over 
the last five marketing years. 
The current pace places this 
year’s export level well below 
average. 

“Uncertainty remains re-
garding the number of soy-
beans China may buy from 
the U.S. in the near term. 
A 90-day extension to the 
possible implementation of 
additional tariffs by the U.S. 
on Chinese goods leaves a 
narrow window for buying 
and shipping of soybeans to 
China,” Hubbs says. “Addi-
tionally, Chinese importers of 
U.S. soybeans would assume a 
substantial amount of risk un-
der the present environment. 
The continuation of current 
trade patterns for soybeans 
appears probable at this time 
with considerable competi-
tion from South America as 
we move into 2019.” 

GIPSA Rule was a way 
for an individual farmer 
or a group of farmers to 
be afforded protection 
against damages caused by 
anticompetitive behavior,” 
he explains.

What it wasn’t, though, 
was an antitrust rule that 
gave GIPSA power to take 
action against ag players. 
“Antitrust is what the 
Justice Department does; 
GIPSA does anti-compe-
tition,” explains its former 
administrator.

Anti-competition might, 
“be small potatoes,” next to 
antitrust, relates Mitchell, 
“but with enough potatoes, 
you can still make a lot of 
fries.”

Hopefully, that’s what the 
repositioned GIPSA will be 
able to do better than when 
it was a standalone organi-
zation, suggests Mitchell.

“The GIPSA Rule is dead 
but GIPSA and its mission 
are still very much alive,” 
he adds.

(Alan Guebert is an 
award-winning agricultural 
journalist and expert who 
was raised on an 720-acre, 
100-cow southern Illinois 
dairy farm. Email him at 
agcomm@farmandfoodfile.
com.)

WELCOME 
HOME

Real estate listings
& more! 

Pick up your copy  
at local businesses  

and the Paris Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Tourism

Farm bill history detailed 
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — Just as a new 
farm bill sailed its way through 
the U.S. Senate and House 
earlier this month, a newly re-
leased book by a University of 
Illinois law and policy expert 
explores the 100-year history 
of the farm bill, tracing the po-
litical evolution of American 
farm and food legislation. 

In “The Fault Lines of Farm 
Policy,” published by Univer-
sity of Nebraska Press, author 
Jonathan Coppess, clinical 
assistant professor in the De-
partment of Agricultural and 
Consumer Economics, offers 
a narrative history of how the 
very first farm bill came to-
gether, what led to the need 
for such a bill throughout the 
1920s, and the political jour-
ney our country has been on 
since the first farm bill was 
passed in 1933. He also high-
lights lessons from how past 
bills have come together in a 
changing society over the years 
and how those lessons can help 
inform future farm bills. 

Coppess has spent much 
of his career working on farm 
bills, starting with the 2008 
bill when he worked in the U.S. 
Senate. For more than eight 
years in Washington D.C., he 
worked on policies and legis-
lation, negotiating provisions 
and eventually implementing a 
farm bill with the USDA Farm 
Service Agency. 

“While working on the Hill 
on the last farm bill in 2014, a 
lot of questions started com-
ing up for me. You might get 
in a fight over a policy, and 
then you question why a 
group even wanted what they 

wanted in the bill. Of course, 
there’s always the issue about 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program [SNAP] 
and why food assistance is in 
the bill. So I started to do some 
digging into some of these 
questions,” Coppess says. 

When Coppess began 
teaching a class on the farm bill 
in 2015 in the College of Agri-
cultural, Consumer and Envi-
ronmental Sciences at U of I, 
he started pulling that research 
together in order to present 
some of the information in his 
class.  

Coppess says the book pro-
vides an even greater look at 
how Congress gets legislation 
passed, in general, in a partisan 
society. 

“The book really goes 
through the legislative history 
of all farm bills, and if you think 
about how policies are put to-
gether, it could almost be one 
big case study of how Congress 
works. This current farm bill 
will be the 23rd time we have 
written a farm bill and pushed 
it through Congress — at least 
one that is somewhat omnibus, 
somewhat comprehensive — 
over the last 85 years. There’s 
a lot of history and policymak-
ing that goes into it. I hope it 
has some value for that.” 

For that, Coppess says he 
can see interest in the book 
both from farmers and from 
those working on policy in 
Washington D.C. 

“Because of the way the farm 
bill has been put together over 
time, it’s really a window into 
Congress and government. 
When you step back, you see, 
historically, how regional in-
terests came into play. For ex-

ample, maybe the South and 
the Midwest had to agree to 
something, and they fought to 
a stalemate on an issue. And 
then all of the sudden the ur-
ban interests get involved. See-
ing that form out over time is 
when it hit me, the amount of 
perspective this history pro-
vides on Congressional proce-
dure and process. 

Coppess has described the 
farm bill as a food security bill 
authorizing a variety of pro-
grams supporting farmers, 
conserving natural resources, 
helping rural communities, in-
vesting in agricultural and food 
research and helping lower-in-
come families put food on the 
table through food-assistance 
programs like SNAP. 

The intersection of where 
each of those pieces must 
come together in order to get 
the bill passed every five years 
is the origin of the book’s title: 
fault lines, as Coppess calls it. 
He highlights the importance 
of coalitions and the intrica-
cies of how, often, competing 
interests must come together 
to keep a bill moving forward.  

“It feels like a fairly stan-
dard metaphor that we use in 
political discussions, but one 
of the things I found over and 
over going through this, is that 
part of the process to pass a 
bill is needing enough votes 
to get through the House and 
the Senate and on to the pres-
ident. To do this, you need a 
coalition. We know that corn, 
cotton, and wheat [interests] 
came together in the 1920s 
and started trying to come up 
with ways to help their farmers.  

“You can see points of time 
in history — the 1950s and 

1960s—when they were fight-
ing and tearing each other 
apart, the bills get more and 
more difficult.” Coppess noted.

While the starting point of 
the farm bill is in 1933 with 
FDR’s New Deal and the Great 
Depression, Coppess’ book 
looks back at the period before 
and after World War I. 

As the war ended and pric-
es collapsed, the country hit a 
farm depression lasting most 
of the 1920s before the Great 
Depression. 

“It’s at that point that you 
start to see these regional in-
terests — starting with wheat, 
then corn and cotton — come 
together and they could not get 
a bill together. They had four or 
five attempts at running legisla-
tion in the 1920s that either 
lost in Congress or was vetoed 
by the president. And then it 
was the Great Depression that 
got it all through. So it’s over a 
hundred years, the history of 
this bill,” Coppess explained.

What does a historical look 
back at farm policy have to say 
about the new bill just passed? 

“Looking back really raises 
questions as we look ahead,” 
Coppess says. “What do we 
take from history in order to 
think about what may be com-
ing up or what some of these 
policy debates may look like? I 
don’t have those answers, but 
there is food for thought in that. 
We are coming into multiple 
years of lower food prices, as we 
saw in the 1980s, so what went 
on then? This partisan fight over 
SNAP? What have we seen in 
the past and how has this bill 
survived various attempts to 
end it? It has survived a lot of 
that, so how does it continue? 
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Across

1. Bull markets
4. Pillow covers
9. High school formal dance
13. ___ juice (milk)
14. Type of poem, e.g. ode
15. Allotment
16. Public place in ancient Greece 
for athletes
18. Small coins of ancient Greece
19. Centers
20. Highest heaven
22. Slow-witted person (British)
23. Marienbad, for one
24. “___ Maria”
25. “For ___ a jolly ...” (contraction)
26. 007, for one
28. Head newspaperman
31. Crumbs
33. Diacritic mark over German 
vowels
36. Enthralling novel or play
40. Big test
41. Convene
44. Casual eatery
47. “___ rang?”
50. “Tarzan” extra
51. Charlotte-to-Raleigh dir.
52. The “p” in m.p.g.
55. Leader born in Georgia, Russia
57. Improbable story (2 wds)
60. Medieval surcoat
61. Iron/nickel/carbon alloy used in 
watches
62. Anesthetized
65. Industrious
66. Complain
67. Armageddon
68. European language
69. Cat calls
70. Undertake, with “out

Down

1. Person in a mask, baseball

2. One who hunts illegally on another’s 
property
3. Musicians who perform individually
4. Makes smooth and glossy
5. European mint used in perfume
6. “A jealous mistress”: Emerson
7. Entangles
8. Little rascal
9. Dock
10. Echo
11. Printed sheet of paper folded three times
12. Nastier
15. Carry on
17. Parenthesis, essentially
21. Song of joy
22. Even if, briefly
27. Christmas season
29. Clinker
30. Any thing
32. Advance, slangily
34. “Dilbert” cartoonist Scott Adams has 
one: Abbr.

35. Easter flower
37. “To ___ is human ...”
38. Drug to treat Parkinson’s 
disease (hyphenated)
39. Understands clearly
42. Lacking vigor
43. Big ___ Conference
44. Happen to
45. Comparatively cockamamie
46. Individuals
48. Bony
49. 180’s (hyphenated)
53. Mournful poem
54. Back in
56. “Gimme ___!” (start of an 
Iowa State cheer) (2 wds)
58. Put on board, as cargo
59. “Don’t give up!”
63. “___ do you do?”
64. “Silent Spring” subject 
(abbrev.)

CROSSWORD

Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Humans first left Africa 2 
million years ago and created 
technologies to survive 
and improve their lives, but 
technology comes with a risk. 
Learning flint knapping to 
make spear points for hunting, 
also created weapons of war. 
The same is true of burning 
fossil fuel or learning to con-
trol nuclear reactions.

We rise to challenges. It was 
50 years ago we first orbited 
man around the moon and 
back. In 2004, NASA landed 
two rovers on Mars. It was 

estimated the rovers could 
move around collecting data 
for five years. 

Using solar panels, one 
named Opportunity has been 
sending data for 14 years. Each 
time it ran into a problem it 
was reprogrammed to over-
come. Using human ingenuity, 
the scientists kept the exper-
iment alive. They have been 
working to revive it after a 
summer of global dust storms 
on Mars. No response yet, 
but they plan to try again in 
January when the solar panels 
have a chance to recharge.

The U.S. landed an explorer 
called InSight in November. 

InSight is designed to stay in 
place and monitor seismic 
activity. It will drive a probe 15 
feet into the rocky surface then 
setup instruments to map the 
interior of Mars. 

Not everyone agrees it’s 
worth the risk of sending 
humans to Mars, but it will 
happen. It will be sooner than 
most expect since a number of 
nations have plans for human 
missions to Mars. NASA 
hopes to do a manned fly 
around and return in 2030. 
Both China and Russia have 
manned mission plans for 
2040-2060.

Like the great ocean 

explorations of the 1500s, the 
romance and the potential 
for economic domination are 
driving the private sector. Elon 
Musk announced a goal to 
send supply missions to Mars 
in 2022 and a manned landing 
in 2024. 

With Martian water reserves 
confirmed in 2018 several 
problems were solved. SpaceX 
is now designing habitats and 
methods to produce fuel. 
The company is also working 
on new rocket engines to 
use these mixes and provide 
a launching site for further 
exploration. We are curious 
creatures.

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

Four man-made objects 
have traveled outside the core 
solar system. In 1977, Voyager 
1 and Voyager 2 launched. 
The more ambitious Voyager 
2 flew past Jupiter, Saturn, Ura-
nus and Neptune using gravity 
assist and is now 120 times 
farther out than the Earth. 

Voyager 2 left the protective 
bubble of the heliosphere on 
Nov 5. The heliosphere is the 
region created by the solar 
gases as a shield. No longer 
protected by the solar wind 
Voyager 2 is exposed directly 
to cosmic radiation. Radio 
transmissions take 16 hours to 
arrive back on Earth but the 
spacecraft is still sending. With 
five working detectors, we are 
learning what it’s like outside 
the sun’s protection.

Voyager missions each 
carry a golden-record, which is 
literally a message in a bottle. 
The record is a time capsule 
containing images of a human 
man and woman along with 
maps showing the Earth’s 
location in the galaxy. There 
are samples of music, art and 

sounds of Earth. A time cap-
sule is a means to connect with 
the future. It has infinitesimal 
odds of ever being found, 
but even trying speaks to our 
optimistic nature.

The record contains a 
message from President 
Jimmy Carter, “We cast this 
message into the cosmos ... 
[if] intercept[ed] ..., here is 
our message: This is a present 
from a small distant world, 
a token of our sounds, our 
science, our images, our music, 
our thoughts, and our feelings. 
We are attempting to survive 
.... We hope someday, having 
solved the problems we face, 
to join a community of galactic 
civilizations. This record 
represents our hope and our 
determination and our good-
will …”

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology 
and curriculum director for the 
Shiloh School District. Email 
him at sullivant@shiloh1.us) 

cornbread is an acquired taste 
— at least for me — but I’m 
sharing the skillet cornbread 
recipe we used. This is a 
very forgiving recipe and an 
excellent one to play with. Try 
stirring in 1/2 cup jalapeños 
and cheddar for a spicy version 
or throw in some kernels as I 
suggested earlier.

There are several different 
thoughts on why black-eyed 
peas have come to symbolize 
good luck. In America, the 
prevailing folklore dates back 
to the Civil War era, when 
black–eyed peas — also 
known as field peas — were 
used to feed grazing cattle. 
During the Siege of Vicks-
burg, Miss., in the late spring 
of 1863, the town was cut off 
from all food supplies for near-
ly two months. The people 
were close to starvation and 
resorted to eating the crops 

previously reserved for feeding 
their livestock. If it weren’t 
for the lowly “cowpeas” — as 
they’re also known — many 
people wouldn’t have survived.  

Black-eyed peas are the 
basis for Hoppin’ John, also a 
traditional New Year’s dinner 
in the South. This recipe calls 
for a ham hock but chopped 
smoked ham works just as well.

Finally, if you want to 
make it easy on yourself, I 
recommend this black-eyed 
pea cornbread casserole that 
requires only 10 minutes 
preparation and is ready to 
serve after 1 hour in the oven. 
It’s perfect if you don’t want 
to miss any of the parades or 
football games on New Year’s 
Day.

Why not start a tradition 
this New Year’s Day? It will be 
something your children can 
pass on to their children.

(Nancy Zeman is the publish-
er of The Prairie Press. Email her 
at nzeman@prairiepress.net.)

COOKING
FROM PAGE 1B

HOPPIN’ JOHN

1 bag (1 lb) dried black-eyed 
peas, soaked overnight and 
rinsed 

1 tablespoon vegetable oil 
1 medium onion, chopped 
2 stalks celery, chopped 
3 cloves garlic, minced 
1 smoked ham hock or 1 cup 

chopped smoked ham 
1 carton (32 oz) chicken 

broth (4 cups) 
1 can (10 to 14.5 oz) diced 

tomatoes with green chiles, 
undrained 

1 dried bay leaf 
Salt to taste 
6 cups hot cooked white 

rice

Sort and rinse peas. Soak 
peas in enough water to cover 
at least 8 hours or overnight. 

Drain and rinse soaked 
peas; set aside. In 4- to 6-quart 

Dutch oven, heat oil over medi-
um heat. Add onion and celery; 
sauté about 5 minutes or 
until onion is translucent. Add 
garlic; sauté about 2 minutes 
or until fragrant. 

Add ham hock, broth, toma-
toes and bay leaf. Heat to boil-
ing. Reduce heat to simmer; 
stir in soaked peas. Add salt to 
taste. Cook 50 to 60 minutes 
or until peas are tender. 

Remove and discard bay 
leaf. Remove ham hock. Re-
move ham from bone; discard 
bone. Shred ham; return to 
Dutch oven and stir. Serve over 
hot cooked rice. 

UK honors cave rescue divers
LONDON (AP) — Brit-

ish divers who rescued young 
soccer players trapped in a 
flooded cave in Thailand are 
among those being recog-
nized in Britain's New Year's 
Honors List. 

Divers Joshua Bratchley, 
Lance Corporal Connor Roe 
and Vernon Unsworth will be 
made Members of the Order 
of the British Empire for their 
roles in the risky Thai cave res-
cue last summer.

Four other British cave div-
ers will receive civilian gallant-
ry awards for their roles in the 
thrilling rescue of 12 boys and 
their coach, who were trapped 
in the cave for more than two 
weeks.

Richard Stanton and John 
Volanthen, the first to reach 

the stranded children and 
their coach, have been award-
ed the George Medal, while 
Christopher Jewell and Ja-
son Mallinson received the 
Queen’s Gallantry Medal.

The list released Friday 
also named 43 people who 
responded quickly to the ex-
tremist attacks in Manchester 
and London in 2017.

The honors process starts 
with nominations from the 
public, which are winnowed 
down by committees and sent 
to the prime minister before 
the various honors are be-
stowed by Queen Elizabeth II 
or senior royals next year. 

The 92-year-old monarch 
has increasingly called on her 
children and grandchildren to 
hand out the coveted awards.



Office space for rent
208 East Jasper St., Paris, IL
Stop by weekdays 8-5 or phone 
217/465-8562.

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Odd Jobs Mary
House cleaning
Organizing
Windows
Minor Landscaping
Serving Paris & the surrounding 
area.
(217) 508-2004

REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED
Run Midwest only. Van & flatbed.  
Avg $0.50 per mile.  Can be 
home 2-3 nights per week & 
weekends.  1 yr exp required. 
Class A CDL. 217-712-0429

Now Hiring! Precision Collision 
is seeking qualified individuals 
to join our team!
-Competitive pay
-Family Atmosphere
-Must be 18 to apply
-Valid Driver’s License Required
Positions available: Detailer & 
Estimator/Salesperson
Experience required for 
our estimator/salesperson 
position. Open interview’s every 
Wednesday from 9 am-12 pm

Part-time Carwash attendant 
needed.  Customer service 
experience a plus.  
Apply anytime online at www.
dirtbustercarwash.com or pick 
up an application at the wash. 
Dirtbuster Carwash 303 East 
Jasper Street in Paris.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Gun Auction 900+ Firearms 
Tuesday, Jan. 1st- 9am 
2601 Lake Land Blvd, 
Mattoon, Il 
Preview:  Mon., Dec. 31st 5-8pm 
Hand Guns, Rifles, Shotguns, 
MORE! 
(217) 259-5956 
www.bauerauction.com

HOUSE FOR RENT
Smaller 2 bedrm house in Paris
stove, refrig, W/D hookup, 
trash included, $525 mo plus 
deposit
References Required 
217-251-5721

House for Sale
in Kansas, Illinois
$29,000 OBO
Call 765-481-5506

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

2 Rooms upstairs. 
All appliances, including W/D. 
$300.00 per month, half utilities.  
Wi-fi & Direct TV available. 
Pets welcome. 
Call (217)712-1223

Freshly renovated
1 and 2 BR apts.  
Water & trash included.  
Great location!  
No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep 
Central air. 
217 466 8210

FOR RENT: Adult housing in 
Chrisman.
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, 
stove, refrig., washer & dryer 
furnished
water & trash pick up furnished
Call 217-269-2328 or 269-2548

2 Bedroom Apartment.  
Large Living Room.  
Eat In Kitchen with 
stainless appliances.  
Off Street Parking.  
$530/month.  $530 Deposit.  
1 year lease.  
No Smoking.  
No Pets.
Call 217-251-6290

Apartment for Rent
2 bedroom apartment
 for rent in Chrisman.
$450.00 per month plus deposit
Call 217-597-4144

Tires For Sale
235 60R 17
235 60R 17 on Rim
217-465-8302

TOP CASH PAID! 
FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES! 
1900-1979. 
DEAD OR ALIVE! 
920-371-0494

NEED LEGAL HELP? 
Get a FREE referral to an 
attorney! Call the Illinois State 
Bar Association Illinois Lawyer 
Finder The advice you need
 877-270-3855 or 
htps:/www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 
cylinders or cases of cans. 
(312) 291-9169; 
www.refrigerantfinders.com

Paris Main Street Emporium
Over 5,000 sq ft of Antiques, 
Collectibles, Furniture, Jewelry, 
Clothing and a whole lot 
more!!
New Vendors Welcome!!
Come see us at 130 North Main
Paris, IL 61944
On the town square
Corner of Main & Wood
or call new owner Tracy Heiser at 
217-463-2992.
PLUS - we buy gold, silver, coins 
& vintage items!
Open Tues-Fri, 10am-4pm
and Saturday 10am-2pm

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OF ILLINOIS    EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
ELEANOR E. BELT,
Deceased.

No. 2018 P 65

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
ELEANOR E. BELT.  Letters of 
Office were issued on December 
7, 2018, to DAVID E. BELT, 2458 E. 
Hillcrest Road, Casey, IL 62420 
as Independent Executor, whose 
Attorney is S. Craig Smith, Asher 
& Smith, 1119 N. Main Street, P.O. 
Box 340, Paris, IL 61944.

Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 

of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the representative, or 
both, on or before June 22, 2019 
(at least six months from the date 
of the first publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten 
days after it has been filed.

Dated this 11th day of December, 
2018.

DAVID E. BELT
Representative
Craig Smith
Asher & Smith
1119 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 340
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217/465-6444

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY - IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
FRIEDA MARTIN,
Deceased.

No. 2018-P-64

CLAIMS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE TO HEIRS

Notice is given of the death 
of FRIEDA MARTIN, of Paris, 
Illinois, who died on October 
22, 2018.  Letters of Office as 
Independent Executor were 
issued on December 6, 2018 to 
CAROLE ANNE CHEATHAM, 7 
Woodmere Drive, Paris, Illinoi 
61944 and JEANNETTE ANNIS, 
712 East Wood, Apt. A, Paris, 
Illinois 61944, whose attorney is 
E. Robert Anderson of Anderson 
Law Offices, 1204 North Main 
Street, P.O. Box 10, Paris, Illinois 
61944.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at Paris, Edgar 
County, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before June 17, 2019, and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the Executor and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Notice is also given to JEFF 
WILLIAMS and JEANNETTE 
ANDERSON DUFFY and any 
UNKNOWN HEIRS of FRIEDA 
MARTIN, whose addresses are 
unknown, of the death of FRIEDA 
MARTIN.  An order was entered 
by the Court on December 
6, 2019, admitting the Will of 
FRIEDA MARTIN, dated August 
15, 2018, to probate and appoint-
ing CAROLE ANNE CHEATHAM 
and JEANNETTE ANNIS, as 
Independent Co-Executors.  
Within forty-two days after the 
date of the original order of 
admitting the Will to probate any 
heir or legatee may file a petition 
with the Court to require proof of 
the Will by testimony of the wit-
nesses to the Will in open Court 
or other evidence, as provided 
in Section 6-21 of the Probate 
Act.  You also have the right 
under Section 8-1 of the Probate 
Act to contest the validity of the 
Will by filing a petition with the 
Court within six months after 
admission of the Will to probate. 

Carole Anne Cheatham and 
Jeannette Annis
Independent Co-Executors
Anderson Law Offices
ARDC #6190439
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
kalaw@frontier.com 
(217) 465-3535

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF ILLINOIS  EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,

vs.

THE HEIRS AND LEGATEES AT 
LAW OF KAREN SUE DEVERS, 
DECEASED, ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
and UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.
Defendants.

No. 2018-MR-86

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 
AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 

BUILDINGS

Notice is hereby given to THE 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES  AT 
LAW OF KAREN SUE  DEVERS,  
DECEASED,  ILLINOIS  HOUSING  
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY that  
a  Complaint  has  been  filed in  
the  above  entitled  cause  on  
December  11,  2018 requesting 
abatement of nuisance, dem-
olition of unsafe buildings, and 

other relief.

(i) The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above. (ii) The Court in which 
said action was brought is identi-
fied above.

(iii)     The name of the title holder 
of record is THE HEIRS AND 
LEGATEES  AT LAW OF KAREN 
SUE DEVERS, DECEASED .

(iv) The legal description of the 
property is:

A part of Out Lot No. 53 to the 
City of Paris described as begin-
ning at a point on the North line 
of Union Street in said City 1055 
feet 4 inches West of the East line 
of Section 1 in

Township  13 North  and  in Range  
12 West  of the 2”d P.M., thence 
West 50 feet, thence North to the 
South line of the right of way of 
the C.C.C. & St. L.R.R. Co.,  thence 
Northeasterly along said line to a 
point due North  of the beginning  
point, thence South to the place 
of beginning.

PREIN:  09-18-01-228-004

(v)   Common address of subject 
real estate is: 331 East Union 
Street, Paris, IL.

THE   HEIRS   AND   LEGATEES   AT  
LAW  OF   KAREN SUE   DEVERS. 
DECEASED, ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
and NONRECORD CLAIMANTS  
are served by publication  of 
this  Notice.  Unless  THE HEIRS  
AND LEGATEES   AT   LAW   
OF   KAREN   SUE   DEVERS, 
DECEASED, ILLINOIS  HOUSING  
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
UNKNOWN  OWNERS  and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS  file 
an answer to the Complaint  in 
this case or otherwise make an 
appearance in this case on or 
before January 18, 2019, a default 
judgment may be entered  against  
such  THE  HEIRS AND  LEGATEES   
AT  LAW  OF  KAREN  SUE DEVERS, 
DECEASED, ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS  and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS  at any 
time after that day in accordance 
with the remedies requested in 
the complaint.

ANGELA R. BARRETT
CIRCUIT CLERK
FRUIN &KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email: service@fgklaw.net

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF ILLINOIS  EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,

vs.

DENNIS MICHAEL GARNER, 
JOSEPH E. MEYER & 
ASSOCIATES, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS.
Defendants.

No. 2018-MR-87

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS

Notice is hereby given to DENNIS 
MICHAEL GARNER  and JOSEPH 
E. MEYER & ASSOCIATES that 
a Complaint has been filed in 
the above entitled cause on 
December 11, 2018 requesting 
abatement of nuisance, dem-
olition of unsafe buildings, and 
other relief. 

(i) The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above.

(ii) The Court in which said action 

was brought is identified above.

(iii) The name of the title holder 
of record is DENNIS MICHAEL  
GARNER.

(iv) The legal description of the 
property is:

Lot No. 103 in W. S. O’Hair’s  
Addition to the City of Paris
PREIN:09-lS-12-252-002

(v)  Common address of subject 
real estate is: 304 East Van Buren 
Street, Paris, IL.

DENNIS MICHAEL GARNER,  
JOSEPH E. MEYER & 
ASSOCIATES, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS  are served by 
publication of this Notice.     
Unless DENNIS MICHAEL  
GARNER,  JOSEPH  E. MEYER  
& ASSOCIATES,  UNKNOWN  
OWNERS   and  NONRECORD  
CLAIMANTS   file  an answer to 
the Complaint in this case or 
otherwise make an appearance 
in this case on or before January 
18, 2019, a default judgment may 
be entered against such DENNIS 
MICHAEL GARNER, JOSEPH 
E. MEYER & ASSOCIATES, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and  
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS  at  
any  time  after  that  day  in  
accordance  with  the remedies 
requested in the Complaint. 

FRUIN&KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email:  service@fgklaw.net

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on December 11, 2018 a certifi-
cate was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:

HORNBROOK WELDING
Located at 1707 S. Jefferson, 
Paris, IL 61944
Owner(s): Larry Hornbrook and 
Margaret Hornbrook
Dated: December 11, 2018

August H. Gfiffin
Edgar County Clerk

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on December 7, 2018 a certificate 
was file din the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:
JOSEPH SCHMITT & STEPHANIE 
SCHMITT d/b/a SCHMITT 
FAMILY TREE FARM
Located at: 15010 E 700th Rd, 
Paris, IL 61944
Owner(s): Joseph H. Schmitt & 
Stephanie A. Schmitt
Dated: December 7, 2018
August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

SHERI L. HACKETT,
Plaintiff,  

vs

HAROLD D. BRANSON, JERRY D.
BRANSON, BRENDA K.
BRANSON, LORI A. NEBERGALL,
JERROD L. BRANSON, DIANE
BRANSON, HILARY BRANSON
LINDA ROSE MULLENIX 
Defendants.
Case No.  2018-CH-20

NOTICE OF SALE 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, that pursuant to an Order 

entered by the Circuit Court for 
the Fifth Judicial Circuit, Edgar 
County, Illinois in the above 
entitled matter on November 26, 
2018, the Sheriff of Edgar County, 
in Paris, Illinois will on January 
16, 2019, at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, 115 W. Court Street, 
Paris, Illinois, at the hour of  10:00 
a.m. sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described 
real estate mentioned in said 
Order, situated in the County of 
Edgar, State of Illinois.

Legal Description of the 
Premises:

LOTS NOS. 141 AND 142 IN W. E. 
O’HAIR’S ADDITION TO THE CITY 
OF PARIS.  IN EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.

PREIN:  09-18-12-257-009

Common Address:    404 East 
Jackson, Paris, IL 61944

Description of improvements:  
residence

Sale terms:  This is an As Is sale 
for cash.  The successful bidder 
must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; the balance by 
certified funds within 24 hours.  
NO REFUNDS.

The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 
mowing fees, etc., and is offered 
for sale without any representa-
tion as to quality or quantity of 
title without recourse to Plaintiff.  
The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the Court.

Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.  The 
property will not be available 
for inspection prior to sale.  
Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to 
verify all information.

For Information: Richard L. 
James, Attorney at Law, 328 
North Central, P O Box 820, Paris, 
IL 61944  

Further information than that 
given here in this notice of sale is 
not required to be given. 

Richard James
ARDC # 1323156
328 N. Central Avenue 
P O Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982
rlj@rjameslaw.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property currently 
stored in space #65 of Craig’s 
Warehouse Inc. located at 1103 
Cherry Pt. St. Paris, Il. 61944 
rented to Amanda Hood shall 
be sold or otherwise disposed 
of pursuant to the Self Storage 
Facility Act on 1-5-19 at 10:00 IL 
time, at the above location.
Craig’s Warehouse Inc.
By: Debbie Lowe

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property currently 
stored in space #6 & #12 of 
Craig’s Warehouse Inc. located 
at 1103 Cherry Pt. St. Paris, Il. 
61944 rented to Ivan Inman shall 
be sold or otherwise disposed 
of pursuant to the Self Storage 
Facility Act on 1-5-19 at 10:00 IL 
time, at the above location.
Craig’s Warehouse Inc.
By: Debbie Lowe

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Village of Metcalf

6:45 p.m., January 14, 2018, 
Metcalf Village Hall

A public meeting will take place 
on Monday, January 14th at 6:45 
pm at Metcalf Village Hall, 316 

SATURDAY,  
DECEMBER 29, 2018 11B

TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

AUCTION*AUCTION*AUCTION*

LIVE & ONLINE SIMULCAST -  
BIDDING AVAILABLE!

Click “Online Bidding” @calliebaberauction.com 
to browse & bid!

Start 2019 with great bargins!

Sunday, January 6th @ noon IL time
Mick Armstrong Moving & Consignment Sale!

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach 7,225 homes 
and businesses in Edgar County twice (two weeks in a row), three 
heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale 
checklist, sales record form.  All for $1000!!!! 



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2018  |  11BLEGAL ADVERTISING

West Central, Metcalf, IL

For the purpose of providing 
general information to the 
public regarding the proposed 
Community Facilities Grant for a 
Truck and Snow Plow application.
  The public is invited to attend 
and comment on such issues as 
economic and environmental 
impacts, service area, alterna-
tives to the project or any other 
pertinent issues. 
BY: Village of Metcalf

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150023

TO: JEFFREY MYERS, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(9). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 08-16-26-140-010, Brief 
Legal Description:  LOTS 18 & 19 
WN BROWNS HEIRS 1ST ADD, 
Certificate Number: 150023. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150031

TO: PROSPECT BANK TRUSTEE 
FOR TRUST 455C-3887, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(10). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-13-36-100-025, Brief 
Legal Description:  S36 T14 R12 PT 
SW NE NW. , Certificate Number: 
150031. Said Property was sold 
on 10/27/2016 for Delinquent 
Real Estate Taxes and/or Special 
Assessments for the year 2015.  
The period of redemption will 
expire on 5/28/2019. On June 13, 
2019 @ 1:30 PM the Petitioner will 
make application to such Court 
in said County for an Order for 
Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150050

TO: DELORES LEE WHALEN, 

ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
Persons in Occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties in-
terested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on the 
property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(11). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-01-208-003, Brief 
Legal Description:  S1 T13 R12 E 
60’ LOT 8 SAMUEL CONNELLYS 
ADD., Certificate Number: 
150050. Said Property was sold 
on 10/27/2016 for Delinquent 
Real Estate Taxes and/or Special 
Assessments for the year 2015.  
The period of redemption will 
expire on 5/28/2019. On June 13, 
2019 @ 1:30 PM the Petitioner will 
make application to such Court 
in said County for an Order for 
Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150066

TO: JAY W HISSEM, MICHELLE 
M HISSEM, DISCOVER BANK, 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE LIEN UNIT, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(12). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-02-406-018, 
Brief Legal Description:  S2 T13 
R12 LOT 49 WESTVIEW 2ND ADD , 
Certificate Number: 150066. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150076

TO: TERRI L HURT, DENNY L 
HURT, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(13). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-12-161-005, Brief 
Legal Description:  S12 T13 R12 
LOT 578 & 579 COMM CLUB ADD, 

Certificate Number: 150076. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150077

TO: JOHN J HOLLINGSWORTH, 
Persons in Occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties in-
terested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on the 
property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(15). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-12-176-011, Brief 
Legal Description:  S12-T13-R12 
LOT 429 COMMERCIAL CLUB 
ADD, Certificate Number: 
150077. Said Property was sold 
on 10/27/2016 for Delinquent 
Real Estate Taxes and/or Special 
Assessments for the year 2015.  
The period of redemption will 
expire on 5/28/2019. On June 13, 
2019 @ 1:30 PM the Petitioner will 
make application to such Court 
in said County for an Order for 
Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150079

TO: DENNIS BALLINGER, Persons 
in Occupancy or actual posses-
sion of said property, unknown 
owners or parties interested in 
said land or lots. A Petition for Tax 
Deed on the property described 
below has been filed with the 
Circuit Clerk of EDGAR County, 
IL as Case No. 2016TX1(14). The 
Property is located at:  Permanent 
Index Number: 09-18-12-201-007, 
Brief Legal Description:  S12 T13 
R12 LOT 175 KENWOOD ADD , 
Certificate Number: 150079. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150085

TO: IBUSH MALOVSKI, ILLINOIS 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
LIEN UNIT, ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT 
SECURITY, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(16). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-12-255-008, 
Brief Legal Description:  S12 T13 
R12 W S O’HAIR’S ADD. LOT 154 , 
Certificate Number: 150085. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150087

TO: DEAN E CRAIG, FIRST BANK 
& TRUST N/K/A FIRST MID BANK 
& TRUST, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(19). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-12-308-002, 
Brief Legal Description:  S12 T13 
R12 LOT 659 COMM CLUB ADD , 
Certificate Number: 150087. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150112

TO: JOHN RUND, DORIS RUND, 
PERSONAL FINANCE COMPANY, 
GMAC MORTGAGE, LLC, MERS, 
Persons in Occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties in-
terested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on the 
property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(17). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 15-02-31-326-008, Brief 

Legal Description:  LOT 10 OF 
PETER COCKRELL’S 1ST ADDN & 
LOTS 11 & 12 PETER COCKERELS’ 
ADDN TO HUME, Certificate 
Number: 150112. Said Property 
was sold on 10/27/2016 for 
Delinquent Real Estate Taxes and/
or Special Assessments for the 
year 2015.  The period of redemp-
tion will expire on 5/28/2019. 
On June 13, 2019 @ 1:30 PM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 150118

TO: JOJAN A SHANKS, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of EDGAR County, IL as Case 
No. 2016TX1(18). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 15-02-34-231-005, Brief 
Legal Description:  LOTS 203 & 
204 JOHN METCALFS 2ND ADD, 
Certificate Number: 150118. Said 
Property was sold on 10/27/2016 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments 
for the year 2015.  The period 
of redemption will expire on 
5/28/2019. On June 13, 2019 @ 
1:30 PM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance 
of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

Stratton Township 
(Edgar County)

Public Hearing Notice

Stratton Township has sub-
stantially completed the scope 
of work associated with a 
Community Development Block 
Grant Program (CDBG) funded 
public infrastructure grant 
used to construct rural water 
distribution system extensions 
located throughout targeted 
areas of Stratton Township (Edgar 
County).  The grant was awarded 
and administered by the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity (DCEO).  
Accordingly, a notice is hereby 
given that a public hearing will 
be held on Tuesday, January 8, 
2019 at 5:45 p.m.at the Vermilion 
Fire House Building located at 
the Southwest corner of Church 
and Railroad in Vermilion, Illinois.  
The purpose of the hearing is to 
afford all citizens the opportunity 
to provide oral and/or written 
comments concerning the grant 
and the overall project perfor-
mance.  Those attending the 
public hearing will be provided 

information including, but not 
limited to: (1) project and grant 
costs, (2) time schedules, (3) 
project outcomes, (4) completed 
scope of work.  The Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
was a request for monies to 
finance public infrastructure 
costs related to the construction 
of rural water distribution system 
extension improvements located 
throughout targeted areas in 
Stratton Township.

Joyce Anne Parsely, Township 
Supervisor
Stratton Township

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Public Hearing

 In accordance with Section 
17-20 of the Property Tax Code 
(35 ILCS 200/17-20), notice is 
hereby given that a public hearing 
will be held at 1:00 P.M. Tuesday, 
January 22, 2019, in the Offices of 
the Department of Revenue, 101 
West Jefferson Street, Springfield, 
Illinois, for the purpose of taking 
evidence which may be pertinent 
to the Department’s estimate 
of the percent to be added to or 
deducted from the aggregate 
assessment of locally assessed 
property in Edgar County for the 
assessment year 2018.  This hear-
ing is required by the Property Tax 
Code.

  Based on the comparison of 
assessed valuations, the analysis 
of property transfers, and other 
available information, the esti-
mated percentage to be added 
to the aggregate assessment of 
locally assessed property other 
than property assessed under 
Sections 10-110 through 10-140 
and 10-170 through 10-200 of 
the Property Tax Code (35 ILCS 
200/10-110 through 10-140 and 
10-170 through 10-200) is 0.00%.  
Accordingly, the tentative equal-
ization factor is 1.0000.

 This meeting will be accessible 
to handicapped individuals in 
compliance with Executive Order 
#5 and pertinent state and federal 
laws upon notification of antici-
pated attendance.  Handicapped 
persons planning to attend and 
needing special accommodations 
should contact Charles Hulett, 
either by telephone (217/782-
3627), email at charles.a.hulett@
illinois.gov or letter (Department 
of Revenue, Property Tax Division 
MC- 3-450, 101 West Jefferson 
Street, P. O. Box 19033, Springfield, 
Illinois 62794-9033), by Tuesday, 
January 15, 2019, to inform of 
their anticipated attendance.

Constance Beard
Director
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This new year, rethink gratitude
BY JEREMY DAVID ENGELS
Pennsylvania State University

It’s a new year, which 
means it’s also time to imag-
ine new beginnings and bet-
ter futures. It’s time, in short, 
for New Year’s resolutions. 

Gratitude, in particular, 
has become a popular reso-
lution. For many of us, living 
gratefully seems to promise 
more happiness in our lives.

But what if we’ve got grati-
tude all wrong? 

I began writing my book 
“The Art of Gratitude” be-
cause I too believed that 
gratitude might offer an an-
tidote to the anger, fear and 

resentment that character-
ize contemporary life. But 
as I read one self-help book 
about gratitude after anoth-
er, it had the opposite effect 
on me. The more I read, the 
less grateful I felt. 

I came to ask, does the 
problem lie in how gratitude 
tends to be defined? 

THE DEBT OF GRATITUDE
Gratitude is often defined 

as a feeling of obligation and 
indebtedness toward those 
who give us a gift or help us 
out in some way. Consider 
how often many of us use 
the phrase, “I owe you a debt 

of gratitude,” or “One good 
turn deserves another.” 

The debt of gratitude idea 
dates back to the founda-
tions of Western culture, to 
Aristotle, Cicero and the 
New Testament.

According to a leading 
contemporary expert on 
gratitude, UC Davis psy-
chology professor Robert 
Emmons, “To be grateful 
means to allow oneself to be 
placed in the position of re-
cipient – to feel indebted and 
aware of one’s dependence 
on others.” Or, as Emmons 
argues elsewhere, gratitude 
is “an acknowledgement of 
debt,” and ingratitude “the 
refusal to admit one’s debt to 
others.”

In this framework, people 
are debtors and the givers 
of debt. According to phi-
losopher Shelly Kagan, “If 
someone does you a favor, 
you owe them something; 
you owe them a debt of grat-
itude.” 

People judge the value of 
others based on what they 
can offer. 

Emmons writes: “Grat-
itude requires that a giver 
give not only a gift but also a 
gift dear to himself – a ‘pearl 
of great price,’ as it were. … 
The degree to which we feel 
gratitude always hinges on 
this internal, secret assess-
ment of cost: It is intrinsic 
to the emotion, and perfect-
ly logical, that we don’t feel 
all that grateful for gifts that 
we receive that cost little or 
nothing to the giver.”

In other words, gifts and 
kindnesses involve a calcu-
lation of cost, which extends 
to repayment: Gifts are cal-
culated gestures that must be 
repaid with an expression of 
thanks and, if possible, recip-
rocal gifts. 

Thinking in such terms 
might encourage people to 
see their relationships in 
economic terms — as trans-
actions to be judged by mar-
ket criteria of gain and loss.

To that end, the Christian 
radio show host Nancy Leigh 
DeMoss advises keeping a 
gratitude journal just like a 
bank statement or a check-
book registry, as a place to 
manage gratitude debts.

“I want to encourage you 
to think of gratitude as be-
ing a debt you owe, the same 
way you’re called upon to 
pay your monthly bills.” 

THE ART OF GRATITUDE
Gratitude is about more 

than individual happiness. 
My happiness is bound with 
yours and with everyone 
else’s. 

Gratitude authors, who 
urge us to focus on the debts 
we owe to others, are re-
minding us of this fact. I ar-
gue in “The Art of Gratitude” 
the rhetoric of the debt of 
gratitude sets us down a dan-
gerous road. The trouble is 
the value of our relationships 
cannot be calculated with 
numbers on the page and 
trying to do so might make 
us miss out on what is most 
important. 

Take, for example, a recent 
gift I received — a nice alu-
minum water bottle. A friend 
said that she saw it and 
thought of me. Of course, 
I thanked her. But rather 
than immediately calculate 
the cost of the gift and de-
termine how I would repay 
her, I asked: “Why did you 
choose a water bottle?” 

She told me where she 
grew up in the United States, 
she did not have access to 
clean water. I travel a lot, 
and she wanted me to take 
clean water with me wherev-
er I went. She hoped that it 
would help to cut down on 
plastic bottle waste, because, 
she said, we all share this 
planet. 

I might have missed all of 
this had I only pondered on 
how best to repay it. Instead, 
this gift prompted a conver-
sation that reminded me of 
our fundamental intercon-

nectedness. My actions, she 
was saying, impacted her life, 
just as her actions impacted 
my own. 

THIS INTERCONNECTED 
WORLD

It is crucial to recognize 
that our daily practices of 
gratitude have broader social 
and political implications.

Say I feel gratitude for 
access to clean air in Cen-
tral Pennsylvania. I feel this 
gratitude because I grew up 
with asthma, and I know 
how hard it can be to breathe 
polluted air. I need not feel 
indebted to anyone for this 
clean air. Clean air is not a 
gift. I am grateful because 
clean air is necessary for life.

Same is true for clean 
water. There is currently, 
however, a potentially grave 
challenge to clean water in 
Centre County, Pennsylva-
nia, where I live. 

Looking through grateful 
eyes, attuned to the support 
necessary to live and thrive, 
I can recognize a threat to 
clean water as a personal 
threat. Though it is personal, 
it cannot be remedied alone. 
I must reach out to others 
who will also be affected, so 
that we can act together to 
manage it.

The takeaway of my book 
is that indebtedness is not 
the only way to relate. Exam-
ples like these prove that all 
of us are deeply dependent 
upon the material support 
of the Earth, and that also 
speaks to our interconnect-
edness. 

My resolution this year is 
therefore to practice the art 
of gratitude by imagining my 
life, and the world in which 
I live, as an opportunity, not 
a debt. 

I resolve to focus on what 
is necessary, and to work to-
gether with others to make 
it possible for all to live and 
to live well, because we live 
together. I hope that you will 
join me.
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BRIEFLY
False claim of 
missing child 
triggers Amber 
Alert

LEWISTON, Ill. (AP) — A 
central Illinois man faces 
felony charges after allegedly 
concocting a story of his car 
being stolen with a 13-month 
old child inside that triggered a 
statewide Amber Alert.

The (Springfield) State 
Journal-Register reports 
the charges of obstructing 
justice, disorderly conduct and 
motor vehicle burglary against 
18-year-old Mitchell Dutz of 
Mason City stem from a Dec. 15 
incident in Farmington. Police 
say Dutz reported to police he 
was inside a gas station when 
three people stole his car.

But police soon determined 
Dutz made up the story to 
cover up a drug deal. There was 
never a missing child and gas 
station surveillance video didn’t 
reveal any vehicles matching 
the one Dutz described.

Lutz pleaded not guilty 
Wednesday and a judge set his 
bail at $50,000.

New drone 
owners urged to 
learn the rules

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — The 
Illinois Department of Transpor-
tation wants people who found 
brand new drones under the 
tree on Christmas morning to 
know their new toys come with 
state and federal regulations 
that have to be followed.

The (Peoria) Journal Star 
reports the transportation 
department started reaching 
out the day after Christmas 
to potential pilots through its 
social media channels to get 
the word out about some of the 
things they can and can’t do, 
starting with how close they 
can fly to airports.

New drone owners are urged 
to visit the transportation de-
partment’s website: www.idot.
illinois.gov.  There’s information 
in the site’s transportation 
safety section as well as links to 
additional resources.  And the 
department suggests learning 
about safety guidelines put 
out by the Academy of Model 
Aeronautics and other organi-
zations.

Internet provider 
aims to expand 
rural broadband

COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) — An 
Illinois-based internet provider 
is planning to spur broadband 
development in rural areas 
across five states in the central 
U.S.

Wisper ISP Inc. is set to 
receive money from the Federal 
Communication Commission 
for broadband development 
in Missouri, Arkansas, Illinois, 
Indiana and Kansas. The com-
pany’s largest project is in Mis-
souri, where it’s getting more 
than $176 million from the 
FCC’s Connect America Fund 
for broadband development 
in 65 counties, the Columbia 
Missourian reported .

Wisper CEO Nathan Stooke 
says the business will begin to 
receive the funding in the next 
four to six months.

“What excites me the 
most is that this has been our 
strategic plan, to grow across 
Missouri and southern Illinois,” 
Stooke said. “Now that we’ve 
won CAF, we have the cash to 
build the network we have al-
ways wanted to. It’s something 
we’ve been dreaming about for 
15 years.”

Wisper must build out 40 
percent of its assigned areas 
within three years of financial 
eligibility, the FCC said in a 
news release. 

The company then must 
increase its development by 20 
percent each subsequent year 
until the project is complete. 
The deadline is the end of the 
sixth year.

Malinda Heuring, market-
ing director at Wisper, said 
the company will need help 
locating areas to install the 
technology and, “in getting 
the word out to potential 
customers that we have 
completed the build out.”

BY NICHOLAS RICCARDI
Associated Press

LITTLETON, Colo. (AP) 
— Pedro Gonzalez has faith in 
Donald Trump and his party.

The 55-year-old Colombi-
an immigrant is a pastor at an 
evangelical church in subur-
ban Denver. Initially repelled 
by Trump in 2016, he's been 
heartened by the president's 
steps to protect religious 
groups and appoint judges 
who oppose abortion rights. 
More important, Gonzalez 
sees Trump's presidency as 
part of a divine plan.

"It doesn't matter what I 
think," Gonzalez said of the 
president. "He was put there."

Though Latino voters are 
a key part of the Democratic 
coalition, there is a larger bloc 
of reliable Republican Lati-
nos than many think. And the 
GOP's position among Lati-
nos has not weakened during 
the Trump administration, 
despite the president's rheto-
ric against immigrants and the 
party's shift to the right on im-
migration.

In November's elections, 32 
percent of Latinos voted for 
Republicans, according to AP 
VoteCast data. The survey of 
more than 115,000 midterm 
voters — including 7,738 
Latino voters — was conduct-
ed for The Associated Press by 

NORC at the University of 
Chicago.

Other surveys also found 
roughly one-third of Latinos 
supporting the GOP. Data 
from the Pew Research Cen-
ter and from exit polls sug-
gests that a comparable share 
of about 3 in 10 Latino voters 
supported Trump in 2016. 
That tracks the share of Lati-
nos supporting Republicans 
for the last decade.

The stability of Republi-
cans' share of the Latino vote 
frustrates Democrats, who say 
actions like Trump's family 
separation policy and his de-
monization of an immigrant 
caravan should drive Latinos 
out of the GOP.

"The question is not are 
Democrats winning the His-
panic vote — it's why aren't 
Democrats winning the His-
panic vote 80-20 or 90-10 
the way black voters are?" 
said Fernand Amandi, a Mi-
ami-based Democratic poll-
ster. He argues Democrats 
must invest more in winning 
Latino voters.

The VoteCast data shows 
that, like white voters, Latinos 
are split by gender — 61 per-
cent of men voted Democratic 
in November, while 69 per-
cent of women did. And while 
Republican-leaning Latinos 
can be found everywhere in 

the country, two groups stand 
out as especially likely to back 
the GOP — evangelicals and 
veterans.

Evangelicals comprised 
about one-quarter of Latino 
voters, and veterans were 13 
percent. Both groups were 
about evenly split between the 
two parties. Mike Madrid, a 
Republican strategist in Cali-
fornia, said those groups have 
reliably provided the GOP 
with many Latino votes for 
years.

"They stick and they do not 
go away," Madrid said. Much 
as with Trump's own core 
white voters, attacks on the 
president and other Republi-
cans for being anti-immigrant, 
"just make them dig in even 
more," he added.

Sacramento-based Rev. 
Sam Rodriguez, one of 
Trump's spiritual advisers, 
said evangelical Latinos have 
a clear reason to vote Repub-
lican. "Why do 30 percent of 
Latinos still support Trump? 
Because of the Democratic 
Party's obsession with abor-
tion," Rodriguez said.  "It's life 
and religious liberty and ev-
erything else follows."

Some conservative Latinos 
say their political leanings 
make them feel more like a 
minority than their ethnici-
ty does. Irina Vilariño, 43, a 

Miami restauranteur and Cu-
ban immigrant, said she had 
presidential bumper stick-
ers for Sen. John McCain, 
Mitt Romney and Trump 
scratched off her car.  She 
said she never suffered from 
discrimination growing up in 
a predominantly white south 
Florida community, "but I re-
member during the McCain 
campaign being discriminat-
ed against because I support-
ed him."

The 2018 election was 
good to Democrats, but Flor-
ida disappointed them. They 
couldn't convince enough of 
the state's often right-lean-
ing Cuban-American voters 
to support Sen. Bill Nelson, 
who was ousted by the GOP's 
Spanish-speaking Gov. Rick 
Scott, or rally behind Demo-
crats' gubernatorial candidate, 
Tallahassee Mayor Andrew 
Gillum, who lost to Republi-
can Rep. Ron DeSantis.

Still, in the rest of the 
country, there were signs that 
pleased Democrats. Latinos 
voted at high rates in an elec-
tion that saw record-setting 
turnout among all demo-
graphic groups. Latinos nor-
mally have among the worst 
midterm turnout rates, and 
while official data won't be 
available for months, a num-
ber of formerly-Republican 

congressional districts in 
California and New Mexico 
flipped Democratic.

That's why Republicans 
shouldn't take solace from 
being able to consistently win 
about one-third of Latinos, 
said Madrid. They're still los-
ing two-thirds of an electorate 
that's being goaded into the 
voting booth by Trump.

"That is contributing to the 
death spiral of the Republican 
Party — even if it holds at 30 
percent," Madrid said. "That's 
a route to death, it's just a 
slower one."

Gonzalez, the pastor, sees 
the trend in Colorado. He 
distributed literature across 
Spanish-speaking congrega-
tions supporting Republican 
gubernatorial candidate Walk-
er Stapleton, who was crushed 
by Democratic Rep. Jared Po-
lis as the GOP lost every race 
for statewide office.

Gonzalez understands the 
anger among some Latinos at 
the GOP and Trump for what 
he says is a false impression 
of a solely hardline immigra-
tion stance. "In the commu-
nity that is not informed, that 
is following the rhetoric of 
the media, there's a view that 
Donald Trump is a bad guy," 
Gonzalez said. Evangelicals, 
"understand that he's there to 
defend values."

Latinos divided on GOP
Conservative Latino support for GOP is steady despite Trump’s immigration rhetoric

ILLINOIS CASE IH PLANT GAINS GROUND

Fred Zwicky/Journal Star

In this Dec. 5, 2018 photo, Tyler Snowden of Case IH-Goodfield, welds a field cultivator main frame on the shop floor at the 
plant in Goodfield. Case IH-Goodfield has expanded with a $17 million investment to update their factory location in Good-
field. The plant manufactures tillage and fertilizer application equipment for customers across the world.

BY MATT BUEDEL
Peoria Journal Star

GOODFIELD, Ill. (AP) — It's been a 
decade since one of Woodford County's 
biggest employers bounced back from 
the brink of closure.

The rebound of the Case IH plant in 
Goodfield faced the same obstacles to 
growth as other manufacturers of heavy 
equipment across the country, and it has 
not restored the employee population to 
the historic highs of decades before the 
2006 announcement that CNH Indus-
trial would shutter the facility.

Ever since the corporation reversed 
course in 2008, however, the factory that 
churns out tillage and fertilizer appli-
cation equipment in an almost infinite 
variety of configurations — possible 
combinations literally number in the 
millions — has been transformed.

The most visible part of that transfor-
mation began in 2013 with an expansion 
that increased manufacturing floor space 
by two-thirds to today's total of 593,000 
square feet.

Less tangible but no less significant in 
plant manager Brian Hansche's mind has 
been a shift in operational perspective 
set into motion with the World Class 
Manufacturing methodology intro-
duced in February 2015.

The strategy, which CNH Industrial 
first adopted in 2008, has its fair share of 
white-collar buzz words and corporate 
Power Point illustrations, but it also re-
lies on blue-collar input from the labor-
ers who actually make the products on 
the factory floor.

"It really requires engagement from 
everybody in the plant," Hansche said 
during a recent factory tour. "It can't be 
a top-down methodology, it really has to 

be floor-up. ... If these guys aren't buying 
into it, it's not happening."

By WCM standards, and other more 
universal measurements such as man-
hours worked without a lost-time inju-
ry, the Goodfield plant is continuously 
improving, Hansche said. It earned a 
bronze WCM rating last fall — the first 
CNH Industrial plant in North America 
to achieve the rating on the first try.

First-aid incidents are down 89 per-
cent since WCM was first implemented, 
according to factory figures, and 2018 
is on track to be the safest year in plant 
history.

Against that backdrop, Case IH in 
Goodfield maintains other relevant 
rankings — top Woodford Coun-
ty tax revenue generator, one of the 

county's top three employers — while 
cross-training its welder-heavy work-
force to optimize agricultural compo-
nent production across six different fac-
tory configurations arranged according 
to season.

On a broader scale, the company con-
stantly refines and redesigns its compo-
nents to meet farming industry trends 
and advance technological capabilities 
for greater precision and automation.

"Our equipment provides the per-
fect seed bed floor to plant seeds on," 
Hansche said. "Our products really are 
geared for sustainability, in the way we 
make them and for farm operations by 
improving efficiency to increase yields 
and reduce inputs (such as fertilizer)."

Goodfield rebounding

Fred Zwicky/Journal Star

In this Dec. 5, 2018 photo, machinist Scott Ringenberg of Case IH-Goodfield runs 
a $1.8 million tube laser unit that does multiple cuts on tubing at the plant in 
Goodfield, Ill. 

VALPARAISO, Ind. 
(AP) — Two dogs that es-
caped death when a north-
western Indiana veterinar-
ian refused their owner's 
request to have the healthy 
canines euthanized have 
found a new home together 
with an Illinois couple.

A rescue group said the 
man who had owned Sam, 
a pointer, and Cosmo, a 
Lab mix, got divorced and 
was moving in with his girl-
friend, who said she was al-
lergic to dogs. He visited the 
veterinarian in Portage and 
requested a convenience 
euthanasia, which is when 
owners have healthy pets 
euthanized for personal or 
convenience reasons, said 
Penny Emerson, president 
of Begin Again Rescue Co. 
in Valparaiso. The man 
had owned the dogs for 10 
years.

But the Portage vet re-
fused the euthanasia re-
quest because the dogs were 
healthy, friendly and play-
ful. The duo was transferred 
into the care of Begin Again 
Rescue Co. in Valparaiso in 
June and eventually taken to 
Peoples Animal Welfare So-
ciety in Tinley Park, Illinois.

Eric and Tiffany Dybas of 
Lockport, Illinois, adopted 
Sam and Cosmo after hear-
ing about their story.

Emerson said, "Cosmo 
and Sam sleep in the bed 
with [the Dybases] and 
have free rein of the house 
and a nice yard, so they got 
a happy ending.”

The practice of con-
venience euthanasia has 
decreased in recent years 
because pets are now seen 
more as family members 
than property, said Matt 
Cantrell, a veterinarian 
who's a member of the In-
diana Veterinary Medical 
Association.

But such requests remain 
a difficult situation many 
veterinarians deal with. The 
reasons pet owners have 
given for convenience eu-
thanasia include moving, 
getting new furniture, shed-
ding, divorce, job loss, prop-
erty damage or the owners 
not wanting the responsibil-
ities of  pet ownership.

Cantrell said many vets 
intervene on behalf of the 
animal, like the one who 
saved Sam and Cosmo.

"None of us want to end 
a pet's life unless it is to pre-
vent suffering," he said.

Dogs escape 
convenience 
euthenasia
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